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AVEC APROBATION ET PRIVILEGE. 


THE Reception Mr. Wilkes's Letters have 
met with, on their ſeparate Appearance, has 
induced one of his ſincereſt Friends to pre- 
ſent the Public with an entire Colledtion of 


them, as a laſting Monument of the reſo- 


lute Stand made for Liberty, againſt Mini- 
ſterial Oppreſſion and Tyranny, and of the 
unparalleled Uſage of the Author ; in a Coun- 
try too, famed for Freedom from the earlieſt 
Records of Time! —This is a Prefent which 
he makes no doubt will be well received 
by his Friends in particular, and be no leſs 
agreeable tg all Lovers of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion in general; and no ſuch, he really believes, 
can ever be Enemies to Mr. Wilkes. 


The Editor's reſiding a few Miles from Paris, 


will, 'tis hoped, be an Excuſe with the Candid 
for the Errors of the Preſs. 
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R. Secker preſents his compli- 
M; ments to Mr. Wilkes, he has 
been three times at his houſe to 
wait on him from Lord Talbot. Mr. 
Secker would be obliged to Mr. Wilkes to 
let him know by a note directed to him 
at Mr. Holford's St. James's Palace, 
and what time Mr. Secker conldheak to 
him this afternoon. If he does not hear 
from Mr. Wilkes, will wait on him by 
nine o'clock to-morrow morning at his 


houſe. | 
Sept. 10. half an hour paſt ono our. 


DireBted to John Wilkes, Eſp. 
i 
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* Mr Wilkes's n to Mr. 
© Secker, was not acquainted till this mi- 

nute by his note, that Mr. Secker had 

once called in Great George-ſtreet, ſhall 

be at home from ſeven till eight this 
evening, and as Mr, Wilkes ſhal} be 
alone, he ſuppoſes at this meeting Mr. 
« Secker will bring no company.” 

Friday afternoon, 

Great George-ſtreet, Five, Sept. 10. 


Directed to 


Mr. Secker, at Mr. Holford's St, 
James's Palace. 


_— 


Mr. Secker's compliments to Mr. 
5 Wilkes, he will wait on him alone this 
c evening between ſeven and d eight. 


8 James 3 
| Diretled to 


John vue. gg. 


8 


2 


8 1 R, | 
* As] Mie Teceives no anſttber tt to a let- 
8 you on the 25th of Au- 


0 3 * 
0 gal, and find by ſending to your houſe 
in town that 1. Can hayg bo immediate 
* opportunity of ſeeing you,, I am forced 
* again by a letter to aſk. if you avo.] Or 
« diſclaim being author of the paper en- 
< titled the North Briton of the 21ſt of 


* Auguſt? . | Targor. 
Bolton- ſtreet. Dran, to 
Sept. 10. 1762. Cor. Witkss. 


V 74 ” y 


Great George-ſtreet, F ba Sept. 10 


0 My Lord, | 
I beg your Lordſhip to do me the 
« juſtice to believe that I have never yet 
received the letter to me at Wincheſter, 
vhich Mr. Secker tells me was ſent there 
da fortnight ago. I have juſt now the, 
« honour of your Lordſhip's by that gen-, 
© tleman. Tour Lordſhip aſks if I avow 
* or diſclaim being author of the paper en- 
* titled the North Briton. of the 2 1ſt of | 
* Auguſt, , My anſwer is, that I mult firſt 
9 an on knowing your Lordſhip's right 
2 


_— 
2 to catechiſe me about an anonymous pa- 
© per. If your Lordſhip is not fatisfied 
with this, I ſhall ever be ready to give 
© your Lordſhip any other ſatisfaction be- 
coming me as a gentleman. p 3 

I am, my Lord, 1 

Your Lordſhip' s moſt obedient, 


— humble ſervant, 
Directed to Joan Wilkes. 
Earl Talbot. yg 


— CO g_ 


X Wincheſter, Sept. 145 1762. 


My Lord, : 
Il left Wincheſter, with Lord Effing- 
_ © ham's leave, on the ſecond of Auguſt, 
and did not return to this city till the 
<'T2th of this month. My drum-major 
* brought me your Lordſhip's letter yeſ- 
© terday. I now return it with the ſeal 
* unbroke, as the cleareſt demonſtration 
_ © that I never have read the contents of 
it. I ſuppoſe they are the ſame with 


165 
the letter I had the honour of receiving 
< and anſwering eee * 
Fam, my Lord, 
Your Lordſkip' moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 


| Direted to Joun Wilkes, 
Earl Talbot. 


ind d. 3 c_ ae bk & So oc Ad 


SI k. 

Il I fuppoſe you have bye found 
the letter I wrote directed to you at Win- 
« cheſter, and that hath acquainted you 
< why I addreſſed myſelf to Mr. Wilkes, 
to enquire if the North Briton of the 2 1ſt 
of Auguſt was written by him. I well 
* know every gentleman who. contributes 
< to ſupport periodical papers by his pen, 
< is not anſwerable for all the papers that 
appear under the title of that Which he 
© aſſiſts, but I cannot conceive that any 
man ſhould refuſe to aſſure a perſon who 
* hath been the object of the wit of any 

paper, that he was not the author of a 


paper he did t Win. Every man's 
B 3 


C3 -- 5 
< ſenſe of honour ought to direct his con- 
duct, if you prefer a perſonal engage- 
ment to the denying being the author of 


a a paper that hath been ſo free with my 


name; I who am publicly affronted by 
that paper, cannot in honour avoid re- 
< quiring the ſatisfaction you ſeem moſt 
* deſirous to give. Be pleaſed to write or 
< ſend to me as ſoon as you have deter- 
© mined what part you will act. I ſhall 
* bein London Thurſday and Friday next, 
and this day ſe'nnight, after which I ſhall 

* not be in London till Thurſday the 2 30. 


J am, Sir, 
Your humble ſervant, 
| reer 
Bolton-ſtreet Directed to | 
Sept. 12. 1762. Col. Wilkes. 
* 


Wincheſter, Sept. 16, 1762 
My Lord, | 
I had not till yeſterday the honour of 
& your Lordſhip's letter of the 12th, and 


(7 


© embrace this earlieſt opportunity of ac- 


© knowledging ..it. Your Lordſhip has 


© not yet, in my poor idea, aſcertained the 
right you claim of interrogating me about 
the paper of the 21ſt of Auguſt, and I 
will firſt know the very good authority 
© on which I am thus queſtioned, before 
© I will return any anſwer whatever. 


- © Your Lordſhip deſires me to write or 


« ſend to you as ſoon as J have determined 
«* what part I ſhall act. I intended my 


> 


« firſt letter ſhould have made that ſuffici- 


£ + ently clear,” 
I am, my Tak | 
Tour Lordſhip's very humble ſervant, 
Directed _ Ty Joun WiLKEs. 
Earl Talbot, - .  # 


— — 


8 1 R, 

© I have this inſtant received year's of 
the 16th. It is your own declaration be- 
fore men of truth and honour that you 
* occaſionally aſſiſted the paper called The 


* North Briton with your pen, that is che 
B 4 


SW 3 

0 8 of my interrogating you about 
the North Briton of the 21ſt of Auguſt— 
© and whatever may be your idea, mine is 
© that when a gentleman owns himſelf an 
* occaſional author of an anonymous ſati- 
* rical paper, any perſon by name ridi- 
culed in ſuch an hebdomadal perform- 
* ance hath a right to aſk the occaſional 
*- avowed writer, if he was the author of 
© the offending paper. 

Fou may now, Sir, anſwer my queſ- 
* tion or not, I have offered to put myſelf 
upon that footing with you that became 
a man who hath ſpirit, and is influenced 
by honour— if you do not deny the pa- 

* I muſt and will conclude 1 wrote 
& 23x, 


Your humble ſervant, 


bs Tatzor. 
Bolton- ſtreet, Directed to 
Sept. 17, 1762. Col. Wilkes. 


0 


(9) : 


| Winchefe, RT I 
My Lord, * 2 be. tt 


* n 
* * ſhip'softhe 17th, and dy the a 


it this waits on your Lordſhip-. 
© You are pleaſed to ſay that it is my 


ovn declaration before men of truth and 
hondur that I oceaſionally aſſiſted the 

paper called the North Briten. ] with 
your Lordſhip had been more explicit, 
and had mentioned the name of any one 
gentleman before whom I made that de- 


© claration. Was it made in public? or 


vas it in private converſation? Still 1 
have the misfortune of not yet ſeeing 
your Lordſhip's right of putting the 
queſtion to me abdut the paper of the 
« 21ſt of Auguſt, and *till I do, I will 


© neverreſolve your Lordſhipon that head, 


© though 1 would any friend I have in the 
* world, who had the ar tas, 7 
me, if it was in a civil manner. 

Tour Lordſhip ſays that if I do not 
2 _ the paper, you muſt and will con- 


e 5 
elude I wrote it. Your Lordſhip' has 
my free conſent to make any concluſions 
you think proper, whether they are well 
or ill grounded; and I feel the moſt 
perfect indifference about what they are, 
« or the conſequences of them. 

I intend at preſent to make a tour on 
«< Thurſday to the Iſle of Wight. I ſhall 
© return to this city the beginning of the 
* next week.” | 

I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt humble ſervant, | 


Directed io Jon Wirkks. 5 
| Earl Talbot. 


— 


& 
E 
0 
bj 


Wincheſter, Sept. 30, 1762. 
. 
Lord Talbot by your-meſſage bas at 

< laſt brought this moſt important queſ- 
tion to the preciſe point, where my firſt 
© anſwer to his Lordſhip fixed it, if he pre- 
* ferred that. As you have only ſeen the 
© two laft letters, I muſt entreat you to 


* A A * Aa 
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caſt your eye over thoſe preceding, be- 


cauſe I apprehend they will juſtify an ob- 


ſervation or two I made this morning, 


when I had the honour of paying ay 
compliments to you at camp. 


he aſſured that if I am between heeveil — 


KR NN. R 6 


and earth, I will be on Tueſday evening 


at Tilbury* s the Red Lion at Bagſhot, 


and on Wedneſday morning will play 
this duet with his Lordſhip. | | 


© It is a real ſatisfaction to me that his 
Lordſhip is to be accompanied by a gen- 
tleman of Colonel Berkeley's worth and 
honour. | 


- © This will be delivered to you by my 
© adjutant, who attends me to Bagſhot. 
© | ſhall not bring My ſervant with me, 
from the fear of any of the parties being 


s 


known. My piſtols only, or his Lord- 


© ſhip's, at his option, ſhall decide this 


© point. 
94 beg the favour of you to return me 


che letters, as I mean to leave Wincheſ⸗ 


to) 6 


* 


2 ning I have Lord Bruce's 
” ol abſence for ten days.” | | 


I am, with fincere, regard, Sir, 
Tu uur very humble fervant, 
| Jour Wrixzs, 
1 hope that we may make a partie 
-quarrte for ſupper on PTR at RO 
Directed to ö 


Colonel Berkeley. 


SI 1 8 
« I have read all the und mall 
n depend upon the pleaſure of ſupping 
< with you at Filbury's the Red Lion at 
© Bagſhot Tueſclay evening. My ſervant 
< will attend me, as the going alone would 
< give room for ſuſpicion, but you may 
< depend upon his following your direcs. 
tion at Bagſhot, and that he ſhall not be 
< ſeen where, vou ch not. ** Am —I 


3 54 1 4 * >. 3 6 


1 


be eng) 15 
am much obliged by your favourable 
opinion, and am, 
Tour very humble fervant, 
| N. BERKELEV. 
Camp near Wincheſter, 
Sept. 30, 1762. 

Incloſed is the copy of a letter received 
by Mr. Stanley this afternoon. [Tt re- 
lated to the taking * TY 
Diretted to 

Colonel Wilkes, 


— — 


8 we ſhall 11 fubjoin the 
following paper, as T to. the 
North Briton. ] 


To Earr TemeLy, OS. 5, 18 


re deen 2 | 


ten at night. 
Mr Lon, OS 
« had the honour of tranſmitting to | 


your Lordſhip copies of ſeven. letters, 24 


which paſſed between Lord Talbot and 
me. As the affair is how over, I encloſe 


an original letter of Col. Berkeley s, with 


that the appointment was to ſup toge- 


414 * . 
copy of mine previous to it, which Red ; 
the particulars of our meeting, and there- 
fore remained a ſecret, very ſacredly kept 
by the four perſons concerned; © 


I came here at three this 8 
and about five I was told, that Lo 


Talbot and Colonel Berkeley were in the 


houſe. Lord Talbot had been here -at 
one, and'was gone again, leaving a meſ⸗ 


ſage, however, that he would ſoon return. 


I had continued in the room where I was 
at my firſt coming, for fear of raiſing any 
ſuſpicion. I ſent a compliment to Colonel 
Berkeley, and that I wiſhed to ſee him... 
He was ſo obliging to come to me di- 
rectly. I told him that I ſuppoſed we 
were to ſup together with Lord Talbot, 
whom I was ready to attend, as became 


a private gentleman, and that he and 
Mr. Harris, [Mr. Wilkes's Adjutant] as 


our ſeconds, would ſettle the buſineſs of 
the next morning, according to my letter. 


to him from Wincheſter, ah his anſwer. 


Berkeley faid, that his Lordſhip deſired to 
finiſh the buſineſs immediately; I replied, 


. 
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ther that evening, and to fight in the 
morning, that in conſequence of ſuch an 
arrangement, I had, like an idle man of 


pleaſure, put off ſome buſineſs of real im- 
portance, which I meant to ſettle before I 


ent to bed. I added, that I was come from 


Mednenham Abbey, where the jovial 
Monks of St. Francis had kept me up till 
four in the morning, that the world would 


therefore conclude that I was drunk, and 


form no favourable opinion of his Lord- 
ſhip from a duel at ſuch a time, that it 
more became us both to take a cool hour 
of the next morning, as early a one as was 


- agreeable to his Lordſhip. Berkeley ſaid, 
that he had undertaken to bring us toge- 


ther, and, as we were both now at Bag- 


ſhot, he would leave us to ſettle our own _ 
buſineſs. He then aſked me, if I would 
go with him to his Lordſhip. I faid 1 


would any moment he PREG, We went 


directly with my Adjutant, , 


I found his Lordſhip in er * pat. | 
ſion. He ſaid, that I had. injured, that! 
had inſulted him, that bs as not uſed do 


IF {4 Ws 25 


« 26 3, 
be injured, or inſulted : What did I noe? 
Did I, or did I not, write the North Bri- 
ton of Auguſt the 21ft, which affronted his 
honour? He would know; he inſiſted on 
a direct anſwer: here were his piſtols. 1 
replied, that he would ' ſoon uſe them, 
that I defired to know by what right his 
Lordſhip catechiſed me about a paper, 
_ which did not bear my name; that I ſhould 
never reſolve him that queſtion, till he 
made out the right of putting it; and that 
if I could have entertained any other idea, 
I was too well bred to have given his Lord: 
ſhip and Colonel Berkeley the trouble of 
coming to Bagſhot. I obſerved; that I 
was a private Engliſh gentleman, perfectly 
free and independent, which I held to be 
a character of the higheſt dignity ; that I 
obeyed with pleaſure a gracious Sovereign, 


| 1 but would never ſubmit to the arbitrary 


dictates of a fellow ſubject, a Lord Ste- 


ward of his Houſhold ; my ſuperior in- 


ee, -No. re, "of 
the end of this volume. 
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(17) 
deed in rank, fortune, and abilities, but 
my equal only in honour, courage, and 
liberty. His Lordfhip then aſked me, if 

I would fight him that evening. I ſaid, 
that I preferred tne next morning, as it had 


been ſettled before, and gave my reaſons. 


His Lordſhip replied, that he inſiſted on 
finiſhing the affair immediately. I told 
him that I ſhould very ſoon be ready, that 
did not mean to quit him, but would 
abſolutely firſt ſettle ſome important bu- 
ſineſs relative to the education of an only 
daughter, whom I tenderly loved, that it 
would take up but a very little time, and 
I would immediately after decide the af- 
fair in any way he choſe, for had brought 
both ſword and piſtols. I rung the bell 
for pen, ink, and paper, deſiring his Lord- 
ſhip to conceal his piſtols, that they might 
not be ſeen by the waiter. He ſoon after 
became half frantic, and made uſe of a 
thouſand indecent expreſſions, that I ſhould 
be hanged, damned, &c. I ſaid, that I was 
not to be frighted, nor in the leaſt affect- 
ed, by ſuch violence; that God had given 
C 2 


(348). 

me a firmneſs and ſpirit, equal to his Lord- 
' ſhip's, or any man's; that cool courage 
ſhould always mark me, and that it would 
be ſeen how well bottomed I was. 
After the waiter had brought pen, 
ink, and paper, propoſed that the door of 
the room might be locked, and not open- 
ed, till our buſineſs was decided; His 
' Lordſhip on this propoſition became quite 
outrageous, declared that this was meer 
_ butchery, and that I was a wretch, who 
- ought his life. I reminded him, that I 
came there on a point of honour, to 
give his Lordſhip ſatisfaction; that I 
mentioned the circumſtance of locking the 
door only to prevent all poſſibility of in- 
terruption, and that I would in every 
circumſtance be governed, not by the tur- 
bulence of the moſt violent temper I had 
ever ſeen, but by the calm determinations 
of our two ſeconds, to whom I implicitly 
ſubmitted. His Lordſhip then aſked me, 
if I would deny the paper. I anſwered, 
that I neither would own, nor deny it; if 
I ſurviyed I would afterwards declare, nat 


gs 


. 
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me, but I am ſure I ſhall kill you, I know 
I chall, by God. ng if you 


019) 
before. Soon after he grew a little cool · 


er, and in a ſoothing turn of voice ſaid, 
I have never, I believe, offended Mr. 


Wilkes; why has he attacked me? he 
muſt be ſorry to ſee me unhappy. I aſk- . 
ed, upon what grounds his Lordſhip im- 
puted the paper to me? that Mr. Wilkes 
would juſtify any paper to which he had 
put his name, and would equally aſſert the 
privilege of not giving any anſwer what» 
ever about a paper which he had not; that 
this was my undoubted right, which I was 
ready to ſeal with my blood, He then 
ſaid he admired me exceedingly, really 
loved me, but I was an unaccountable 
animal ſuch parts! but would J kill him 
who had never offended me? &c. &c. &c. 

We had after this a good deal of con- 
verſation about the Bucks Militia, and the 
day his Lordſhip came to fee us on V- 
combe Heath, before I was Colonel. He 
ſoon after flamed out again, and ſaid to 
me, you are a murderer, you want to kill 
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Kjll me, I hope you will be hanged. I 
know you will. I aſked, if I was firit to 
be #illed, and afterwards hanged ; that I 
knew his Lordſhip fought me with the 
King's pardon in his pocket, and I fought 
him with a halter about my neck ; that I 
would fight him for all that, and if he 
fell I ſhould not tarry here a moment for 
the tender mercies of fuch a Miniſtry, but 
would directly proceed to the next ſtage, 
where my valet de chambre waited for me, 
and from thence I would make the beſt of 
my way to France, as men of honour were 
fure of protection in that kingdom. He 
ſeemed much affected by this. He then 
told me, that I was an unbeliever, and 
wiſhed to be killed. I could not help 
ſmiling at this, and obſerved that we did 
not meet at Bagſhot to ſettle articles of 
faith, but points of honour ; that indeed I 
had no fear of dying, but I enjoyed life as 
much as any man in it; that I was as lit- 
tle ſubject to be gloomy, or even peeviſh, 
as any Engliſhman whatever; that I va- 
lued life, and the fair erjoyments of ic 0 


(621) 
much, I would never qui it by my own 
conſent, except on a call of honour. 

I then wrote a letter to your Lordfhip, 
reſpecting the education of Mifs Wilkes, 
and gave you my poor thanks for the 
ſteady friendſhip, with which you have fo 
many years honoured me, Colonel Berk- 
ley took the care of the letter, and I have 
ſince defired him to ſend it to Stowe, for 
the ſettimengs of the heart at ſuch'a mo- 
ment are beyond all politics, and indeed 
every thing elſe, but ſuch virtue as Lord 
Temple's. 

« When I had ſealed my letter, I told 
his Lordſhip I was entirely at his ſervice, 
and I again deſired that we might deeide 
the affair in the room, becauſe there could 
not be a poſſibility of interruption ; but 
he was quite inexorable. He then aflked 
me how many times we ſhould fire? J 
ſaid, that I left it to his choice: I had 
brought a flaſk of powder, and a bag of 
bullets. Our ſeconds then charged the 
piſtols, which my Adjutant had brought. 
They were large horſe piſtols. It was that 
C 3 


(22) | 
we ſhould fire at the word of command, to 
be given by one of our ſeconds. They 
toſſed up, and it fell to my Adjutant to 
give the word. We then left the inn, and 
walked to a garden at ſome diſtance from 

the houſe. It was near ſeven, and the 
moon ſhone very bright. We ſtood about 
eight yards diſtant, and agreed not to turn 
round before we fired, but to continue 
facing each other. Harris gave the word. 
Both our fires were in very exact time, but 
neither took effect. I walked up imme 
diately to his Lordſhip, and told him that 
now I avowed the paper. His Lordſhip 
paid me the higheſt encomiums on my. 
courage, and ſaid he would declare every 
where that I was the nobleſt fellow God 
had ever made. He then defired, that 

we might now be good friends, and retire 
to the inn to drink a bottle of claret toge- 
ther, which we did with great good humour 
and much laugh. His Lordſhip afterwards 
went to Windſor, Colonel Berkley and my 
Adjutant to Wincheſter, and I continue 

here till to-morrow morning, waiting the 


(23) 
return of my valet de chambre, to whom 
I have ſent a meſſenger. Berkley told me, 
that he was grieved for his Lordſhip and 
paſſion, and admired my courage and 
coolneſs beyond his fartheſt idea; that was 
his expreſſion. | 
L have a million of other 8 
to relate, but I bluſh already at the length 
of this letter. Your Lordſhip will ſoon 
ſee Colonel Berkley, and I hope in a few 
days to pay my devoirs at Stowe. I in- 
tend to be Ayleſbury e n oy! 
Thurſday dinner. - 


My moſt reſpectful contjiicicnia 1 
ways attend Lady Temple.“ | 


I am ever, my dear Lord, | 
Your Lordſhip's very devoted, 
| And obedient humble ſervant, 
« N Jonx Walks. 
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of [Fe vas ore the n relating to the 
"+ caſe of Mr. Wilkes and the 45th number 
het the North Briton. ] | 


N A G NA C H A R T A, 
Cap. 29. 

ULLUS Liber Homo capiatur, vel 
| impriſonetur, aut difſſeifatur, de li- 
bero tenemento ſuo, vel LIBERTATIBUS, 
vel LIBERIS CONSUETUDINIBUS suis, aut ut- 
_ lageter, aut exulet, aut aliquo modo deſtru- 
atur. Nec ſuper eum ibimus, nec ſuper 
eum mittemus niſi per legale — pa- 
rium ſuorum, vel per /egem Terre.* 

As the apprehenſion, and commitment 
of John Wilkes, Eſq; member ot parlia- 
ment, to the Tower, muſt have raiſed the 
curiolity of many people, to know the cir- 


* 


* No freeman may be apprehended, or 
impriſoned, or di Hellſed of his freehold, or 


LIBERTILS, or FREE CUSTOMS, or be out- 
lawed or baniſhed, or any wiſe deſtroyed. 
Nor wil! we paſs upon him, nor condemn 
bim, but by the lawful judgment of his 
peers, or by the /aw of the. land. 3 


(25) 
cumſtances attending it, the following de- 
tail of ſimple facts (upon which every rea- 


der will make his own comments) cannot 
be unſeafonable, and are perhaps abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to be laid before the pub- 
lic. | | 
On Saturday the goth of April, 1763, 

early in the forenoon, three of his ma- 
jeſty's meſſengers, by virtue of a warrant 
from the ſecretary of ſtate, ſeized on the 
perſon of the ſaid John Wilkes, Eſq; 
member of parliament ; of which warrant 
the following is a true copy. 


LS George Montague Dunk earl of 

Halifax viſcount Sunbury and 

baron Halifax one of the lords 

of his majeſty's moſt honourable 

privy council heutenant gene- 

ral of his majeſty's forces and 
principal ſecretary of ſtate. 

Theſe are in his majeſty's name to 

authorize and require. you (taking a 

conſtable to your aſſiſtance) to make 

ſtrict and diligent ſearch for the aus 

thors printers and publiſhers of a ſes 

ditious and treaſonable paper intitled 


—_— 


te North Briton Number xl v Sa- 
turday April 23 1763 printed for 
S. Kearſly in Ludgate Street London 
and them or any of them having 
found to apprehend and ſeize toge- 
ther with their papers and to bring 
in ſafe cuſtody before me to be ex- 
amined concerning the premiſes and 
- Further dealt with according to law 
And in the due execution thereof all 
mayors ſheriffs juſtices of the peace 
conſtables and all other his majeſty's 
- officers civil and military and loving 
ſubjects whom it may concern are to 
be aiding and aſſiſting to you as there 
ſhall be occaſion and for fo doing 
this ſhall be your warrant Given at 
St. James's the twenty-ſixth day of 
Be, April: in the third yer of his e oe 
reign © 


| 4 b | 
Airected to Dunk Halifax : 


Nathan Carrington John Money 
James Watſon and Robert Blackmore 
Four of his s majeſty” 8 meſſengers in ordi. 
nary 


7 270 | 

N.B. 'Fhe'vfficers had a verbal order 
to put this warrant in execution by enter- 
ing forcibly into the houſe of John Wilkes, 
Eſq; member of parliament, at midnight; 
and thoſe officers are now threatened with 
the loſs of their places for not complying 
with ſuch verbal inſtructions. 

On the intimation of Mr. Wilkes, mem- 
ber of parliament, being in cuſtody, a 
motion was made in the court of common 
pleas then ſitting in Weſtminſter Hall, for 
a Habeas-Corpus, which was granted; 
though by reaſon of the Prothonotory's 
office not being open, ſuch Habeas Cor- 

pus could not be ſued out till four o clock 
in the afternoon. 

Several gentlemen, friends and cant 
ance of the ſaid John Wilkes, Eſq;, member 
of parliament, applied for admittance into 
his houſe, which was then peremptorily re- 
fuſed by a pretended order from the ſecre- 
tary, of ſtate; which order, though re- 
peatetlly requeſted, was not or could . 
be produced. 

As no proper or legal authority. cared. 
to countenance ſuch refuſal, the gentlemen . 
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I. e * ä 
be themſelves no ways ebllgel to 
obey the verbal commands of officers act. 
ing only under a verbal authority; and 
entered accordingly without further queſ- 
tion or moleſtation from 7hoſe officers. 

Mr. Wood, the deputy ſecretary of 
ſtate, being ſent for, demanded the reafon 
of ſuch forcible entry: It was rephed that 
#0 force had been uſed, and that the gen- 
tlemen thought themſelves legally Juftified 
in what they had done. 

Soon after this (whether ſent for or not, 
does not appear) Philip Carteret Webb, 
Efq; fohcitor to the treaſury, came into 
the room, and ſome private converſation 
between him and Mr. Wood having paſſed, 
the latter aſked, if any gentleman then 
preſent would attend or inſpect the officers 
while they were ſealing up all papers in | 
the houſe of Mr. Wilkes; or uſed words to 
char or the Hke effect. 

Mr. Wilkes having declined accepting 
of the Hke offer, no perſon then preſent 
thought himſelf authorized to take ven 
Zim fuch infpection. 


1 


(29) 
| Notvickſlunding it was known, thar 
the court of common pleas had granted an 
Habeas Corpus, of which. fact, Philip. 
Carteret Webb, Eſq; ſolicitor to the trea- 
ſury, at that time at Lord Halifax's, was 
then well aſſured; yet was the ſaid. John 
Wilkes, Eſq; member of parliament, com- 
mitted to the Tower of London. #41 

His ſolicitor and one of his council, 
ſoon after they heard of ſuch commitment, 
went to the Tower in order to conſult 
with the ſaid John Wilkes, about the le- 
gal methods to be purſued for his enlarge- 
ment, but were denied admittance ; Ma- 
jor Ransford informing them, that he had 
received orders from the ſecretary of flate, 
not to admit any perſon what/ecuer, to ſpeak 
with or ſee the faid John Wilkes: and fur- 
ther informed them, that he had juſt be- 
fore refuſed the right honourable the 
earl Temple ſuch admittance; | + 
On Sunday, May the firſt, the jy 

centlemen between the hours af twelve 
and one, called again upon Major Rans- 
ford, on the ſame occaſion; but were again: 


| 


4 1 
J 
] 
2 
f 


— — 
a 


— _ 
—— 


— — - 


rr — — 


C = 2 1 
—— tb —— en 
— — — — 


= . — 
— — 
— — — 5 — = - 
. —— — ee LS — Do A > 


c 30 ] 
denied admittance, as were ſoon after r many 
noblemen and gentlemen of the firſt diſ- 


tinction, and Mr. Wilkes's own brother. 


After ſuch denial, Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor 
demanded of the Major a copy of the war- 
rant, under which Mr. Wilkes was com- 
mitted to the Tower; which was readily 
granted by the Major, and of which the 
following is a true copy. 

Charles earl of Egremont and 
George Dunk earl of Halifax lords 

of his majeſty's moſt honourable 
privy council and principal ſecre- 

taries of ſtate. | 

"Theſe are in his majeſty's name to 
authorize and require you to receive 
into your cuſtody the body of John 
Wilkes, eſq; herewith ſent you for 
being the author and publiſher of a 
moſt infamous and feditious libel in- 
titled the North Briton number 45 
tending to inflame the minds and 
alienate the affections of the people, 
from his majeſty and to excite them 
- to traiterous inſurrections againſt the 


6310) 
government, and to keep him ſafe 
and eloſs until he-halk be delivered 
by due courſe of law; and for ſo do- 

ing this ſnall be your Warrant. Given 


at St. James's the goth day of April 
1763 in the third year of his ma- 
Ene * > . 1 | 
. 8 eg 
1 L. S. 
Dunk Halifax | L. S. 
To the right hon. John Lord 
Berkley of Stratton conſtable 


of his mazeſty's Tower of 


London, or to the heutenant  - 
. dee ee or his de- 
Puty. K 

Philip IO Webb, 8 folteinns to 
the treaſury, then being preſent in the ſaid 
Major Ransford's room, Mr. Wilkes's 
council and ſolicitor applied to the ſaid 
Mr. Webb for admittance to the fad Mr. 
Wilkes. 

Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; deſired Ma- 
jor Ransford to allow ſuch admittance, 
which he would indemnify; the Major, 
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with a ſpirit becoming a a good officer, re- 
plied, he could not difobey orders. 


Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; reanſwered, 
he believed there muſt have been a miſ- 
take in the orders, and that, if either of 
the ſecretaries of ſtate were in town, he 
would apply to them, and obtain ſuch ad- 
mittance as aforeſaid, and that he would 
either ſend or bring an order for ſuch ad- 


mittance in the afternoon. 


Upon this aſſertion, the ſaid Mr. Wilkes's ; 
council and ſolicitor between eight and 


nine o'clock in the evening of the ſame 


day, again went to the Tower and ap- 
plied for admittance as aforeſaid. The 
Major having received no inſtructions from 
either the ſecretaries of ftate, or Philip 
Carteret Webb, eſq; refuſed as before. 
On the morning of Monday, the ſecond 
of May, the court of common pleas order- 
ed a return to their writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus, which return not then appearing to 
the court to be ſufficient, the court order- 
ed, that the ſaid return ſnould not at pre- 


{nt be filed; but upon motion granted 


#:238 
another Habeas Corpus directed to * 
conſtable and fo forth of the Tower of 


London. 
Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor: and council the 


fame day, between the hours of two and 


three, again went to the Tower, and made 
application to Major Ransford for admit- 
tance to the ſaid John Wilkes, eſq; but 
were refuſed ſuch admittance, Major Rans- 
ford declaring that he received no orders 
from either of the ſecretaries of ſtate to 
that purpoſe. There appeared upon the 
table of the ſaid Major Ransford a written 
order for him to take down the names of 
all perſons applying for admittance to Co- 
lonel Wilkes. 


MAGN A EST VERITAS. 


OrDers iſſued by the lieutenant governor of 
be Tower reſpecting the detention of Jobn 
Wilkes, Eſq, | 


© That the warders e to keep a 
* cloſe priſoner, ſhall not preſume to leave 


* him for a moment alone, either night or 
D 


applied for admittance to Mr. Wilkes. 


where he made the following ſpeech. 


I. have many humble thanks to return 


do iſſue, to give me an opportunity of 


(634 
day, or to change their duty, with ether 
« warders, but by particular leave or or- 
der from the conſtable, lieutenant, de- 
< puty lieutenant, or in their antenee the 
major of the Tower.. 
They are to permit no perſon to 
c | have admittance into the. room he is 
< confined in, or to ſpeak to him, but 
« by particular order brought them by 
« the major, ar gentleman gaoler.” | 13 
The Major had likewiſe a written order, 
to take down the names of all perſons who 


K* => 


On the morning of Tueſday May 3. 
Mr. Wilkes was brought to the bar of the 
court of Common Pleas, Weſtminſter, 


I FEEL myſelf happy to be at laſt 
brought before a eourt, and before judges, 
vhoſe characteriſtic is the love of liberty. 
for the immediate order you were pleaſed 


Wn 


(35) | 
* laying my grievances before you. They 

are of a kind hitherto unpataleled in this 
free country, and I truſt the conſequenees 


+ will teach miniſters of ſcottiſh and ar- 


« bitrary principles that the liberty of an 
« Engliſh ſubject is not to be ſported away 
with impunity, in chi erat and deſpo- 
* tie manner. 
© I am accuſed of being the author of 
the North Briton, No. 45. I hall only 
* remark upon that paper that it takes all 
© load of accuſation from the ſacred name 
of a prince, whoſe family I love and ho- 
nour as the glorious defenders of the cauſe = 
© of liberty, and whoſe perſonal qualities are 
* ſo amiable, great, and reſpectable, that he 
is deſervedly the idol of his people. It is 
the peculiar fafhion and crime of theſe 
times, and of thoſe who hold high mi- 
. niſterial offices in government, to throw 
© eyery odious charge from themſelves 
© upon majeſty. The author M this pa- 
© per, whoever he may be, has, upon con- 
© ſtitutional principles, done directly the 
© reverſe; and is therefore in me the ſup- 
D 2 


(36) 

© poſed author, meant to be perſecuted 
* accordingly. The particular cruelties 
of my treatment, worſe than if I had 
been a ſcottiſh rebel, this court will 
« hear, and I dare ſay, from your Do 
in due time redreſs. 
II I may perhaps ſtill have the means 
left me to ſhew that I have been ſuperior 
* toevery temptation of corruption. They 
may indeed have flattered themſelves, 
© that when they found corruption could 
© not prevail, perſecution might intimi- 
date. I will ſhew myſelf ſuperior to 
both. My papers have been ſeized, per- 
© haps with a hope the better to deprive 
me of that proof of their meanneſs, and 
* corrupt prodigality, which it may pol- 
* ſibly, in a proper place, be yet in my 
power to give.“ 

He then pleaded by his council, Mr. 0 
Serjeant Glynn, for his diſcharge, alledg-_ 
ing that his commitment was not valid. 
The debate laſted from eleven o'clock till 
a quarter paſt two; when after ſeveral, 

learned arguments on both ſides, he was 


(37) 
remanded back to the Tower; and his 
friends had, for the firſt time, the op- 
portunity of acceſs to him. At his depar- 


ture from the hall, the acclamations of 


the people were, Liberty! 1 Liberty! Wilkes 
for ever, and no exciſe! The court then 


adjourned to Friday the 6th of May, at 
which time he was ordered to be brought 
up again, that the affair * be . | 
determined. 7 

His friends now had the nberty of vil. 
ing him; and perhaps no priſoner in the 
Tower of London ever before, was at- 
tended by ſuch an illuſtrious train of viſi· 2 
tors. 

During this „i bis majeſty was 4 
pleaſed to iſſue orders to lord Egremont, | 
to remove him from his poſt of coloneFin _ 
the militia of the county of Buckingfam, 
which was ſignified to him in the follow- 


ing letter. 


1 
$ 
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0 E ) 
cu of alittr fron the Earl of Egremon 
_ to the Earl 1 N | 
My Lord, | 
THE king having judged it a 
that John Wilkes, eq; ſhould any longer 
ntinue to be colonel of the militia for 
the county of Buckingham, I am com- 
manded to ſignify his majeſty's pleaſure 
to your lordſhip, that you do forthwith 
give the neceſſary orders for difplacing Mr. 
Wilkes, as an officer in the * vr 
fad county of Buckingham. 
In with reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Tour lordihips rioſt obedient 
Whatehall, | EGREMONT. 
ape FO | LIFT 90 
Fo the carl Temple. 


Leiter from the carl T emple- to Jos 
Wilkes, 775 
SIR, . 
AT my return laſt night from the Tower, 


I receivedthe encloſed letter from che Earl 


NN Nn 
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(39). 
of Egremont : in conſequence of his ma- 
ieſty's s commands therem ſignified, you 
will pleaſe to obſerve, chat you no longer 
continue colonel of the milica for the 
county of Buckingham. 

cannot, at the ſame time, kelp ex. 
preſſing the concern I feel in the loſs of an 
officer, by his deportment in command, 
endeared to the whole corps. 


I am, Sir | | | 
Your moſt e 
And moſt hamdle ſervant, 
Bok _ TemeLe, 


* 


Pall Mall, 
May 55 1763 x ie n 
To John Wilkes, eſg _ 
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Copy of a letter from John Wilkes, efq; to 
_ Earl Temple. 
My Lord, 5 
I HAVE this: moment Ph. honour > your 
lordſhip's letter, ſignifying his majeſty's 


commands. that 1 ſhould no longer conti- 


DA 


nene 


0 

nue colonel of the militia for the count 
of Buckingham, I have only to return 
your lordſhip my warmeſt thanks for the 
ſpirit and zeal you have ſhewn in the ſup- 
port of that conſtitutional meaſure from 
the very beginning. Your lordſhip wall 
pleaſe to remember, that I was amongſt 
the foremoſt who offered their ſervices to 
their country at that criſis. Buckingham 
ſhire is ſenſible, and has always ackhow. 
ledged, that no man but your lofdſhip 
could have given ſucceſs to that meaſure 


in our inland county; I am proud of the 


. teſtimony your lordſhip is pleaſed to give 
me, and am happy, in theſe days of peace, 
to leave ſo amiable a corps in that perfect 
harmony, which has from the beginning 


ſubſiſted. 
I have the honour to be, . 
With unfeigned reſpect, 
My Lord, 


Your lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
** Tower, and moſt humble ſervant, 
_ May 5, 1763. Jonx Wilkes. 
Fo the Earl Temple + 


z 
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Axl L Tora in omni caſu LIRTATI 
dant Favorem. | 


14 Impius et Crudelis judicandus eſt qui Li- 
3 BERTATI non favet. Coke Littleton. 
in Oh Friday the 6th of May, Mr. Wilkey 
fo was brought up from the Tower to the 
mn court of common pleas, where (as ſoon 
W as the court was ſeated) he made the fol- 
ip lowing ſpeech: | | 
re My Lords, e 
he y FAR be it from me to regret that L have 
e « paſſed ſo many more days in captivity; 
6 as it will have afforded you an opportu- 
t « nity of doing upon mature reflection, 
8 and repeated examination, the more ſig- 


nal juſtice to my country. The liberty 
of all peers and gentlemen, and what 
touches me more ſenſibly, that of all the 
middling and inferior ſet of people, ho 
ſtand moſt in need of protection, is in 
my caſe this day to be finally decided 
upon: a queſtion of ſuch importance as 
to determine at once, whether Engliſh 


«a 


A * A * 


* * A * * 


by 


a) . - - 
liberty be a reality or a ſhadow. Your 
dignation and compaſſion all that load 
© of oppreſſion under which I have ſo long 

< laboured. Cloſe impriſonment, the ef- 
« fe. of premeditated malice ;. all acceſs 
: for more than two days denied to me ; 
© my houſe ranſacked and plundered ; my 
© moſt private and ſecret concerns di- 
vulged; every vile and malignant inſi- 
nuation even of high treaſon itſelf; no 
< leſs induſtriouſly than falſely circulated, 
© by my cruel and implacable enemies, to- 
5 gether with all the various inſolence of 
© office, form but a part of my unexain- 
& pled ill treatment. Such inhuman prin- 
ciples of ſtar chamber tyranny, will, I 
© truſt, by this court, upon this ſolemn 
boecaßion, be finally extirpated, and 
© henceforth every innocent man, how- 
© '&ver poor and unſupported, may hope | 
_ * to ſleep in peace and ſecurity in his own 
* houſe, inviolated by king's meſſengers, 
* and the arbitrary ha ogg of an over; 
* bearing ſecretary of ſtate. - | 


„ 


1 80 denger ger delay your juſtice: 


* 
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The nation is impatient to hear, nor can 
be ſafe or happy till that is obtained. 


© If the fame perſecution. is after all to 


carry me before another court, I hope I 
* ſhall find that the genuine ſpirit of Mag · 
na Charta, that glorious inheritance, 
* that diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Eng: 
liſhmen, is as religiouſly revered there, 
© as I know i is here, by the great per- 
« ſonages, before whom I have. now the 
© happineſs to ſtand ;. and (as in the ever · 
« memorablecaſe of the impriſoned biſhops } 
8 an independent jury of free- born Eng · 
liſhmen that will perſiſt to determine my 
« fate, as in conſcience bound, upon con- 
« ſtitutionalprinciples, by a verdict of guilty 


© of wot guilty, I aſk no more at the 
en e 


web D 


— —_— A 


| Fm Eo. 0 court ptoceeded to 
ordered to be diſcharged. He then ad- 


n 
drefſed himſelf to the court in the words 
following. 605 5 


My Lords, eg en 6 1 
, GREAT as my joy muſt naturally be at 


the deciſion which hig court with a true 
e ſpirit of liberty, has been pleaſed to make 


concerning the unwarrantable ſeizure of 


* my perſon, and all the other conſequen- 
< tial grievances, allow me to aſſure you 
that I feel it far leſs ſenſibly on my , wn | 
© account,” than 1 do for the public. The 


« ſafferings of an individual are a trifling . 
object, when compared with the whole, 


compariſon with conſiderations of a na- 
ture ſo tranſcendently ſuperior. 


© T will not trouble you with my 1 poor 0 | 
thanks. Thanks are due to you from 


Ld 


La 


the whole Engliſh nation, and from all, 
the ſubjects of the Engliſb crown. They , 
will be paid you, together with every teſ- 
timony of zeal and affection to be Tearn- 
ed ſerjcant, who has ſo ably and ſo con- 


A 


La 


* Mr. Serjeant Glynn. 


and 1 ſhould bluſh to feel for my/elf 1 in 
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: iututionally pleaded my cauſe, and in 
mine (with pleaſure I ſay it) he cauſe of 
liberty. Every teſtimony of my grati- 
« tude is juſtly due to you;' and I take 
leave of this court with a veneration and 
© reſpe&, which no time can obliterate, 
nor can the moſt nn heart . 
« ently expreſs. | | 

When Mr. Wilkes had S FEY au- 
dience burſt into an * ſhout, which 
was often repeated. Mr. Wilkes ſtaid 
ſome time in a room adjoining to the court, 
in expectation that the crowd would dif- 
xerſe : at laſt, finding that it continually ' 
encreaſed, he went out of the back door 
of the common pleas, and was received 
by a prodigious multitude of people who 
attended him, amidſt continual acclama- 
tions, to his own houſe in Great George 


Street, Weſtminſter. The evening con- 


cluded with bonfires, illuminations, and 


other rejoĩcings. 
1 ' + £ " * 
VIVANT REX ET jupieks REOIsS. 


— 
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| Direfied to 


On Mr. Wills 5 return home from 0 
ut of common pleas, ke fent the fol. 
lowing 'g letter to the ſecretaries of ſtate. 


| " wy | Great George Street, May 6, 1763, 


My Lords, 
ON my return hs” * Weltminſer 
Hall, where I have been diſcharged from 
my commitment to the Tower under your 
lordſhips warrant, I find that my houſe 
has been robb'd, and am informed that 
the ſtolen goods are in the paſſeſſion of one 
or both of your lordſhips. I therefore in- 
fiſt that you do forthwith return them 
to 
Your humble 3 
Jen. Wuxxs. 


the earls of "" "IR. and Ha- 
lifax, his majeſty's privcipsl 


ſecretaries of ſtate. 


[Next morning Mr. Wilkes in ** | 


attended only by Mr. Grignion, of Ruſſel- 
Street, Covent-Garden, went to fir John 


(47) 
Fielding's, in Bow-Street, and demanded. 
2 warrant to ſearch the houſes of the earls 


of Egremont and Halifax, his majeſty's 


principal ſecretaries of ſtate, for the good 
ſtolen out of his houſe, which he had re- 


ceived information were lodged at the ſaid 


houſes of the ſecretaries of ſtate, or ane 
of them. John Spinnage, Eſq; the ſit- 
_ * eie to ue the ſaid war- 


The next day Mr. Wilkes received the 
following anfwer to his letter. 


Great George _— May 7 #763. 

= l 
IN anſwer to your Eur of ble To 

which you take upon you to make uſe of 
the indecent and ſcurrilous expreſſions of 
your having . found your houſe had been 
robbed, and that the Holen goods are in our 
Poſſeſſion : we acquaint you that your pa- 
pers were ſeized in conſequence of the 
heavy charge brought againſt you, for be- 
ing the author of an infamous and ſediti- 


ous libel, tending to inflame the minds, 


(48) 


and alienate the affections of the people | 


from his majeſty, and excite them to trai- 


terous inſurrections againſt the govern- 


ment; for which libel, notwithſtanding 
your diſcharge from your commitment to 
the Tower, his majeſty has ordered you 
to be proſecuted, by his attorney general. 

Me are at a loſs to gueſs what you mean 
by ftolen goods: but ſuch of your papers as 


do not lead to a proof of your guilt, ſhall 


be reſtored to you; ſuch as are neceſſary 
for that purpoſe, it was our duty to deli- 
ver over to thoſe, whoſe office it is to col- 
le& the evidence, and manage the proſe- 


cution againſt you. 
We are 
Your humble ſervants, 
EGREMONT. 
Duxk Hauttrax. 
Directed to 7 5 
| Mr. Wilkes. 


q 


ta) 


Fl * 


ing reph, Viz. _ 


My Lords, 
„LITTLE did I expect, when 1 was re- 


Engliſhman has a right to, his property 
taken from him, and ſaid to be in your 


high ſtation, the expreſſions of indecent 
and ſcurrilous applied to my legal de- 


* 4. 


To this ale Mr. Wilkes ſent png fal- a . 
Grea Grorge h dan 9. 1764 10 
« quiring from your lordſhips what an 


* lordſhips poſſeſſion, that I ſhould have 
received in anſwer, from perſons in your 


© mands. The reſpect I bear to his ma- 


« jeſty, whoſe ſervants it ſeems you ſtill 

* are, though you ftand legally convicted 
* of having in me violated, in the higheſt 
and moſt offenſive manner, the liberties 
of all the commons in England, prevents 
my returning you an anſwer in the ſame 


« Billingſgate language. If I genfderecd 


you only in your prävate capacities, I 
* ſhould treat you both according to your 
* deſerts : but where is the vonder that 


— — — — 
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men, who have attacked the ſacred l. le 


a berty of the ſubject, and have iſſued an 
illegal warrant to ſeize his property, 
ſhould proceed to ſuch libellous expreſ 
ſions? You ſay, © that ſuch of my pe. 
« pers ſhall be reſtored to me, as do not 
« lead to a proof of my guilt.” I owe this 
to your apprehenſion of an action, not 
« to your love of juſtice; and in that 155 

if I can believe your lordſhips aſſuran 

the whole will be returned to me. I fear 
neither your proſecution, nor your per. 
« ſecution; and I will aſſert the ſecurity af 
* my own houſe, the liberty of my perſon, 
and every right of the people, not ſo 
* much for my own fake, as for the fake of 
every one of my Engliſh fellow ſubjedts. 
Lan, 


my Lords, WI 
Your humble un 
. Joun Winks. 


DireBed to 
the earls of Egremont 2 Hz 
. lifax, his majeſty's . &- 
cretanes of ſtate. 


wank n a4 Lay I 


(657) 
G the fr day of the ſe effions of — 
(Nov. 15, 1763.) Mr. Wilkes made the 
following ſpeech.] 


© Mr. Speaker, 
© I THINK it my duty to lay before the 
« houſe a few facts, which have occured 
* ſince our laſt meeting, becauſe, in my 
humble opinion, (which 1 ſhall always 
* ſubmit to this houſe) the rights of all the 
Commons of England, and the privi- 
« leges of parliament have, in my perſon, 
been highly violated. _ I ſhall at preſent, 
* content myſelf with barely ſtating the 


facts, and leave the mode of proceeding | 


© to the wiſdom of the houſe, 


On the goth of April, in the morn- | 


* ing, I was made a priſoner in my own 
* houſe, by ſome of the king's meſſengers. 
_ © I demanded by what authority they had 
* forced their way into my room, and was 


* ſhewn a warrant in which no perſon was 
named in particular, but generally the 


* authors, printers and publiſhers of. a ſe- 

* ditious and treaſonable paper, entitled, 

The North Briton, No. 45. The mei- 
E 2 


4 
| 
U 

A 


Ne. 45. The word rreaſonable was 
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© ſengers inſiſted on my going before lord 
Halifax, which I abſolutely refuſed, be- 
cauſe the warrant was, I thought, illegal, 
and did not reſpect me. I applied, by 
« my friends, to the court of common 
* pleas, for a Habeas Corpus, which was 
granted, but as the proper office was not 

then open, it could not immediately if. 
© ſne. I was afterwards carried, by vio- 
© lence, before the earls of Egremont and 
Halifax, whom I informed of the or- 
ders given by the court of common pleas 


© for the Habeas Corpus; and 1 enlarged . 


upon this ſubject to Mr. Webb, the {o- 
© Hicitor of the treaſury. I was, however, 


© hurried away to the Tower by another 


* warrafit, which declared me the author 


and publiſher of a moſt infamous and ſe- | 


« Qitious Abel, intitled, The North Briton, 


dropped, yet I was detained a cloſe pri- 


* Tortr, und no perſon was ſuffered to 
eotne Rear me for almoſt three days, al- 
_© though my council, and ſeveral of my 
CIO — in order 


F 


( 53) 
« to concert the means of recovering my 
« liberty. My houſe was plundered, my 
* bureaus broke open, by order of two of 
your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. 
Webb, and all my papers carried away. 
After fix days impriſonment I was diſ- 
charged, by the unanimous judgment of 
« the court of common pleas, © That the 
« privilege of this hauſe extended to my 
« caſe.” otwithſtanding this ſolemn de- 
© cifion of one of the king's ſuperior 
« courts of juſtice, a few days after, I was 
* ſerved with a ſubpœna upon an informa- 
tion exhibited againſt me in the king's 
bench. I loſt no time in conſulting the 
* beſt books, as well as the greateft living | 
authorities; and from the trueſt judg- 
© ment I could form, I thought that the 
* ſerving me with a ſubpœna was another 


violation of the privilege of parliament, 


* which I will neither deſert nor betray, | 
and therefore J have not yu entered an 


appearance. 


L now fund-l che pp g 


© houſe, anc "with the prin de- 
£3 
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4 ference, the whole caſe to their juſtice 


and wiſdom, and beg leave to add, that 
c if after this important buſineſs has in its 
full extent been maturely weighed, you 
© ſhall be of opinion, that I am intitled 
© to privilege, I ſhall then be not only 
_ ready, but eagerly deſirous, to wave that 
* privilege, a and to put myſelf upon a 
jury af my . oo 


—_— — 
y_ 


L IS 


* 


Mr. Wilkes's letter to Mr. Martin. 
Great George-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, Nov. 16, 


* 4 

* YOU com plained Nellesdey before fie 

© hundred gentlemen, that you had been 

\ © ſtabbed in the dark by the North Briton, 
but I have reaſon to believe you was not 

© fo much in the dark as you affected and 

© choſe to be. Was the complaint, made 
before ſo many gentlemen, on purpoſe 

that they might interpoſe? To cut off 

every pretence of i ignorance as to the 

© author, I whiſper in your ear, that every 

© paſſage in the North Briton, in which 


#- 


0 55 ) 
« you have been named, or even alluded 


to, was written by | 
Your humble ſervant, 
Jon Wüxks. 


Mr. Martin's 8 Anſwer. 3 
ity 40  Abingdon-frett, Nov. 16, 1763. 
08 IIR. 
As I faid in che Houſe of Commis | 
« yeſterday, that the writer of the North 
« Briton, who had ſtabbed me in the dark, 
© was a cowardly, as well as a malignant 
and infamous ſcoundrel; and your letter 
© of this morning's date, acknowledges 


£ that every paſſage of the North Briton, 


J in which I have been named, or even al- 
© luded to, was written by yourſelf, I muſt 


take the liberty to repeat, that you are a 
malignant and infamous ſcoundrel, and 

© that I deſire to give you an opportunity 
OD, of ſhewing me whether the epithet of 


© cowardly was rightly applied or not. 


I I defire that you may meet me in = 


5 Hyde Park immediately, with a brace of 


piſtols each, to determine our difference. L. 
E 4 | 


( 56 ) 

II ſhall go to the ring in Hyde-Park, 
vit my piſtols ſo concealed that nobody 
may ſee them; and I will wait in expecta- 
, tionof you one hour. As Tſhall call in my 
« way at your houſe fo deliver this letter, 
* I propoſe. to go from thence directly to 
© the ring in Hyde-Park, from whence we 
may proceed, if it be neceſſary, to any 
more private place; and I mention that 
I ſhall wait an hour in order to give you 

full time to moet me. rn ä 


Low! humble i 
n | Sam. Maxrix? 


"Fe circumſtances: of the duel related 
by Mr. Wilkes are as: follow: when the 
gentlemen met in Hyde Park, they walked 
together for a little vchile to avoid ſome 
eampany, which ſeemed ming up to 
them. They brought each a pair of piſ- 
tols. "When they were alone, the firſt fie 
was from Mr. Martin's piſtol. Me. Mar- 
tin's piſtol milſed Mr. Wilkes, and. the 
piſtol fd; Wilkes ce dethed in. ind 


„ 
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pan. The gentlemen then each took one 75 
of Mr. Wilkes's pair of piſtols. Mr. 
Wilkes miſſed, and the ball of Mr. Mar- 
tin's piftol lodged in Wilkes's belly. Mr. 
Wilkes bled immediately very much. 


Mr. Martin then came up and defired to 


give him all the affiſtance in his power. 
Mr. Wilkes replied, that Mr. Martin had 
behaved like a man of honour, that he was 
killed, and inſiſted on Mr. Martin's mak- 
ing his immediate eſcape, and no creature 
mould know from Mr. Wilkes how the 


affair happened, Upom this they parted, | 


but Mr. Martin came up again in two or 
three minutes to Mr. Wilkes, offaring harm 

a ſecond time his aſſiſtance, but Mr. Wilkes 
again inſiſted. on his going off. Mr. Mar- 
tin expreſſed his concern for Mr. Wilkes, 
ſaid the thing was too well known: by ſe- 
veral people, who came up almoſt directiy, 
and then went away. Mr. Wilkes was 


carried home, but would not tell any cir- 


cumſtance of the caſe, till he found it W 
much known. He only ſaid to the Sur: 


grong. Kc. that ic was an affair of hapour. 
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The day following Mr. Wilkes imagir- 
ing himſelf in the greateſt danger, return- 
ed Mr. Martin his letter, that no evidence 
might appear againſt him; and inſiſted 
upon it with his relations, that in caſe of 
his death no trouble ſhould be given Mr. 
Martin, for he had behaved as 4 man of 
honour. © © 

Mr. Martin not at the nes time return- 
ing Mr, Wilkes's letter, occaſioned ſome- 
body to remark, © That in all probability 
it was kept in order to be made uſe of as 
a proof of Mr. Wilkes being concerned 
. in the North Briton.“' I own, ſaid the 
remarker, that I can account for this be- 
haviour of Mr. Martin no more than I can 
for his tamely bearing above eight months 
the abuſe upon him. Has he been all this 
time (Sundays not excepted) practiſing at 
a target? that report is confirmed by all 
his neighbours in the country. Yer, after 
all, he did not venture to ſend to Mr. 
Wilkes, but before five hundred gentle- 
men, ready to interpoſe, ſeemed to intend 
to begin a quarrel, * dat it * 


639 
end there. Mr. Wilkes choſe coolly, to 


take it up the next morning, by a private 


letter to Mr. Martin, who inſiſted or piſ- 
tols, without naming the ſword, though 
the choice of weapons was, by the laws 
of honour, in Mr. Wilkes. | r 


A letter from Dr. Brockleſby * 1 
| Wilkes. 


Dear Sir, 


LATE lll night-1: cateined che inchlih 


jetter from my moſt ingenious and worthy 
friend Dr. Hebberden, and alſo the in- 
cloſed copy of an order of the houſe. of 
commons, to report upon your caſe on 
the 19th of January; I am therefore to 
entreat you, to fix the hour for our attend- 
ance at your houſe on Monday, and I will 
take care to appoint Dr. Hebberden and 
Mr. Hebberden, and Mr. Hawkins, 
Ilam, dear Sir, OILS 

Tour moſt obedient 

: humble ſervant, 


Rieu BaooxLtany. 


|  Norfolk-ſtreet, e 


Sunday morning 


Dec. 18, 1763. 


10 


2 


'T 
TH 


(6 
— —— 
Latter 7 Dr. Heb berden 7% Ds, Rrock- 
leſby, cubich wwas the incleoſed lau above 


mentioned. 
cee Dec . 
„Dear Sir, 


va <4 


come to Mr. Hawkins and me, to attend 
Mr. Wilkes from time to time in order to 
obſerve the progreſs of the cure, and to 
make a report ta the houſe, together with 


you and Mr. Graves. Tou vill oblige us 


by acquainting Mr. Wilkes with this; and 
if you will let us know at what time you 
intend to fee Mr. Wilkes on Monday, we 
will be ready to meet you there. Mr. 
Hawkins deſires that the appointment may 


| — einer” tanfre. 


I am, Sir, FI 
Your moſt humble ee 
W. HBEERDEx. | 


A card from Ar. Wilkes to Dr. Hebber- 


den. 


| i : MR. Wilkes preſents his compliments to 


Dr. Hebberden, and is duly ſenſible f 


fo 8 
the kind care and concern of the houſe af 


commons, not only for his health but for 
his ſpeedy recovery, He is attended by 
Dr. Brockleſby, of whoſe integrity and 
ability he has had the experience of many 
years, and on whoſe ſkill he has: the moſt. 
perfect reliance. Mr, Wilkes cannot but 
{till be of opinion, that there is a peculiar 
propriety in the choice he at firſt made of 
Dr. Brockleſby, for the cure of what is 
called a gam ot wound, from the circum- 
ſtances of the doctor's having been ſeveral 
years phyſician to the army; but at the 
ſame time entertains a real eſteem for Dr. 
cannot ſay that he waſhes to fee the doctor 
at preſent, he hopes that he ſhall be wel 
enough to beg that honour to eat a hit of 
mutton in een 


Monday, Dec. 19. Greut George: ftrret. 


a” 


A card from Mr. Wilkes to Mr. Hawkins. 
MR. Wilkes preſents his compliments to... 
Mr. Hawkins.” He ſome time ago, from 2 
motives of hutnanity, readily tanſerited, P 
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at the requeſt of Mr. Martin; toreceiveris | 
viſits of Dr. Hebberden and Mr: Hawkins, 
He is now acquainted that the honour Mr. 
Hawkins intends him, of a viſit to-day, 
is not at the deſire of Mr. Martin; and 
therefore he begs that it may be deferred 
till he is more capable of enjoying com- 
pany. He has every reaſon to continue 
perfectly ſatisfied with the conduct of Mr. 
Graves, a military ſurgeon of eminence, 
who extracted the ball; he hopes, in a 
few weeks, to be ſo well recovered, as to 
be able to receive Mr. Hawkins in Great 
George ſtreet: and ſhall be impatient for 
an opportunity of ſhewing the juſt regard 
he will ever pay * to ſo HOOK A ch: 
racter, X | 

| Monday, Dec. 1 oh 
Letter from Mr. Wilkes zo Dr. . Mochte 
Great George-ftreet, Monday, Dec. 1 19,1 7 bz 
Dear Sir, | 

IHAV E the favour of your le tter, and 
of the papers incloſed. I think you are 
rather cent! in politeneſs, that you do 


ay 


. T7 
— goiir deaaltetiony 
and /ingula# honour done him by the houſe 
of commons, in appointing a phyſician: and 
ſurgeon to attend him. The lords ſet them 
ſuch an example, by ordering the phy/ician 
and ſurgeon of a member of the other houſe 
to their bar, to be examined concerning 
his ſtate of health. I had before received 
other unmerited obligations from their 
lordſbips, and the old friendſhips of Lord 
Sandwich, though I on I was rather put 
to the bluſh by their publiſhing to the world 
what they-pretended was found [perhaps 
put] among the things ſtolen: from me. If 
a man makes a private efay "0/7 woman, 
ſhould all the world ſee it? is a treatiſe 
againſt the ſpleen or the dium vite, ſo 
dangerous as now to become a ſtate-ezime 
for the cognizance of our preſent l rulers, 
or rather Ins? Has the naſty gum- 
my, blubbering, over- grown boy of a lord, 
as barbarous and bluſt'ring as the north, 


has he likewiſe received his orders to de- 
nounce to the commons a laughable poem, 
as a horrid crime to make all good chriſ- 
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tians ſnudder: > are the moſt wretched and 
impious lines, to be forged, that 2 work 
which idolizes the ſex, may be brought 

into judgment before the orafty Scot, who 
never loved any woman, and who—— 
This laſt act of the commons ſeems al- 
moſt to perfect the ſcene, and quite over- 
whelms me with gratitude. Yet though 
I am a young member, I cannot but ob- 
ſerve and lament, that the antient, eſta- 
bliſhed forms of parliament have in the 
preſent caſe been laid aſide, as if order 
had taken leave of the houſe with good old 
Onſlow. The courſe of buſineſs has al- 
ways been, that affairs of unportance 
ſhould previouſly go to a committee. The 
affair you have. mentioned is of ſo much 
real conſequence, that it ſhould (in my 
poor opinion) have been referred to two 
committees. Firſt, it ſhould have gone to 
the committee of ways and means, to con- 
trive how the fate phyſician and ſurgeon can 
get into my houſe. Secondly, to the com- 
mittee of ſupply, to vote the fees due to the 
. gentlemen. bor their, aurndance Bagh 


( Gs ) 
have public coonemy fo mueh at heart, 
(though I make no parade of it) that T will 
ſave the nation that expence; for I will 
not ſuffer either of them to enter * 
doors. 

The commons, like true country — 
ſeem to haye an overflowing: of kindneſs 
for me, which is very apt to o farfiie' and 
yet like the others, ſometimes in the ſame 
moment, they fail in a point of good breed- 
ing, even to one of their own members. 
The houſe deſires Dr. Hebberden and Mr. 
Hawkins to come to me, but forgot to 
deſire me to' receive them, and I moſt cer- 
tainly will not. 

surely, my dear Sir, this matter has 
been too lightly determined upon by the 
honourable houſe, It is pretty well known 
that I have already a phyſician and ſurgeon, 
whoſe characters the foul breath of ſlan- 
der never reached, and whom I confide in 
and love. Why ſhould I admit any others? 
am I to, conſent to an unjuſt ſlur upon 
gentlemen, with whom I have all the rea- 


ſon in the world to be ſatisfied ? ſhall 1 
F 
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I concur in ſuffering party madneſs to fir: 2 
vile ſuſpicion, where I know that It ought 
not to reſt? I will never countenance ſo 
"ſhameful a proceeding. - Honour, juſtice, 
gratitude, private endihip, equally for. 
bid it. 

My brother members ſeem quite wil 
in their rage. They would force a PH. 
cian and ſurgeon upon me, when J have one 
of each already, and they forget that my 
dear friend and chaplain Cavscnily has 
left me for ſome time. Would it not 
therefore have looked better, if theſe ob- 
liging friends had ſhewn ſome regard to 
my ſpiritual concerns, and had ordered 

their own chaplain, the very learned hro- 
ther of the very conſcientious merchant, And 
of the very acute ſecretary to attend me; 
or they might perhaps have prevailed on 
the coop Mr. Kidgell. He is ſo ready to 
every laudable (and lucrative) work, he 
would not, I believe, have heſitated. 
'You might, in time, have had obJervatimn 
on my converſion and apoſtleſbip, though | 
hope not in a way to make you doubt of 


(67) 
the whole; at leaſt you would have been 
ſure of a SERIES OF LETTERS in the LEp- 
cer, the profits to be divided between the 
faid Kidgell and his partner Mac-Faden, ac- 
cording to the ſaid K7dgelPs former plan. 
I think the lords too ought to have conſi- 
dered this important point chaplainſbip, and 
lord Sandwich, or lord Le Deſpencer, or 


ſome other pious lord, ſhould have moved 


to ſend me a divine legation of the biſhop of 
Gloucefter. J have been ſaid to have doubts. 
I really have none. If I had, that ortho- 


dox biſhop would ſurely be able to remove 
them; only I ſhould fear, that for every 


one of mine he carried away, he would 
leave ten of his own behind with me. I 


might likewiſe be treated with quaint per- 


ſuaſives to continence. It could never come 
more apropos, nor with a greater probability 


of ſucceſs, for that cold, frozen virtue of 
chaſtity, the virtue of age, not of youth, 


ſeems likely to be as much my portion 
this year, as it has been the pedant's thro? 


F 
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every year of his life. His virtue is fixed 
as in a froſt, beyond all the powers of ge. 
nial ſpring, or a moſt luſcious wife, mine 

F truſt will thaw, melt, and reſolve itſelf in 
ſprightly dew long before the firſt breath 
of zephyr. 


After all, my dear doctor, I might, | 
believe, admit the ſtate-phyſician- and fur- 
geon without any danger of a Raffiar 
h.emirrhoidal cholic, but I will not do any 
thing on compulſion, Hal. I do not ſuſpect 
either of them in the leaſt to reſemble a 
Talbot, a Martin, a Forbes, or a Dun. On 
the contrary, they are both amiable men, 
and therefore, I wiſh you would bring 
them here to dinner as ſoon as I ſhall get 
a little better, for, at preſent, if they 
come, I ſhould ar my would: ph 


* © Aſk of the umd che way ? the 
learn'd are blind ?” 

That way a Warburton could never find: 

Eſſay on woman, ep. 4. 1. 40. 

The firſt line, is I. 19. of ep. 4. in 

Poope's eſſay on man. 


r „„ Px a. 
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| (69) | 
themſelves, by authority, ond on the right, 
and the other on the left hand, of their 
poor patient, and, like Sancho's deftor 
with his wand, forbid my taſting any thing 
[ ogled, or rather jqainted at. 
I am alone; if you are diſengaged, 1 


wiſh you to come here at four, and I will 
give you half of my boiled chicken. We 
never can want food for laughter, while, 
in the phraſe of the fly Fox, George Gren- 
ville has the condut? of the houſe zaum 
Jam ever, my dear Sir, 
Your affectionate humble ſervant, 
Jonx WIL XXS. 


[While Mr. Wilkes lay dangerouſly ill 
of his wound, it was given out by the ad- 


vocates for the miniſtry, that as ſoon as he 


came to the houſe he would be expelled: 
of courſe therefore a vacancy would hap- 
pen for the borough af Ayleſbury which 
he repreſented ; and ſomebody put the fol- 
lowing * in the London Evening 


Poſt : 
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( 70.) ; 
Extrof of a letter from Ayleſbury, Daw L, 
WE have had great canvaſſing here 


* ſince there has been a talk of expelling 
© Mr. Wilkes. Sir William Lee has been 


very buſy in behalf- of his friend the 
Captain; but it is not beliched he wil 
* ſucceed, becauſe it is very ungenerous 
and ungentleman like, in ſuch a parti- 
« cular caſe as this, to ſolicit intereſt to 
© ſucceed a man before it is certainly 
© known whether he will be expelled” 

Which occaſioned the following letter. 


— 


To the printer of the London Evening pol. 


SIR, 


HAVING ſeen in your paper of laſt Sa. 
turday a reflection upon me, for having in- 
tereſted myſelf in behalf of a friend, upon 
the ſuppoſition of a vacancy likely to hap- 
pen for that borough, I deſire you to in- 
form your anonymous correſpondent, that 
I have done nothing therein, or upon any 
occaſion whatever, that I am not ready to 


© 
vindicate as a gentleman to any one that 
ſhall require it. . 
Hartwell, | W. LXX. 
Dec. 6, 1763. | | 
Although Mr. Wilkes was very innocent 


of the paragraph alluded to, yet he 
could $ t help taking notice of ſo ex- 

traordinary a letter; and — 
wrote the following anſwer. 


— 


To Sir William Lee V Hartwell, in the 
| county of Bucks, Bart. 
SIR, 
GIVE me leave to congratulate you on 
your having commenced author, and the 
London Evening Poſt, on the great acqui- 
ſition made of ſuch ralents as your's for 
that paper. I doubt not of your ſoon 
diſtancing all the other miniſterial writers; 
and though you may not regularly on Sa- 
turday nights have your pay counted out 
to you, yet ſome little ſnug ſine-cure, or 
a miniſterial mandate to a county, for 
what you were very lately fo aukwardly 
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_ -Eaping-after, (though thank heaven, * | 
were diſappointed, may, in the 8 
eampenle your labours. 3 
I 1 muſt, however, recommend to you, 
rather mare temper, you Start too- furi- 
ouſly; you ſhould firſt play with bended 
xeins, then urge by degrees more mpidly, 
and at laſt try the whole fury of the courſe 
As a young man, you are intitled to por- 
tion, but you ſhould have laughed at an 
idle paragraph in a news-paper, in which 
pour GREAT name is not at length. Did 
the conſcientiouſneſs of having merited 
that little ſatire, ſting you? I have a right 
to alk you; for in your curious letter, 
you ſay I beve done nothing therein, or upon 
any eccefion whatever (bravo! W. LE de 
ſeipſo) that I am not ready to vindicate 45 
à gentleman ts any one THAT (not who) ſþail 
require it. Now I will only remark abel, 
that that worthy baronet urges it the ver} 
pink of chivalry, and is that that is very 
.brave. But do you mean to dindicaſe it 
by your pen or your ſerd? if by your 
Pen, as you offer to vindicate it to am cut, 
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I, A. B. beg to mY you a few queſtions. . 
* it confiſtent with bonour and bu- 
manity to begin a canvaſs in the bo- 
rough of Ayleſbury, when there was no 
certainty of any vacancy, and the preſent 
member lay dangerouſly ill from an affair 
of honour ? Was this chriſtian like, pour- 
ing oil into his bleeding wounds; or, was 
it not, as far as you could, planting thorns 
under a fick man's piflow ? Was it fair, 
candid, or juſt, ordering application to 
be made to one of 'the returning officers, 
who is Mr. Wilkes's tenant ? Have you 
ever had any provacation from Mr. Wilkes? 
Have you not always been upon terms of 
civility with him? Juſtify then to the 
world, the propriety, the decency, or even 
the humanity of your conduct. 

But, perhaps, 1 miſtake you, and you 
meant to juſtify it by your ſword, Tou 
have juſt begun by inting your maiden pen, 
and you might poſſibly mean at the ſame 
time to contrive to fleſh your maiden feword. 
Pray be explicit, and let me know if you 
meant to ſend a challenge to all the world 


(74) | 
by the London Evening Poſt. Was ever 
any thing ſo truly noble and great? 33 

But I tire you and myſelf : I ſhall there- 
fore conclude, with only begging of you, 
that, inſtead of beginning any diſturbances 
at Ayleſbury, you would keep your own © 
little pariſh of Hartwell quiet, and be re- 
conciled to a worthy clergyman, who ne- 

ver offended you, and whom your good 
father cheriſhed, and honoured. 


White Hert, Ayleſbury, 
16 3. 


2 
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The following 1 papers relate to the attempt 
which one Mr. Dun, made on Mr. Wilkes's | 
In the King Fe OHN WIL KES, of 
Bench. Ayleſbury in the county 
of Bucks, Eſq; Matthew Brown, ſervant 


do the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, and Mathias Darly, 
of the pariſh of St. Anne, Soho, in the 
liberty of Weſtminſter, engraver, ſeve- 
rally make oath; and firſt, the ſaid John 
Wilkes for himſelf faith, That he this de- 


(75) 
ponent verily believes that he is in danger 
of his life, from the wicked, malicious, 
revengeful, and unprovoked menaces of 
one Alexander-Dun, who (this deponent 
is informed) is a Scotch officer; and be- 
tween eleven and twelve of the clock laſt 
Tueſday Evening demanded entrance into 
this deponent's houſe in Great George- 
Street, Weſtminſter, and threatened vio- 
lence to his perſon ; and this deponent fur. 
ther ſaith, That about nine of the clock 


this morning he received the letter here- 


unto annexed,” marked (A) which this de- 
ponent is informed, and verily believes, 
is of the hand writing of the ſaid Alexan- 
der Dun: and this deponent, Matthew 
Brown, for himſelf faith, that he ſaw a per- 
fon at the time firſt above mentioned make 
ſeveral very rude and violent endeavours 
to come into the houſe of the ſaid Meg 
Wilkes; and upon his being refuſed by 
this deponent, threatened revenge to Mr. 
Wilkes, and alſo to this deponent ; and by 
the beſt deſcription and information which 
this deponent has been able to collect, he 


(76) 
believes the ſaid perſon's name is Alexan. 
der Dun : and this deponent Mathias Darly 
for himſelf ſaith, That he this deponent 
did yeſterday write to Mr. Wilkes the let- 
ter hereunto annexed (B) the contents of 
which are true, and that the Scotch offi- 
cer therein alluded to is the ſaid Alexan- 
der Dun: and this deponent further faith, 
That he is not moved by any malice or 
reſentment againſt the ſaid Alexander 
Dun, but thought it his duty as a mem- 
ber of ſociety, to make the above intima- 
tions to Mr. Wilkes, in order that he 
might concert the neceſſary meaſures for 
his perſonal ſafety. And therefore the 
ſaid John Wilkes craves ſureties of the 


peace againſt the ſaid Alexander Dun, not 


1 out of hatred or malice, but merely for 


the preſervation of his life and * — 

| . 

8 Jonx Sai; 

 MaTTaew BrRow,. 
MaTmrras DaRLY, 


. | 
The deponent John Wilkes fworr at his 
houſe in Great George-ftreet, Weſt 


minſter, he being indiſpoſed, the 8th 


day of December, 1763, before me, 


W. Mapelſden, by Commiſſion. 
Matthew Brown and Mathias Darly, ſworn. 


in Great Ormond- ſtreet, the 8th * of 
December, 1763, before | 


a E. WILNuor. 


— 


SIR, London, Dec. 8, 1763. 


AS J have ſomething of conſequence to 
communicate to you, I ſhould be glad to 


know what time would be moſt convenient 


for me to call upon you this day, I called Ge 


once before and was refuſed admittance. 


Be ſo good as fend me an anſwer by my 


fervant who will wait for it. Lieutenant 
Crockat of dragoons, who is now in Scot- 
land, deſires his compliments to you for 
the many civilities ſhewn him when he was 
quartered ' near your country ſeat; you 


(78) 
may be aſſured that many of the Scotch 
have ſtill a regard for you, and none of 

them more ſo than your moſt n and 
n ſervant, 1 
| N "ly 
Direct to me at Mr. Whyte's, peruke- 
maker, lieutenant of marines. 


To John Wilkes, Eſq; 
(A) 


London Dec. 7, 1763. 
S I R, WES be” pe TY 
I SHOULD not do my duty if I did 
not acquaint you that the young Scotch 
officer, that wanted entrance at your houſe, 
sa villain, and his intentions are of blackiſh 
dye. I had been in his company for near 
four hours. That part of our converſa- 
tion that relates to you, conſiſted chiefly 
of his intentions of maſſacreing you *the 


\-: firſt opportunity, and that there was thir- 
Y teen more gentlemen of Scotland of the 


3 

ſame reſolution, and confederates of his, 
who was reſolved to do it, or die in the 
attempt. Laſt night, when your trial was 
over, the gentleman at the coffee-houſe 
quitted the room that I was in (on-account 
of the ſhouts in the Hall) and left the 
Scotch hero and together, but I abruptly 
left the room, and went after the people 


to Great George-ſtreet, and on hearing a 


noiſe at your door, I went up, and, to my 
great ſurpriſe, ſaw the Scotchman a- trying 
for entrance; I knocked and had admit - 
tance, which enraged the hero ſo much, 
that he ſwore revenge againſt the ſervant, 


ang was very troubleſome ; when I went 


out, I heard a gentleman taking him to 


taſk upon his vowing revenge on you or 


your ſervant, upon which I told the gen- 
tleman a ſmall part of what I knew, and 


he put him in the hands of two watchmen, 


and ordered him to the roundhouſe, but at 
the corner of Great George-ſtreet, 'I am 
told, he was reſcued, and ran away. There 
vas converſation paſſed between him and 


the company that is not ſafe to communi- | 
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cate ese pbsedplas uns zeal make 
it unſaſt for ſuch an abandoned wretch to 
be at large. Your own diſererion; I hope, 


will guide you to — _ wn 81 


may be intended. 
OSS am, with all reſpect, 
Sir —_ His 
M. Dazy. | 


Te Mr. Wilkes, | Cranborn alley, 


Great George-ſtreet. Leiceſter Fields. 


() 
E. WII Mor. ; | L. We 


ENGLAN „ 7 HEREAS L have. re- 
to wit, ceived information on 


| the oath of John Wilkes, Eſq; Matthew 


Brown, and Mathias Darly, That one 

Alexander Dun, between elevenand twelve 
o'clock on Tueſday evening laſt, demanded. 
entrance into the houſe of John pray . 
and threatened violence to his perſon; and 


(8) 


hath ſince, in the: hearing of Mathis 7 
Darly, declared his intention to -maſfacre - 
the ſaid John Wilkes the firſt opportunity; 
and therefore the ſaid John Wilkes craves 
ſureties of the peace againſt the ſaid Alex- 


ander Dun, not out of hatred or malice, 
but merely for the preſervation of his life 
and perſon from danger. 8 


Theſe are therefore to will and require, 


and, in his majeſty's name, ſtrictly to 
charge and command you, and every of 


you, upon ſight hereof, to apprehend and 


take the ſaid Alexander Dun, and bring 


him before me, or one other of the juſtices - 


of his majefty's. court of Kiftg's Bench, if 
taken in or near the cities of London or 
Weſtminſter, otherwiſe before ſome juſtice 
of the peace living near the place where he 
ſhall be herewith taken : to the end he 
may become bound with ſufficient ſureties 


for his perſonal appearance, in his ma- 


jeſty's court of King's Bench, on the firſt 
day of Hillary term, to anſwer the pre- 
miſes, and, in the mean time, to keep the 


G 


peace, and be of good behaviour towards . 
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All his Majeſty's ſubjects, eſpecially to- 
wards the ſaid John Es and hereof 
fail not at your penl.. 

" Giyen under my es * ſeal this 

8 eighth Day of December, 1763. 
To Richard Elton my tipſtaff, and to all 

chief and petty conſtables, head- 

| boroughs, tythingmen, and all * 

whom theſe may concern. 

Mr. Wilkes having appointed ſeven in 

the evening, om Thurſday laſt, for an in- 

terview with the ſaid Alexander Dun, he 
came punctually at the time, when he was 
apprehended in conſequence of the above 
warrant. 


The following is ene paper chu 
was circulated by Mr. Dun, —— 
remarks t hereon.] | 

AS there is to be publiſhed by fubſcrip- 

tion, by lieutenant Alexander Dun of Ma- 

rines, a book entituled, The hiftory of 2 

reduced officer, with advice to half - pay 
officers, and to officers entering the army, 
= point explained concerning the ſea and 
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marine officers: interſperſed with various 
obſervations on the fair ſex, 


Quo ſemel eſt imbuta recens furvabit, 
Odorem T efta diu. 


To which is added, ſome advices to, 
and obſervations on, Mr. Wilkes's beha- 
viour to the Scotch nation. 

++ The author may be heard of at 
the Parhament-tavern, near Weſtminſter- 
hall, or at St, Clement's coffee-houſe i in 
the Strand, if any gentlemen chuſe to ſub- 
ſcribe— 

Mr. Dun has had ſo much encouragement 
already from the nobility and quality, both 
in Britain, and in foreign countries, in 
this publication, that he would not have 
made it public had it not been for an ac- 
cident which happened n now to be 

explained. 

r Wilkes 18 n in his 
treatiſe, he thought it eumbent upon 
him to wait upon Mr. Wilkes to ſee whe+s 
ther or not the diſſentions betwixt the 


Engliſh and Scotch nations what are theſe 
aiſentions ? nobody ever heard of them] re- 
'G 2 | 
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ported to be occaſioned by him were from 
real or imaginary cauſes. He had an of- 
fer of being introduced to Mr. Wilkes by 
ſeveral different gentlemen [WHO e] and 
on Tueſday night [near twelve clock) 
went for that purpoſe, but was refuſed ad- 
mittance; was diſappointed next day by 
breach of appointment M bat appornt- 
ment? ] and on Thurſday Morning wrote 
Mr. Wilkes the following letter, which 
was ſent by on ſervant. | 


COIN 
1 25 21 


To Journ WILKES, En. ; 
8 London, Dec. 8, 1763. 


« ASI have, ſomething of conſequence to 
communicate to you, I ſhould be glad 
© to know what time would be moſt con- 
venient for me to call upon you this day: 
] called once before, and was refuſed 
© admittance. Be ſo good as fend me an 
* anſwer by my ſervant, who will wait for 
* If, 

Lieutenant Crockat of dragoons, who 
is now in Scotland, deſires his compli- 
ments to you for the many civilities 
* ſhewn him when he was quartered near 
* your country ſeat. You may be aſſured 
* that many of the Scotch have ſtill a re- 

* gard for you; and none of them more 
ſo than your moſt humble and obedient 
$ ſervant, a 


/ Ark Dun,” 
This letter he ſent at nine o'clock in 
the morning; a little after one o'clock he 


received, by his ſervant, the following card, 
G 3 
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Mr. Doux, 1. 41 239 Thurſday. 
Mr. Wilkes's. compliments to Mr. 
Dun, and deſires; to ſee him at ſeven 
© o'clock this evening: is obligec to him 

for the account of Mr. Crockat.“ 


In conſequence of this deſire, Mr. Dun 
went to Mr. Wilkes's lodgings [bo does 
Mr. Wilkes lodge with? This is the trut 
Edinburgh ſtile : has Mr. Wilkes a bouſe or 
only a flat: two or three rooms they call a 
flat at Edinburgh] in George-ſtreet, at the 
time appointed When he came there he 
knocked gently at the 'door, and was ad- 
mitted by a ſervant who called himſelf Mr. 
Wilkes's Butler; he aſked Mr. Dun to 
walk into a parlour until Mr. Wilkes ſhould 
come down; wanted to know if he had 
any covers [as be had defered by his bey] to 
be ſigned; and that he would carry them 
up to Mr. Wilkes: Mr. Dun then gaye 
him a dozen, which he took away in order 
to carry up to Mr. Wilkes, who, he ſaid, 
was in the room above.— 


. 

In a few minutes after, the Butler came 
back, in a mild manner deſired Mr. Dun 
to walk above to his maſter, who was 
waiting for him: he immediately followed, 
and was ſcarcely out of the parlour door, 
when five or fix men catched faſt hold of 
him, and brought him down; ſome of 
chem were gentlemen, whoſe names Mr. 
Dun does not-chuſe to mention; who uſed 
him very well afterwards: that violence was 
offered is evident, becauſe one of the gen- 
tlemen had the joints of two of his fingers 
diſlocated : they then ſearched Mr. Dun, 
but found no deadly weapon about him; 
indeed he had a penknife in his waiſtcoat 
pocket, [looſe in his left band coat pocket] 
which they kept, and ſaid he had brought 
it with intention to kill Mr. Wilkes. That 
de may do impartial juſtice to all, he here 
declares, that in a little time they return- 
ed his pocket-book, papers, &c. and upon 
his obſerving that he was almoſt firangled, 

they brought ſeveral different kinds of 


. e * 6a 
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ſaid they believed they were: all in the 
wrong nat true] but that he mufſt go 
to ſome genteel houſe and be confined a 
little, until he [ſhould clear up this mat- 
ter, as Mr. Wilkes had a warrant againſt 
him on ſuſpicion of his intending to maſ- 
fſacre him | according to his own declaration. 
They then aſked, if he did not think it 
proper for them to have acted this part ? 
He ſaid not, as he thought it was taking 
hold of him under ſhew of friendſhip, as 
the card expreſſed. - He aſked if his letter 
did not deſerve civil treatment? To which 
Mr. Coates, juſtice of peace, [in Surry] 
was pleaſed to reply, That Mr. Wilkes 
had acted by his advice; that they found 
out he was a man of education from his 
letter, and therefore judged him the more 
dangerous. Mr. Coates told him, that 
Mr. Wilkes defjred he would write to him 
and clear up the matter more fully, and 
he would ſend him an anſwer [not true. 
They then brought Mr. Dun, pen, ink, 
paper, and wax, and he wrote, directed 
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to Mr: Wilkes in his lodgings : as Mr. 
Wilkes ſent him a verbal anſwer, he will 
not inſert a copy of this letter; he will 
only obſerve, that he prucured him a dozen 
of franks from Mr. Fitzherbert; thanked 
him for what he wrote; and ſaid that he 
would have done them himſelf, but was 
not well. This meſſage was ſent him by 
a gentleman who carried up Mr. Dun's 
letter. Mr. Fitzherbert he muſt thank for 


likewiſe ſubſcribing to his performance in 


Mr. Wilkes's houſe, by only MATING a * 
pages read. 

He does here dene he 1 no animo- 
ſity againſt Mr. Wilkes, nor any man in 
Britain; ſome have ſhewn it in London, 
and that very lately, againſt him, for no 
other cauſe but his mentioning Mr. Wilkes 
in this performance: he has been often 
inſulted and beat, [BEAT I] and bruiſed, 
but as juſtice always will get the better, 
and innocence will be protected, has al- 
ways come off to his own ſatisfaction; and 
is not this moment afraid, although un- 
der lock and key in Stanhope-ſtreet.” 
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He now, as an officer who has ſuffered 


in his majeſty's ſervice, claims protection: 
is but young, cannot therefore command 
temper every moment to put up with hear. 
ing his countrymen in Scotland abuſed; 
but he wiſhes ſincerely the whole would be 
unanimous, and then the Engliſh, Iriſh, 
and Scotch, would be a terror to all their 
Enemies : 1f they diſagree among them- 
ſelves, the conſequences will be dreadful. 
{Do they ?] As the aforeſaid publication 
will ſoon appear, he ſhall ſay no more at 
preſent on this ſubject, but acquaint the 
public that it is his firft performance, 
wrote at the deſire of many gentlemen of 
Known merit, and offered to the Kang's 


_ peruſal. 


Upon the roth of December inſtant, Mr. 
Dun was tried I not even examined] at Mr. 
Wilkes's inſtance, for a breach of privi- 
lege, &c. and acquitted: he muſt here 
own. his obligations to ſeveral members 
who ſpoke in his behalf; although none of 
taem will ſay he aſked them to appear in 


his defence. —He 1s ſorry that he had rea- 


(91) 
ſon to ſhy ſome Gentlemen were over inqui- 
ſitive; who inſiſted that his ſervant ſhould: 
inform, and even threatened him, to tell 
them, what meſſages he ſent him from the 
Houſe of Commons. ry | 
The night this trial was ended, ſome of 
Mr. Wilkes's friends [who were they?! 
came to ſee Mr. Dun (as they themſelves 
owned) from a principle of curioſity ; they 
wanted, they ſaid, to kriow what was the 
reaſon for his animoſity againſt Mr. Wilkes, 
and to ſee and take a copy of his card to 
Mr. Dun. In the firſt place, he informed 
them that he had no il] will at Mr. Wilkes, 
and let them copy the card, as they de- 
fired : he further ſaid, that he intended to 
be his friend, and they ſaw his recompenſe. 
They then told Mr. Dun that the world 


conſidered this as a raſh and frantic action, 
at leaſt, that Mr. Wilkes's friends did; 
but that now they were ſatisfied it was not. 
They ſhewed Mr. Dun ſeveral penknives, 
and wanted to know the fize of the one 
he had in his waiſtcear pocket on the 8th 
inſtant. He told them it was the ſize of 


c 920 = 
the leaſt of thoſe they produced; but that | 
he ſhould not ſuſpect them of aſſaſſination 
for bringing them into his apartments: at 
this they ſmiled. As the news- papers ſay 
[bis own account] that Mr. Dun ſaid he 
purchaſed the penknife firſt nine months 
ago, then a ſhorter ſpace, and at laſt con- 
feſſed he bought it at Chatham a fortnight 
before that time, he muſt explain this mat- 
ter ? As he had three penknives purchaſed 
much about the times mentioned, but the 
one for common uſe, which was then in 
his pocket, he bought on the iſt of De- 
cember laſt, from the ſhop of Nicholas 
Foſter, near the corner of Grocer's- alley. 
He obſerved that there were ſeveral 
brave and ſenſible men (officers) in a worſe 
condition than ever he (Mr. Dun) was, 
proceeding from the ſame malady ; that 
ſome cut their throats ; that others ſhot 
themſelves through the body; and that 
many were prevented from putting an end 
to their own lives, proceeding, as one 
would imagine, from the nature of the 


(93) 
climate ; but he muſt obſerye, charGanes 
times people receive favours from thoſe 
they leaſt expect them, and are de- 


ceived by others they confide moſt in; this 


has been Mr. Dun's caſe in this affair: A 
man, profeſſed the greateſt friendſhip for 
him, ſubſcribed to his book, ſaid he was 


half a Scotchman, and was in company 
with him on Tueſday night the 8th inſtant, 
at the Parliament tavern, was, as he is 
informed, the principal occaſion of this 
proſecution, God keep Mr. Dun from 
the company of half friends for the fu- q 


ture ; but let him add, 


Integer vitæ, ſceleriſque puras non = 3 


Mauri 


Faculis nec Arcu, nec venenatis gravida 


Sagittis. 
Fuſee Pharetra. 


We ſhall take the liberty of adding to 
Mr. Dun's caſe, that it is the obſervation 
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of Machiavel, that in all cafes, not only 


of aſſaſſination, but of deep danger, no 


man ſhould be employed, who is Do 
and e. in his ſenſes. 
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When Mr. Wilkes was ſomewhat W : 


| of his wound he retired to Paris, where 
he was complimented by Mr. Martin (who 


had fled thither in conſequence of their late 


duel) with the following card : 

Hotel de Luynes, Dec. 30, 1763. 

R. Martin preſents his compli- 

l ments to Mr. Wilkes, and de- 

© fires to know how he does, flattering 

* himſelf, from Mr. Wilkes' s performance 

of ſo long a journey, at this ſeaſon of 

the year, that his health i is perfectly re- 
| © eſtabliſhed. _ 


Mr. Mann Sen help king thi =_ 


— 
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* opportunity to aſſure Mr, Wilkes, that 


©. he had defired Mr. Bradſhaw to deliver 


* up Mr. Wilkes's note, written to Mr. 


Martin on the 16th Nov. as it occurred 


to the latter that any imaginable uſe 
might be made of it to Mr. Wilkes's pre- 

* judice, and before Mr. Martin had heard 
from Mr. Bradſhaw that it was actually 


* given up. 
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e Mr. Martin returns his thanks to Mr. 
Wilkes for his attention to Mr. Martin's 
© ſafety, by giving the early notice he did 
to Mr. Bradſhaw, of his ar AE. 
* himſelf to be in danger. 

It is impoſſible for Mr. Mattin .to 
think of taking part in any affair of Mr. 
* Wilkes that he may find depending in 
the Houſe of Commons at his arrival in 
England. He propoſes to ſet off from 
hence on his return home on Monday 
next, but believes he ſhall not ſet foot 

in London till thoſe affairs are deter- 
© mined, to avoid even a colour of ſuſpi- 
cion that he is capable of appearing 
againſt Mr. Wilkes after what hath fo 


recently happened.” . 


* 


To which Mr. Wilkes re . the follow- 
ing anſwer. 
Hotel de Saxe, Dec. 30. Friday, 
© Mr. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. 


; © Martin, and is much obliged by the 
favour of his note. Mr. Wilkes is go- 
ing to pay his reſpects to Lord Hertford, 


6 
« and if Mr. Martin is diſengaged, will 
« afterwards wait upon him for 1 
© of an bout? at ie Howel nc ro pee | 
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Mr. Wilkes ſent tbe aden letter to the 
"Speaker. 
Paris, Hotel de Saxe, * an, 4 I, e 
8 

ICANNOT expreſs the concern I am 
* under, from the impoſſibility Lnow find 
* of attending my duty in parliament on 
* the 19th of this month: I have ſuffered. 
very much from the tour I made here 
in the holidays to ſee my daughter: my. 
wound is again become extremely pain- 
ful, the parts are very much inflamed, 


* and a fever attends it. I incloſe a cer. _ 


* tificate of one of the king's phyſicians, 
and a ſurgeon of the army, gentlemen 
* of eminence in their profeſſion, Who 
* think it abſolutely neceſſary for me to 
* ſtay ſome time longer at Paris. I refer 
to the certificate itſelf for the particu- 


lars. 


H 


(698) : 
The impatience I feel to juſtify my. 
© ſelf to the houſe, from the groundleſs 
© and cruel attacks upon me, and the zeal 
© I hope ever to retain for the vindication 
of the ſacred rights of the commons of 
Great Britain, and the privileges of 
* parliament, both of which have been 
« groſsly violated in my perſon, had de- 
' © termined me to ſet out for England on 
Friday next, but I now find myſelf in- 
capable of performing the journey. l 
am therefore, Sir, under the neceſſity 
of intreating you to ſubmit my caſe to 
* the Houſe, and I doubt not, from their 
* juſtice, a more diſtant day will be ap- 
pointed, when it may be in my power 
* to attend the diſcuſſion of points very 
important in themſelves, and in which 
I am very materially concerned. 
I I would not, Sir, implore this of the 
* Houſe, if I thought the delay could be 
attended with any poſſible inconvent- 
© ence to the public; and I beg to obſerve, 
that I ſeized the firſt moment, which the 
© reſolutions of Parliament gave me, to 


1.99) 
0 aber my appearance to the informations 
« filed againſt me in the King's Bench. 
I am, with due reſpect and regard, 

Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

| | JohN Witkes. 

Right Honourable I” 
Sir John Cuſt. 


—— TT 


Nous ſouſſignes medecin conſultant 
du Roi; ci devant medecin en chef des 
ſes armees en Allemagne et en Eſpagne, 


et nous chirurgien conſultant des armees, 


* et chirurgien major du regiment des 


** Gardes Francoiſs, certifions que Mon- 
ſieur Jean Wilkes eſt dans un etat que 
ne lui permet point, tant Par raport a ſa 
bleſſure qui n'eſt pas encore entierement 


* cicatriſee, que par raport a la fievre qui 


ui eſt ſurvenue d'entreprendre la rout 
de Paris a Londres; qu'il ſeroit a crain- 
dxe un Pinflammation et le bourſouffle- 
ment conſiderable arrives depuis peu de 
jours, qu'il ne ſe format une hernie a la 
quelle, il ne ſeroit point poſſible de re- 
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medier, que pour prevenir cet aceident, 
dont il eſt menace et que movement 
violent, tel que celui d'une chaiſe de 
poſte, et Pagitation de la mer ne man- 

gqueroient pas de determiner, il eſt abſo- 
lument indiſpenſable qu'il reſte encore 

* quelque tems a Paris. En fol de quoi 
© nous lui avons delivre le preſent certi- 
* ficate. A Paris, 11 Janvier 1764. 


NINNIN. 
DuFOUARE, 
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Extra? of a letter from Mr. Wilkes to Mr, 


Coates, dated Paris, June 5, 1764. 
THE two noble Sweediſh whigs, of 
whom you were ſo fond, did me the fa- 
vour of dining here yeſterday. I paſſed 
the day very happily, though. not fo 

joyouſly as that day twelve month, in 
the midſt of my worthy. conſtituents at 
Ayleſbury, all of us in full chorus, to 
the liberties of our country and the vir- 
tues of our ſovereign ; yet after the late 
flagrant acts of deſpotic power in the 
miniſters, not forgetting either their 


* * 
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« wickedneſs or their inſolence. Joys 
« cthampaigne was not neceſſary to inſpire 
© the higheſt good-humour and gaiety on 
ſo white, ſo auſpicious a day as the fourth 
* of June; the toaſt conſecrated the wine, 
and gave it the true flavour, though 1 
could not help lamenting my bard and 
© unmerited lot of being forced to give 
© ſuch a toaſt out of my own dear coun- 


| try, and in a land where the ſtandard 


« of liberty is not yet erected. With Miſs 
Wilkes's help we made out tolerably 
« well GOD SAVE GREAT GEORGE 
* OUR KING; and as the Duke of Ni- 


© yernois ſays in one of his letters 


© Nous avons toaſte et chant fort gaiement, 


© et enfin nous avons tte quatre bonnes heures 
* 2 table. As I am a unjverſal hip, I 
* could not avoid giving an additional 
* ſtanza, the poetry of which I endea- 
* youred to bring down as low as the reſt 
* of the ſong, and I believe I ſucceeded ; 
* the thought was good that the name of 


* Wine Merchant at Paris. 
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* tious to the liberties of mankind as that 
© of NASSAU ; and our gracious ſove- 
© reipn, through a long and glorious reign 
© equally feartd abroad and beloved at home, 
N Noo. approve himſelf as ſteady a patron 

© of the rights of Engliſhmen as his grand. 
© father was. On the whole, it proved 
© the moſt agreeable day I have paſſed | 
© fince a few of us in April kept the anni- 
. © verfary of CULLODEN, which a good 
© many others cem to have a memorandum 
© to forget, or at leaſt to neglect very 
* ſhamefully. 

Lord Hate gave yeſterday a grand 
dinner to all the Exgliſb here, except one, 


© BRUNSWICK may ever be as propi. q 


© and to the true Iriſh whigs - nor like a 


good courtier did he omit the new con- 

© yerts, the Scots; he did not, however, ob- 
© ſerve the diſtinction which is ſo much in 

© faſhion on your ſide the water, for the 
friends of the Hanover family, were re- 
ceived at leaſt as well as their known 
enemies. My lot is particular and droll 
enough: I am the ſingle Engliſhman not 


( 103 ) 
invited, on the only day I can at Paris 
_ © ſhew my attachment to my ſovereign, as 

« if I was diſaffected to the preſent eſta- 

« bliſhment, and yet I am frequently and 

groſsly abuſed by a ridiculous fellow at 

© Bouillon, becauſe I am known to hate 
the other family; and his maſter, the 
dude, married the ſiſter of the preten- 

« der's wife, a princeſs of Poland, of the 

* houſe of Sobieſti. This ſcribbler is one 

« Rouſſeau, who by a wretched journal does 

dall he can twice a month to degrade a 

name made illuſtrious by one of the beſt 

French poets, and by the great ph iloſo- 

* pher, though in theſe times no longer 
© the citizen of Geneva. He lays at my 
door the North Britons againſt the Stu- 
* arts, and their dear friends in the north 
* of our iſland. —You may believe me, 


_ © when I aſſure you it was not the ſlighteſt 

* mortification to me, that I did not re, 

* ceive an invitation. When I was aſked, 

how it could happen that fo Ttaunch a a 

* whip as Mr. Wilkes, was not invited, on 

1 * the 4th of June, I laughed like the old 
H 4 
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Roman, I had rather you ſhould aſk ah I 
was NOT, than why I WAS invited; 
perhaps it ſhould have been aſked, why 
ſome others were invited. The liſt of the 
company of Macs and Sawneys, NOT in 
the French ſervice would divert you: J 
with ſome of our neighbours from the 


other fide of the Tweed may not keep 


the twenty-firſt with more real devotion 
than they did the fourth, With reſpect 
to external rites they were exemplary, as 

all new converts are ; and I believe you 
find them in England good occafiond 
conformiſts, though I ſhall ever Imagine 
that it depends on contingencies how 
long they will continue ſuch. To ſay 
the truth, 'I paſſed the day much more 
to my ſatisfaction than I ſhould have 
done in a ſet of mixed or a ſuſpicious 
company, a fulſome dull dinner, two 
hours of mighty grave converſation, to 


be purchaſed in all civility by fix more 


of. PHARA, which I deteſt as well as 
every other kind of gaming. As to the 


Embailagor, I have never. had the * 


* 
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connection with him, nor indeed wiſh 
it; nor at this time with his Scortiſþ Se- 


« cretary,” nor at any time with his Scottiſb 
chaplain, becauſe an ambaſſador gene- 
© rally owes his very nomination to mini- 
« ſterial influence, and is almoſt of courſe 
(though this' does not extend through his 
family) under the direction of the mini- 
ſters, or perhaps as to the preſent caſe, 
in all propriety we ought to ſay, of the 
* miniſter, who, behind and between the 
curtains, ſtill governs our iſland. I have 
never been preſented at court, becauſe 
an Engliſhman ſhould be preſented by 
the Engliſh ambaſſador; and I will not 
* aſk any favour of Lord Hertford in the 
* preſent ſtate of public affairs; though 
as a private nobleman, I ſnould be ambi- 
tious to merit, and moſt fortunate to 
obtain, his friendſhip, as well as lord 
Beauchamp's, from their real ſterling 
ſenſe, great intrinſic worth, and what 
ſets off the: whole, their amiable man- 
ners. I have the protection of the laws, 
which I never offend; I am at Paris like 
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© any other foreigner, who has no favour 
* to aſk, nor need ſeek any other ſecurity. 
The eloge, which the nobleſt of poets * 
gives me, that 


I neither court the Galle, /: nor dread the 
frown of kings, 


is as exact a truth here as you know it 
© to have been while I was at home. The. 
© ſmall circle in which I now walk, will, 
however, bear teſtimony to the juſt tri- 
* bute of gratitude I pay to the humane 
_ © yirtues of a prince, under whoſe mild 
and gentle government I have met with 
that protection which an innocent man 
* has a right to expect, but could not find 
* in his own country, under his own 
prince. Yet let me do juſtice, and carry 
my complaints to the ſource from whence 
t they ſpring, to the baſe contrivances of 
< miniſters exceedingly wicked and cor- 
rupt, and beſides ſtung to the quick, 
* who had obtained a moſt unhappy al- 
+ cendency over the mind of their ſove- 
© reign, and to ſecure themſelves, have 


* Churchill. 


(0 a 
© made their moſt odious meaſures paſs 
for his, that the enormous load of their 
guilt, may be thrown from themſelves 
« upon him; a praftice not new, but of 
* which every reign of the Stuarts, fur- 
* niſhes examples. I hope ſoon to fend 
you ſomething, quod et bunt in anmint 
« vivat et plares. My large work opens 
* with the general idea of political liberty; 
then proceeds to examine the ſentiments 
of the European nations on this head, as 
' © diſtinguiſhed from the almoſt univerſaf 
© croſs deſpotiſm of the reſt of the world. 
* The third part is a critique on the various 

governments of Europe. The fourth 
and. laſt is entirely on the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution, the various changes it has un- 
* dergone, the improvements made in it 
* by the glorious revolution, and the no 
* leſs happy than timely acceſſion of the 

* houſe of Brunſwick. There are a few 
hints of ſome remedies to the defects. 
© ftill ſubſiſting in this noble, and if my 
* prayers are heard, this eternal fabric. 
A large appendix contains, I hope a full 
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deter of Mr. Wilkes, upon con- 
© ſtitutional grounds: a variety of eharac- 
< ters are drawn from the life, which if I 
miſtake not, will entertain you; and J 
© believe they are not Heletons, though I 
© hope the originals will be ſo before the 
=, book 1 Is ies : 

= I am your „ Ke. ; 
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A letter to the worthy Electors of the borough 
of Ayleſbury, in the county of earn 


5 GENTLEMEN, 


« THE very honourable, ws 
and repeated marks of eſteem, you con- 
ferred on me, by committing to my truſt 
your liberty, ſafety, property, and all 
thoſe glorious privileges, which are your 
birth-right as Engliſhmen, entitle you to 
my warmeſt thanks, and to the higheſt 
tribute of gratitude my heart can pay. Yet 
in the peculiar circumſtances of my caſe I 
think that I ought not at preſent to reſt 
contented with thanking you. I have al- 
ways found a true pleaſure in ſubmitting 


(109) 
to you my parliamentary conduct. It is 
now more particularly my duty, and when 
reflect on the real importance and inte- 
reſting nature of thoſe great events, in 
which, as your repreſentative, I have been 


more immediately concern'd, Iam exceed- 
ingly anxious not barely to juſtify myſelf, 


but to obtain the ſanction of your appro- 
bation, It has ever been my ambition to 
approve myſelf worthy of the choice you 
have more than once made of me as your 
deputy to the great council of the nation, 
with an unanimity equally honourable and 


endearing. The conſciouſneſs of having ' 


faithfully diſcharged my truſt, of having 
acted an upright and ſteady part in Patlia- 
ment, as well as in the moſt arduous cir- 
cumſtances, makes me dare to hope, that 


you will continue to me what I moſt va- 


lue, the good opinion and friendſhip of my 
worthy conſtituents. Having the happineſs 
of being born in a country, where the 


name of vaſſal is unknown, where Macna 


CuaRTA is the inheritance of the ſubject, 


I have endeavoured to ſupport and merit 
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| thoſe privileges, to which my birth gaye 
me the cleareſt right. Secure as I am of 
fully juſtifying my conduct, cou'd I per- 
ſuade myſelf, that I have acted up to the 
 Jacred ideas of liberty, which warm the 
hearts, and inſpire the actions of my coun- 
trymen, I ſhou'd not, under all the variety 
of the moſt unjuſt and cruel perſecutions, 

be quite unhappy. 

« The various charges brought againſt 
me may be reduced to two heads. The 
one is of a public, the other of a private 
nature. The firſt is grounded on the po- 
Jitical paper of the North Briton, No. 45: 
the other reſpects a ſmall part of a ludi- 
-crous poem, which was ſtolen out of my 
houſe. The two accuſations are only fo 
far connected, that I am convinc'd there 
is not a man in England, who believes 


That if the firſt had not appeared, the /e- 


* ' cond wou'dever have been call'd in queſ- 


tion. | 
„The Majority in the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the 15th of November 1763, Re- 
ſolved, That the Paper, intiluled, Tur 


(ein) 
NozTn BrxiTow, No. 45," is a False, 
SCANDALOUS, and SEDITIOUS LIBEL, con- 
taining Expreſſions of the maſt unexampled 
Inſolence and Contumely towards his Ma- 
jeſty, the graſſaſt Aſperfions upon both Houſes 
of Parliament, and the moſt audacious De- 
fiance of the Authority of the whole Legiſla- 
ture, and moſt manifeſtly tending to alienate 
the Affections of the People from his Ma- 
jeſty, to withdraw them from their Obedience 
to the Laws of the Realm, and to excite them 
to traiterous Inſurrectiont againſt His Ma- 
jeſty's Government. Theſe are the words 


of the Reſolution. I mean to examine them 


with ſome accuracy. 5 

*The firſt charge 1 is, that The North 
Britcn, No. 45, is a Fals Libel. The 
Reſolution was mov'd by Lord North; yet 
in a tedious ſpeech he did not attempt to 
diſpute the veracity of any one paragraph 
in the whole paper. I was in my place 
during that debate, and took notice to 
the Houſe that his Lordſhip had not ſaid 


a word to prove the FarsiTy of any one 


ſentence, but I could obtain no fatisfac- 
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| tion,” not even a reply, on chat head. On- 
my trial before Lord Mangſield, the word 


FaLsE was omitted in the indictment, be- 
cauſe I ſuppoſe the Court of King's Bench 
knew that I wou'd prove publickly on oath 
in that court, by the higheſt authorities, 
that every word in it was TRUE, The word 


FALSE is not to be found among the vari- 
ous epithets applied to this Paper in either 


of the Warrants iſſued by Lord Halifax. 
I am bold to declare, upon the moſt care- 
ful peruſal of this paper, that there is not 
any one particular advanc'd, which is not 
founded on fact, and that every line in it 
is ſtrictly and ſcrupulouſly conformable to 
truth. I will not compliment the preſent 
profligate Majority in the Houſe of Commons. 
ſo far as to ſay, they were ſo well inform'd, 
that they knew the exact truth of every 
aſſertion in that paper. One particular 
however came within their knowledge, the 
means by which it is hinted that the Ex- 


TI RE APPROBATION OF PARLIAMENT, even 


of the Preliminary Articles of the late in- 
glorious Peace, was obtain'd, and the pre- 


CEE 


"tran 1 


APPROBATION, the large debt contracted 
on the Civil Lil. They knew this affer- 
tion was extremely TRUE, and I am as 


ready to own that ĩt was er Scans 


DALOUS, 


«a0 ſecond « charge of r þ 


muſt then he admitted in its full extent, 


ſtill keeping in our view that it is TRUE. 
But to whom is it ScanDdALous? To the 


Majority, who have fſacrific'd the intereſts 


of the nation by giving the ENTIRE Ar- 


PROBATION OF PARLIAMENT, Of which ſo 


much parade is made in the Speech, to an 
act, which ought to have been follow d by - 
an impeachment—To the Miniſter, who 


made the late ignominious Peace, and in 
the very firſt year of it impos'd on-us an 


intolerable Exciſe—To the worſt of vipers 
in our boſom, to the Tories, who have 
never failed to ſupport his unconſtitutional 
meaſures, who have made us almoſt forget 
the infamy of their anceſtors at Utrecht, by 
the greater ſacrifices of the Peace of Paris. 
Theſe are the objects of ſatire of a Paper, 


1 


1 


vious ſtep do the obtaining that ng 
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which deſerved indeed the higheſt reſent⸗ 
ment of the Majority, becauſe it had pro- 
claim'd their diſgrace, their ſcandal, thro! 
all Europe. It was very natural for theſe 
men no longer to ſuffer the ſuppoſed au- 
thor to ſit among them, and 1 ſhou'd have 
gloried in my expulſion, if it had not dif 
foly'd a political connection with my 
friends at Ayleſbury, which did me real ho- 

nour. 
Another charge is, chat che paper is 
| a SEDITIOUS libel, tending to withdraw the 
people from their Obedience to the Laws of 
the Realm, and to excite them to TRAITER- 
ous inſurrectians againſt His Majeſty's Co- 
verument. By the firſt Warrant, under 
which I was apprehended, The North Bri- 
ton, No. 45; was denominated- a T xz a- 
SONABLE Paper. In the ſecond, by which 
I was committed to the Tower, that Word 
too was omitted, ſo that the greateſt ene- 
mies of this paper ſeem to give up its be- 
ing either Farsz or Trzas0naBLE. Now 
the charge is varied by the Majority in the- 
 Houſe-of _— with all the Httle quib- 
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bling of attornies. The paper is not TARA 
 $ONABLE, but it tends to excite TRAITEROUS 

inſurrections. It is remarkable that the 
epithet TRAITEROUS is here given to inſur- 


rection, as the ſuppoſed conſequence of a 
ſuppoſed libel 3 whereas the Scots, who ap- 


peared 1 in open rebellion ſo lately as 17455 
were in the weekly writings againſt the. 
North Briton, publiſhed under the patro- 

nage of the Scottiſh Miniſter, and paid for 
by him out of the public treaſure, only term'd 


inſurgents, who defeated regular forces. Let ll 


in fact no inſurrection of any kind ever did, 
or cou'd, follow from this publication, 
even in thoſe parts of the kingdom ſo lately 
ſubjected to all the inſolence and eruelty 
of the moſt deſpicable of our ſpecies, the 
mean, petty Exciſeman. This is the ſtrongeſt 
caſe, which can poſſibly be put. The Ex- 
eisꝝ is the moſt abhorred monſter, Which 


ever ſprung from arbitrary power, and the 
new mode. of it is ſpoken of through this 
paper as the greateſt grievance on the ſub- 
ject; yet even in this caſe, obedience to the 


laws and all lawful authority is ſtrictly en- 
12 
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zainid, anclno oppaſttion, but what is n- 
allow'd;.. Phe wonds ave very. temperate, 
cautious and well guarded. Lamy LANA 
au u Londency to the ſpirit of 
aonc ond <vill r dem d 4 ju ifiable r agſtaure, 
warrenied ty the ſpinit of the Engli can. 
Aiulian. Is this withdrawing the peeple 
fram ther aladienas in the Laws of the 
Seu! Is iam recammarnded, but en- 
prefily en ia far as it is ftw tly LGA. 
ther this is the language of mprrion, or 
_ can have the leaft tendency to excite TRA 
TEROUS fruſurrefiions,,or whether the Houſer 
of Commons have W a falſe os 

unde c 

nw No. 43, is 4 Lier, — 
an anſwer, becauſe the term is vague, and 
ill remains wadefin'd by our law. Every 
man applies it 40 what he diſlikes. A 
ſpirited ſatire will be deem'd a libel by 2 
wicked Minifter, and by à corrupt judge, 
who feel, or who dread the laſn. In my 
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opinion the ramlenft bel of mottern dns 
the falſe and tulſome Addrgf of the. 44 
ysricy i this Foce & Commons on cho Pra 
lminary Articles. They ſaid that they had 
confider'd. them with their . attontrert 
they exprets'dithe ſtrangiſ ſantimmms of yr 4» 
titude, they gave their brarty ahn, they 
declar d the Peave would hem % Jun 
able than praſuabis my — 
probabiliry, arunr. ; 
— Saves in this Ae, whats 
any one of the groſs blunders im the Sri 
nories had beers amended 2 I6 they were, 
the body of the people jud d better, and 
did not. heſitate” to give thein clear opi- 
nion, that the glones: of the war were ſa- 
erific d by an#nadequate and inc Pr xon, 
which cou'd not fark of ſoon retie vim the 
affairs of France. Tithe has already prowꝰd 
that the nation judg d right, and that the 
Prack is in almoſt every part inamous and 
rotten, contrary to the vain boaſt in the 
Miniſter's Speech at the beginning of the 
ame ſeſſion, the utmoſt care bas beer rakow 
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to remove all occaſions of future diſputes be. 
teen m ſubjefts and thoſe of France and 
Spain, and thereby to add ſecurity and pernia- 
nency to the bleſſings of Prack: a declara- 
tion not believ'd by the nation at the time 
it was made, and ſince, from a variety of 
facts, known not to be founded on zruth, 
The North Briton did not ſuffer the public 
to be miſled. He acknowledg'd no pri- 
vileg d vebicle of fallacy. He conſider d 
the liberty of the preſs as the bulwark of all 
our liberties, as inſtituted to open the eyes 

of the people, and he ſeems to have thought 

it the duty of a political writer to follow 
' truth where ever it leads. In his behalf! 

wou'd aſk even Lord Mansfeld, can TRUTH 
.. be a11BEL? Is it ſo in the King's Bench? 

Tho' it has always found a cold and un- 

.. welcome. reception from his Lordſhip, 

tho it has thro? life prov'd much more his 

enemy than his friend, yet ſurely, he has 
not been us'd to treat it as a libel. I do 
not know what the doctrine of the King's 
Bench now is, but I am ſure that it will be 


a ſatisfactory anſwer to the honeſt part of 


, 
© 
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mankind, who follow the dictates of found 
ſenſe, not the jargon of Law, nor the court 
fattery of venal Parliaments, that The 
North Briton, No. 43, cannot be a L1Bzr, 
becauſe it does not in any one line deviate 
from trutb. 

This e paper is likewiſe 1 to 
contain expreſſions of the moſt unexampled in- 
ſolence and contumely towards his Majeſty, 
moſt manifeſtly tending to alienate the Aﬀec- 
tions of the People from His Majeſty, and by - 
the hirelings of the Miniſtry it is always in 
private charg'd with PERSONAL diſreſpect | 
to the King. It is however moſt certain 
that not a ſingle word perſonally diſi reſpect- | 
full to his Majeſty is to be found in any 
part of it. On the contrary, the ſovereign 
is mention'd not only in terms of decency, 
but with that regard and reverence, which 
is due from a good ſubject toagood King 
a Prince of ſo many great and amiable quali: 
ties, whom England truly reveres—the pers 
ſonal character of our preſent amiable Soves 
; reign makes us eaſy and happy that ſo greut 
a power is lodged in ſuch hands. Are theſe 

I 4 | 
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the erpreſtons of the maſt unemampled in- 
lence and contumely towards his Majeſty, 
which the Majority in this Houſe of Cam 
mans have declar'd that it contains? Are 
theſe exprofions moſt manifeſtly tending to 
alienate the Affections of the People from His 
Majeſty The Majority, who cow'd vote 
this, ſeem equally ſuperior to any regard 
for truth, or modeſt fear of detection. The 
author of that paper, ſo far from making 
any per ſonal attack on his Sovereign, has 
even vindicated him perſonally from ſome 
of the late meaſures, which were fo ſeverely 
cenſur'd by the judicious and unbiaſs'd 
Public. He exclaims with an honeſt in- 
dignation, what @ ſhame was it to ſee the 
ſecurity of this country, in point of military 
force, complimented away, CONTRARY To | 
THE OPINION or ROYALTY ITSELF, and ſa- 
criſiced to the prejudices, and to the igno- 
rance of a ſet of people, the moſh unfit from 
every conſideration to be conſulted on a matter 
relative to the ſecurity of the Houſe of Ha- 
nauer? When the Speech is mention'dy 
when the various abſurdities, and even 
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fallacies of it, are held. ut to the nations 

it is always call'd, in the language of Par» 
liament, and of the conftitution, the A4. 
wher's Speech, and the author dec lanes that 
he doubts, -whetber the impaſmion is greaten 
on the ſovereign, or an the natian: ſo ten- 
der has he been of the honour of his Prince, 
ſo zealous in his vindication. The Mini- 
ſter is indeed every where treated with the 
contempt and indignation he has merited, 
but he is ever carefully diftingurfh'd from 
the ſovereign. Every kingdom m the 
world has. in it's turn found occafton to la- 
ment that Princes of the beſt intentions 
have been deceiv'd and mifled by wicked 
and deſigning Miniſters and Favourites. It 
has likewiſe in moſt countries been the fate 
of the few daring patriots, ho have ho- 
neftly endeavour d to undeceide their ſove- 
reign, to feel the heavieſt marks of his 
diſpleaſure. It is however I think rather 
wonderful among us, even in theſe times, 
that a paper, which contains the moſt du- 
tiful expreſſions of regard to his Majeſty, 
ſhould be treated with fuch unuſual feve - 
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verity, and yet that ſo many other publi- 
cations of the ſame date, full of the moſt 
deadly venom, ſhou'd paſs totally unre- 
garded. Some of theſe papers contain'd 
the moſt opprobrious reflections on that 
true patron of liberty, the late King, whoſe 
memory is embalm'd with the tears of Eng- 
Efbmen, while his aſhes are rudely trampled 
upon by others, whom his godlike attri- 
bute of mercy had pardon'd the crime of 
unprovok'd rebellion. Others were full 
of the moſt indecent abuſe on our great 
Proteſtant Ally, the King of Pruſſia, on the 
near relation of his- preſent Majeſty,. who 
has merited ſo highly of the nation by fix- 
ing the crown in the Houſe of Hanover, 
on the ſtauncheſt friends of freedom, the 
City of London, and on the firſt characters 
among us. Yet all theſe papers have paſs'd 
uncenſur d by Miniſters, Secretaries, and 
by the two Houſes of Parliament. 
Tbere only remains one other charge, 
that the North Briton, No. 45> contains 
' thegroſſeſt aſperſions upon both Hauſes of Par- 
| . and the moſt audacious defiance: of 
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tbe auTHORITY of theawhole Legiſlature.” It 

Js to be lamented that the Majority of ei- 

ther Houſe of Parliament :ſhou'd ever lay 
the juſt ground of any aſpenſon, or fall 

into general contempt with the people. 

We have ſeen their actions, and we know 

the mercenary motives of them. When 

the graſhſt aſperfions are complained of, 

the queſtion is, have they been merited ? 

Are they well founded? It is in vain they 
talk of their authority. It is departed from 
them. Aut bority, which is founded on 
eſteem and reverence, and is the conſtant _ 
attendant only of thoſe, who are believ'd _ 
to be good and virtuous, has long ago left 
them; but I muſt own their power ſtil If 
remains. We have ſeen to what unjuſti- 
fiable lengths it has been carried, and a 
man, who is raſh enough to make an im 
potent and unavailing attack upon it, will 
ſoon find himſelf the unpitied victim. All 
thinking men are full of apprehenſions at 
the approach of their meeting, and the na- 
tion impatiently expects the allotted term 
of reſuming a power they have ſo ſhames |} 
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fully abus'd, by ſetting aſide thoſe, who 
have ignominiouſly betray'd their truſt, 
and have made the nobleſt blood of our 
heroes be ſpilt almoſt in vain. Under the 
arbitrary Stuarts, when our more than Ro. 
man Senates dar'd to bring truth to the 
foot of the throne, and made the trem- 
bling tyrant obey her ſacred vorce, the na- 
tion was in love with Parliaments, becauſe 
they were the ſteady friends of liberty, and 
never met but in favour of the ſabject to 
redreſs real grievances. Now we are 
alarm'd at every approaching t, be» 
cauſe we know that a corrupt Majurity only 
aſſemble to make their own terms. with 
the Miniſter, to load their fellow ſubjects 
with the moſt partial taxes, in order to pay 
the amazing number of uſeleſs places and 
Penſions, created only to prevent theis 
mutiny or deſertion, or to ſurrender to the 
Crown thoſe privileges of Parliament, which 
were extorted from former prerogative 


fear they meet to forge fetters for chem 
wt fdlvcs and their poſterity. | 
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I have thus, Gentlemen, gont thro” 
all the objections made againſt this paper, 
which is certainly innocent, perhaps meri - 
torious, only to ſhew the extreme injuſtice: 
of the treatment I experienc'd, as the /up-- 
ſed author. The moſt cruel orders were 
given by the deceas'd ſecretary of ſtate, 2 
drag me out of my bed at midnight. A good 
deal of humanity, and ſome ſhare af timi- 
dity, prevented the execution of ſuch ruf- 
fian-like commands. I was made a pri- 
ſoner in my own houſe by ſeveral of the 
King's meſſengers, who only produc'd , 
a General Warraut iſſued without oaths 
neither naming, nor deſcribing me. I 
therefore refus'd to obey a warrant, which 
I knew to be illegal. I was however by 
violence carried before the Earls of Zgre— 
wont and Halifax, who thought it worth 
their while to aſk me a tolerable number 
of plain queſtions, to not one of which L 
thought it worth my while to give a plain 
anſwer, It is no ſmall ſatisfaction to me 
now to know, that I have not a friend in 
the world, who wiſhes a fingle word unſaid 
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by me in the critical moment of that ex- 
amination. I inform'd their Lordſhips a 
the orders actually given by the Court o 
Common Pleas for my Habeas Corpus, 0. 

withſtanding which I was committed to 
the Tower, the cuſtody of me ſhifted into 
other hands, and that act for the liberty 
of the ſubject eluded. Altho' the offenſe 
of which I ſtood accus'd, was undoubtedly 
bailable, yet for three days every perſon 
was refus'd admittance to me; and the 
Governor was oblig'd to treat me in a 
manner very different from the great hu- 
manity of his nature, for he had receiy'd 
orders to conſider me as a cloſe priſoner. 
I rejoice that I can ſay, I am the only in- 
ſtance of ſuch rigorous treatment ſince the 
acceſſion of the mild Houſe of Brunfwick, 
altho' the Tower has twice been crouded 
even with rebels from the Northern parts 
of the Iſland; and therefore I ſhall conti- 
nue to regret the wretched: and cowardly 
policy, the indecent partiality, and even 
injuſtice, of conferring on Scotsmen ALL 
the governments of the few conqueſts not 
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conqueſts won by the valour of the united 
forces of England, Scotland and Ireland. 


While I ſuffer'd this harſh confinement; 


my houſe in Great George Street was plun- 


der'd, -all my papers were ſeiz d, and fome 
of a very nice and delicate nature, not 


bearing the moſt diſtant relation to the af- 
fairs of government, were divulg'd, as if 
Adminiſtration were determin'd_to ſhew, 
that men, who had violated public Juſtice; 
were incapable of private honour. 

Two days previous to my being heard 
before a court of Juſtice, I had the grief 
to find that my enemies had prevaiPd on 
his Majefty to ſhew me a public. mark of 


his diſpleaſure, by ſuperſeding me as Co- 


lonel of the Regiment of my own county, 


without any complaint againſt me, which 


cou'd not but give ſuch a ſtep the'very un- 
conſtitutional appearance of influencing” or 


intimidating my judges. When I was © 
brought before 6% court of Common Pleas, 
| pleaded the cauſe of univerſal liberty. Id 
was not the cauſe of Peers and Gentlemen: 


tamely given up by the — 8 
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againſt the deſpotiſm of miniſters, I like: 
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only, but of ad the middiing and zus 
ties M prople, who fand moſt in need of pro. 
teddjon; which I obſery'd was'on chat day 
the great queſtion before the court: I was 
diſcharg d from impriſonment by the una- 
nimous ſentence of my judges, without 
giving any. bail or ſecurity. On the fir 
day of the meeting of Parliament, I hum. 
bly ſubmitted my grievances to the How 
of Commons, as they. were choſen to be the 
guardians of the liberties of the people 


wiſe voluntarily enter'd my appearance to 
the actions brought at law againſt me, as 
ſoon as I knew the determination of the 


Majority, that all the irregularities againſt 


me ſhou'd be juſtified, and that no privi- 


lege ſhou'd be allow'd in my caſe, even as 
to the mode of proceeding, which was the 
moſt harſh the rancour of party cou'd deviſe, 


- © The firſt charge exhibited againſt me 


was for being the author of the North'Bri- 


ton, No.'45, and I was expell'd the Houſe 
of Commons on that charge, after a looſe ex- 


E ö 


CY 


4 W265 3» a. 6 os 


('129 » 
oath; The judicial proceedings againſt. 


me, as the ſuppoſed author, were however - 
drop'd, and I was afterwards try'd in the 
— Bench only for the republication of it. 


If the charge againſt me as author was juſt, 


and cou'd be ſupported on oath, why was 


not tried at law on that charge } If the 
charge was unjuſt, and cou'd not be ſup-, 
ported on oath, why was I expelf'd ? If the 
republication is a crime, it was publickly 
committed by the printers of ſeveral news- 


papers, who ſtill remain unnotic'd, altho* 


their names appear to their ſeyeral papers. 
This is ſurely a glaring proof of the greateſt 
partiality. My perſonal enemy, Lord 
Mansfield, caosz-to try both the cauſes 
againſt me, that he might in the moſt 
daſtardly manner, under the colour of 
law, avenge the attack made on thoſe 
known political principles of his, ſo in- 
conſiſtent with the glorious Revolution, on 
the rooted attachment of himſelf and his 
neareſt relations to the Stuart family, on 
his partiality in the ſeat of juſtice, &c. &c. 
which ſeem to have been favourite topics 
C 2-4 | | 


— — — — — AU — — 
— 


in the North Brin, and other politic 


itſelf. Having carefully ftudied the +. 
cords, and finding that they did not inſure 
the certainty he wiftfd of my conviction, 


tions his: Lordſhip propos'd in both the 
cauſes, that of the North Briton, No: 45, 


 Tuſtice Tank into the-crafty attorney, and 
made himſelf a party againſt the perſon Ac 
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papers, of which his Lordſhip: did me the 
honour to name me as the author. This 


had long rankled in his heart, and now 
che faireſt opportunity of revenge preſented 


on the evening preceding the trials, he 


ſent for my ſolicitor To His own novs, 
and-defir'd him to conſent to the altera- 


and of the Eſſay on Woman. The Chief 


eus'd before him as judge, when he ough 
to have preſum'd me innocent. My ſal 1 


citor refus? d, and againſt his conſent the 


records were there materially alter d by kis 


Lordſhip's expreſs orders, ſo that I was 


tried on two new charges,, very diffcrext 


from thoſe I had anſwer' d. This is, 
believe, the moſt daring violation of, the 


rights of Engliſpmen, which has been com- 
2. 


6131) 
mitted by any judge fince the time of 
Jeffries, yet this arbitrary Scottiſh Chia 
Julice ſtill remains unimpeach d except 
in the hearts of the whole nation. Seve- 
ral of the Jury were by counter- notices, 
lign'd Sammoning Officer, prevented from 
attending on the day appointed for the 
trial, while others had not only private 
notice given them of the real day, but 
likewiſe inſtructions for their behaviour. 
To crown the whole, Lord Mansfield in 


his charge zortur'd both the law and the fac 


fo groſsly, that the audience were ſhock'd 
no leſs at the indecency than at the partia · 
lty of his conduct. I was during all this 
time very dangeroully ill with my daugh- 
ter at Paris, abſolutely incapable of mak- 
ing any perſonal defence, and indeed to- 
tally ignorant of the two new queſtions, on 
which I was to be tried. 

« The Majority in the Houſe of Com- 
mons had in this interval grown ſo i impa- 
tient for revenge, that they wou'd not wait 
10 ſee, if I ſhou'd be intangled in the nice 


meſhes of the curious Mansfield net, which 
K 2 
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was to be ſpread for me. They voted my 
expulſion, while I was confined to my bed 

at Paris, altho' I had ſent to their Speaker 
the moſt authentic proof of my abſolute in- 
ability to attend their ſummons, and had 
only deſir'd a ſhort delay. Humanity 
pleaded my cauſe in vain. The corrupt 
and canker'd hearts of thoſe men, which 
had been ſhut againſt juſtice, were not open 
to pity. They were ſteel'd againſt com- 
paſſion, but I am ſure they will feel re- 
morſe. 

I now proceed to the other 0 
brought againſt me, which reſpects an 
idle poem, calld an Essay on Woman, 
and a few other detach'd verſes. If {6 
much had not been ſaid on this ſubject, I 
ſhou'd be ſuperior to entering upon any 
Juſtification. of myſelf, becauſe I will al- 
ways maintain the right of private opinion 
in it's fulleſt extent, when it is not fol- 
low'd by giving any open, public offence 
to any eſtabliſhment, or indeed to any in- 
dividual. The crime commences from 
thence, and the magiſtrate has a right to 


1 

interpoſe, and even to puniſh outrageous 
and indecent attacks on what any commu- 
nity has decreed to be ſacred. Not only 
the rules of good breeding, but the laws 
of ſociety, are then infring d. In my own 
cloſet I had a right to examine, and even 
to try by the keen edge of ridicule, any 
opinions I pleas'd. If I have laugh'd 
pretty freely at the glaring abſurdities of 
the moſt monſtrous creed, which was ever 
attempted to be impos'd on the credulity 
of chriſtians, a creed which our great Til- 
lotffon wisH'D THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
WAS FAIRLY RID OF, it was in private I 
laugh'd. I am not the firſt good pro- 
teſtant, who has amus'd himſelf with the 
egregious nonſenſe, and filly conceits, of 
that ſtrange, perplex d and perplexing 
mortal, that ſaint of more admirable ſwal- 
low and more happy digeſtion than any of 
the tribe, Athanaſius. I gave however no 
offence to any one individual of the com- 
munity, The fact is, that after the affair 
of the NoxTa BRrrox, the government 
brib'd one of my ſervants to eal a part of 
K 3 
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the Essay o Woman, and the other 
pieces, out of my houſe. Not quite a 
fourth part of the volume had been printed 

at my own private preſs. The work had 

been diſcontinued for ſeveral months, be- 
fore T had the leaſt knowledge of the theft, 
Of that fourth part only twelve copies were 
work'd off, and I never gave one of thoſe 
copies to any friend. In this infamous 
manner did government get poſſeſſion of 

f this new ſubje& of accuſation, and, ex- 

| 4 cept in the caſe of Algernon Sydney, of this 
Wh new ſpecies of crime; for a Stuart only 

cou'd make the refinement in tyranny of 
ranſacking and robbing the receſſes of clo- 
ſets and ſtudies in order to convert private 
amuſements into ſtate crimes. After the ſer- 
vant had been brib'd to commit the theft 
in his maſter's houſe, the moſt abandon'd 
man of the age, who in this virtuous reign 
had riſen to be ſecretary of ſtate, was 
brib'd to make a complaint to the Hou? 
of Lords that J had pupLIsn'p an infamous 
Poem, which no man there had ever een. 
It was read before that great aſſembly of 
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grave lords and pious prelates, excellent judges 
of wit and poetry, and was order'd to lie 
on the table, for the Clerks of the Houle . 
to copy, and to PUBLISH, thro* the nation. 
The whole of this proceeding was I own @ . 
public inſult on order and decency, but it 
was committed by the Houſe of Lords, nat 
by the accus'd member of the Houſe of 
Commons. The neat, prim, ſmirking 
Chaplain of that babe of grace, that gude 
cheeld of the prudiſh &irk of Scotland, the 
Earl of March, was highly offended at my. 
having made an eſſay on woman. His na- 
ture cou'd not forgive me that 1NEFFABLE 
crime, and his own conduct did not afford 
me the ſhadow of an apology. In great 
wrath he drew his grey gooſe quill againſt 
me. The pious peer caught the alarm, 
and they both pour'd forth moſt woful 
lamentations, their tender hearts over- 
whelm'd with grief, or as the Chaplain, who 
held the pen, ſaid, with oRIEFS OF GRIEFS. 
Heproceeded to make very unfair extracts, 
and afterwards to be- note them in the fouleſt 


manner. The moſt vile blafrhemies w wert 
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Forged, NF] publiſh'd as part of à work. 
which in reality contain'd nothing but fair 
ridicule on ſome doctrines I cou'd not be- 
lieve, mock: panegyric flowing from mere 

envy, which ſickenꝰd at the ſuperior parts 
and abilities, as well as wondrous deeds of 1 

man J cou'd not love, a few portraits drawn 

from warm life, with the too high colour- 
ing of a youthful fancy, and two or three 
deſcriptions, perhaps too luſcious, which 
tho' NaTurEt and Woman might pardon, 
a Kidgell and a Mansfield _—_ not fail to 
condemn. - 

] haye now, n 2280 thro' 
all the objections, which have been made 
to my conduct in a public capacity. My 
enemies finding that I was invulnerable, 
where they pointed their moſt envenom'd 
darts, afterwards attempted to aſſaſſinate 
my private character, and propagated an 
infinite variety of groundleſs calumnies 
againſt me. I have generally treated theſe 
with the contempt they deſerv'd, from the 
_ certainty that all who knew me, wou'd 
know that I was incapable of the things 
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laid to my charge. A few falſehoods ad- 


vanc'd with more boldneſs than the reſt, 


J was at the pains to refute. The Win- 


cbeſter ſtory in particular, becauſe it re- 
ſpected Lord Bute's own; ſon, and had been 
uſher'd to the public with the greateſt pa- 


rade, as well as with all the impudence of 


malice, and rage of party, I diſprov'd ſo 


fully, that I am ſure not the leaſt ſhadow 


of a doubt remain'd'in_ any man's mind as 
to my entire innocence” of that moſt illi- 
beral charge. I have liv*d ſo long among 
you, Gentlemen, that I will reſt, every 
thing reſpecting me as a private man to the 
teſtimony, which the experience of ſo 
many years authorizes you to give, well 
knowing that true candour always weighs 
in the ſame balance faults and virtues. 
The ſhades in private life are darken'd by 
an enemy, but ſcarcely ſeen by a friend. 
Beſides it is not given to every man to be 
as prous as Lord Sandwich, or as chaſte, in 
andout of the marriage bed, in all thought, 
word, and deed, as the Biſbap of Glouceſ- 
ter. | | 
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a W Gentlemen 
deſerve to be mention'd, that you may 
have before you the whole of my conduct 


in theſe intereſting aA Hairs. I 


after the late flagrant breach of the laws, I 

thought it my duty to the community to 
commence actions againſt all the perſons 
guilty. I deſpis'd the meanneſs of attack 
ing only agents and deputies. I endea- 
vour d to bring to the juriſdiction of the 


law, the principals, the firſt and great of. 
Fenders, the tu ſecretaries of tate. I bluſh 
For my country, when I add that tho' 1 
Have employ d the ableſt gentlemen of the 


profeſſion, they have hitherto found it im- 
poſſible even to force an appearance. Lord 
Egremont died, braving the juſtice of his 


country. Lord Halifax hves, perhaps to 
triumph over it, and to give the example to 


future ſecretaries of committing the groſſeſt 


violation of the rights of the Commons with 


impunity. The judicial proceeding at my 
ſuit commenc'd in the beginning of May 


twelvemonth, and now at the end of Octo- 
ber in the preſent year, his Lordſhip has 
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not enter'd any appearance, ſerking ſhet- 
ter all the winter under Privilige, all the 
ſummer under the chicane of law. The 
little offenders indeed have not eſcap'd. 
Several honeſt juries have mark'd them 
with ignominy, and their guilt has been fol- 
low'd with legal puniſhment. But what is 
of infinitely greater importance to the na- 
tion, we have heard from the Bench, that 
GENERAL WARRANTS ARE ABSOLUTELY TL- 
LEGAL. Such a declaration is now become 
in the higheſt degree intereſting to the ſub- 
ject, becauſe the Majority in this courtiy 
Houſe of Commons refur d, the very laftwin- 
ter, to come to any reſolution in favour. 
of the riglits of their fellow ſubjects. We 
owe it likewiſe to the moſt upright, inde- 
pendent, and intrepid Chief Juſtice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, that in the action 
againſt the under Secretary of ſtate, Mr. 
Wood, THE SEIZURE or PAPERS, except in 
caſes of Hi gh Treaſon, has _ declar'd 
Hrn 

When 7 reflect on theſe x two 1 im- 
portant determinations in favour of libercʒ. 
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the beſt cauſe, and the nobleſt ſtake, for 

which: men can contend, I congratulate 

my free-born' countrymen, and am full of 

gratitude that heaven inſpir'd me with a 
firmneſs and fortitude equal to the conduct 
of ſo arduous a buſineſs. Under all the 
wanton cruelties of uſurp'd and abusd 
power, the goodneſs of the cauſe ſup- 
ported me, and I never loſt ſight of the 
great object, which I had from the firſt 
in my view, the preſervation of the rights 
and privileges of every Engliſhman. I 
glory in the name, and will never forget 
the duties reſulting from it. Tho' I am 
driven into exile from my dear country, I 
ſhall never ceaſe to love and reverence it's 
_ conſtitution, while it remains free. It 
will continue my firſt ambition to approve 
myſelf a faithful ſon of England, and I 
ſhall always be ready to give my life a wil- 
ling ſacrifice to my native country, and to 
what it holds moſt dear, the ſecurity of 
our invaluable liberties. While I live, 1 
ſhall enjoy the ſatisfaction of thinking that 
I have not liv'd in vain, that the preſent 
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age has borne the nobleſt teſtimony to me, 
and that my name will paſs with honour 
to poſterity, for the upright and diſinte- 
reſted part I have acted, and for my un- 
wearied endeavours to protect and ſecure the 
perſons, houſes, and papers, of my fellow- 
ſubjefts from arbitrary viſits and 3 
I am, GENTLEMEN, 
with much regard and affection, 
your moſt obliged, and 
obedient humble ſervant, 


Joun WILEESs. 


Paris, Oct. 22, 1764. £3 0 
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Dadictonprepc to the Fal 1 buona, | 
M TRaceDY, - 

15 the "Right Honourable Jon Earl * | 
Bur, Chancellor of the Univerſity of 

Aberdeen in Scotland, firſt Commuſſioner of 

the Treaſury in England, one of the firteen 
Repreſentatives of the Peers of Scotland, 

one of His Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy 

Council, and Knight of the moſt noble Eng 

liſh Order of the Garter. 

My Lonp, | 

ANY and various motives have 


concurred to give a peculiar pro- 
priety to the fond wiſh T had formed of 
making this humble offering to the Shrine 
of Burg. I have felt an honeſt indigna- 
tion at all the invidious and odious appli- 
cations of the ſtory of Roc ER MorTIMER. 
1 abſolutely diſclaim the moſt diſtant allu- 
ſion, and I purpofely dedicate his Play to 
your Lordſhip, becauſe hiſtory does not 
Furniſh a more ſtriking contraſt, than there 
is between the two Miniſters in the Reigns 
of Edward the Third, and of George the 


Third, The former Prince was held in the 
her Miniſter, the firſt Nobles of England 
were excluded from the King's. Councils, 
and the Minion diſpaſed of all places of 
profit and truſt. The: King's Uncles did 
not retain the ſhadow of power and au- 
thority, but were treated with inſult, and 
the whole Royal Family was depreſſed, 
and forced to depend on the caprice of an 
inſolent favourite. The young King had 
been victorious over the Scots, who were 
in that reign our cruel enemies, but are 
happily in thus our deareft friends. On 
every favourable opportunity, either by 
the diſtractions im the public councils dur- 
ing a minority, or by the abſence of the 
national troops, they had ravaged Enc- 
raxp with fire and ſword. Edward might 
have compelled them to accept of any: 
terms, but Roczs MorTines, from per- 
fonal motives of his own power and am- 
bition, haſtily concluded an ignominious- {| 
Peace, by. which he factificed all the glo- | 
ries of a ſucceſsful War. Wich the higheſt. 
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_ rapture I now look back to that diſgrace. 
ful zra, and I exult when I compare it 
with the halcyon days of George the Third, 
This excellent Prince is held in no kind of 
captivity. All his Nobles have free ac- - 
ceſs to him. The throne is not now be- 

ſieged. Court favour, not confined to one 
partial ſtream, flows in a variety of diffe- 

rent channels, enriching this whole coun- 
try. There is now the moſt perfect union 
among all the branches of the Royal Fa- 
mily. No Court Minion now finds it ne- 
ceſſary, for the preſervation of his own 
omnipotence, by the vileſt inſinuations to 
divide either the Royal, or any noble fa- 
milies. The King's Uncle is now treated 
with that mark'd diſtinction which his ſin- 
gular merit is entitled to, both from the 
nation, and the Throne, eſtabliſhed by 

his valour in extinguiſhing a foul rebel 
lion, which burſt upon us from it's native 
North, and almoſt overſpread the Land. 
Our Sovereign is conſcious that he owes | 
more to our great deliverer than any Prince 
in Europe owes to any ſubject ; and he 
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ſetsa noble example of gratitude to Princes, 
que les Rois, ces illuſtres ingrats, Sont aſſez 
malbeureux pour ne conniitre pas. No fa- 
dourite now has trampled upon the moſt 
reſpectable of the Engliſh Nobility, and 
driven them from their Sovereign's Coun- 
cils. No diſcord now rages in the king- 
dom, but every tongue bleſſes the Mini- 
ſter who has in ſo many ways endeared 
himſelf no leſs to the Nobility than to the 
whole body of the People. Primores po- 
puli arripuit, populumque tributim. To 
compleat the Contraſt, we have now an 
advantageous, a glorious Peace, fully ade- 
quate to all the ſucceſſes, to all the glories 
of the War. | 

The internal policy of this kingdom is 
equally to be admired, Our gracious So- 
vereign maturely examines all matters ot 
national importance, and no unfair or par- 
tal repreſentation of any buſineſs, or of 
any of his ſubjects, 1s ſuffered to be made 
to him, nor can any character be aſſaſſi- 
nated in the dark, by an unconſtitutional 
Prime Miniſter. He regularly, by your 

L 
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advice, attends every private conncil of 
real moment, and nothing is there ſub- 
mitted to the arbitrary deciſion of on- 
man. This happy ſtate of things we owe 
to your Lordſhip's unexampled care of 
His Majeſty's youth. The great promiſe 
you made us, that we ſhould frequently 
ſee our Sovereign, like his great Predeceſ. 
for William the Third, preſiding in perſon 
at the Britiſh Treaſury, has been fulfilled 
to the advantage and glory of theſe times, 
and to the perfecting of that ſcheme of 
economy, ſo earneſtly recommended from 
the Throne, ſo &bly carried into execution 
by yourſelf, and your Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and ſo minutely by the Lord Ste- 
ward of the Houſhold. Your whole coun- 
cil of ſtate too is compoſed of men of the 
firſt abilities; ' the Duke of Bedford, the 
Earls of Halifax, Egremont, and Gower, 
the Lords Henley, Mansfield, and Ligonier; 
Mr. George Grenville, and Mr. Fox. The 
buſineſs of this great empire is not how- 
ever entirely truſted to them : the molt 
arduous and complicate parts are not only 
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digeſted and prepared, but finally reviſed 
4 ſettled, by Gilber. Elliot, Alexander 
Wedderburn, Eſqrs; Sir Henry Erſkine, 
Bart. and the Home. 

Another reaſon why I chuſe your Lord- 
ſhip for the ſubject of this Dedication, 1 is 


that you are ſaid, by former Dedicators, to 


cultivate with ſucceſs the polite arts. They 


ought to have gone further, and to have 
ſhewn how liberally you have rewarded all 
men of genius. Malloch and the Home 
have been nobly provided for. Let 
Churchill or Armſtrong write like them, 
your Lordſhip's claſſical taſte will reliſh 
their works, and patronize the authors. 
You, my Lord, are ſaid to be not only 
a Patron, but a Judge, and Mallech adds, 
that he wiſhes, © for the honour of our 
country, that this praiſe were not, almoſt 


_ excluſrvely, your own.” I wiſh too, for 


the honour of my country, and, to preſerve 

your Lordſhip from the contagion of a ma- 

lignant exvy, that you would not again 

giye permiſſion to a ſcribler to ſacrifice al- 

moſt the whole 7 of our Nobility and 
1 2 
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_ Gentry tohis itch of panegyric on you, and 
of pay from you ; and I ſubmit, whether 
a future inconvenience may not reſult from 
ſo remarkable an inſtance how certain and 
ſpeedy the way to obtain the wa is, by 
means of the firf. | | 
The progreſs, my Lord, which almoſt 
all the ſciences have made in England, has 
become the jealouſy of Europe. Under 
your auſpices Botany and Tragedy have 
reached the utmoſt height of perfection. 
Not only the Syſtem of Power, but the Ve. 
getable Syſtem has been compleated by the 
Joint labours of your Lordſhip, and the 
great Doctor Hill. Tragedy under Mallocb 
and the Home has here rivalled the Greek 
model, and united the different merits of 
the great Moderns. The fire of Shake- 
 ſpeare, and the correctneſs of Racine, have 
met 1n your two countrymen. One other 
exotic too I muſt not forget : Arthur Mur- 
phy, Gent. He has the additional merit 
of acting no leſs than of writing, ſo as to 
touch in the moſt exquiſite manner all the 
fine feelings of the human frame. I have 


r 
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ſcarcely ever felt myſelf more forcibly af- 


fected, than by this poor neglected player, 


except a few years ago at the Ducheſs of 
Queenſberry's, where your Lordſhip ſo fre- 
quently exhibited, In one part, which 
was remarkably humane and amiable, you 
were ſo great, that the general exclama- 
tion was, here you did not act. In another 
part you were no leſs perfect. I mean in 

the famous ſcene of Hamlet, where you | 
pour fatal poiſon into the ear of a good, un- 
ſuſpecting King. If the great names of 
MuzrPny and ny as Players, penſantur 

eidem trutind, it is no flattery to ſay that 
you, my Lord, were not only ſuperior, ' 
but even unrivalled by him, as well as by 


all who have ever appeared on the great 
ſtage of the world. As a writer, I take 


Mr. Murphy rather to excel you, except in 


points of Orthography : as an actor, he can 


form no pretenſion to an equality. Na- 
ture indeed in her utmoſt fimplicity we ad- 
mire in Mr. Murphy ; but Art, 4 cha. 
racteriſes your nn. 

| PF] OS | 
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This too gives your Lordſhip a claim 
to the Dedication of this Play. You are 
perfect in every thing reſpecting the powers 
of afting. Your whole mind has been 
formed to it. All your faculties have been 
directed to this important object. 'While 
Mr. Pitt, Lord 7 emple, and others, your 
cotemporaries, were preparing themſelves 
for the national buſineſs of Parliament, 
and already taking. a diftinguiſhed part 
there, you were treading a private ſtage 
in the high buſkins of pompous, ſonorous 
Tragedy. With what ſuperior ſucceſs l 
record with pleaſure. Mr. Pit? and his 
noble Brother are now both in a private 
ſtation: You have, almoſt excluf7 vely, the 
{miles of your Sovereign; they only the 
empty applauſe of their country. This 
too they ſhare with others ; ; a Duke of New- 
caſtle and Devonſhire ; a Marquis of Rock- 
ingham, an Earl of Hardwick, and the two 
ſpirited, young.N obles, who ſtand fo high 
in fame and virtue, whom England glo- 
ries that ſhe can call her'own, the Dukes 
of Grafton and Portland. Theſe diſtin- 
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guiſhed characters muſt ever be reſpeſted 
by your Lordſhip, for their ardent love 
of our Sovereign and of Liberty, and ho- 
noured by ibis nation as the declared, de - 
termined, and combined enemies of deſpo- 
tic, infolent, and contemptible favouritiſm.” 
As Tragedy and Botany have thus reared: 
their heads, give me leave to recommend: 
to your Lordſhip one important point re- 
ſpecting the Sciences, and the Belles Let- 
tres, which {till remains unſettled : I mean 
Orthography. The French Academy has 
fixed it for their nation; yet a bold mo- 
dern, Voltaire, has dared to deviate from 
their rules, and has endeavoured to eſta. 
bliſh a new Orthography, ſtill nearer ap- 
proaching to the modern pronunciation. 
I have ſeen, and admired, ſome curigus 
ſpecimens of your Lordſhip's labours of 
this kind, moſt happily adapted even to 
the female mode of pronunciation, which 
with me, as well as with a polite nobleman, 
muſt ever bear the palm, if not of cor- 
rectneſs, yet of grace and elegance, Tn, 
deed, my Lord, the letters I allude 40 arg, 
95 
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ſo eurious, that I wiſh for a fac famile'of 
them, as we have of one of the genuine lu. 

- ters of your country- man Arihibald Bower. 
They would, I am perſuaded, excel all 
the curious manuſcripts of this kind in 
your own Univerſity of Aberdeen, or among 
the immenſe collection of learned books of 
your late valuable purchaſe, the Argyle 
Library. May I not therefore hope that 
as the Definitive Treaty is now ſigned, your 
Lordſhip's labours will be directed to this 
important point, and that we may expect 
toſeea compleat Ortbhograpbical Dictionary, 
to determine the knotty point of Britain 
for Briton, which has of late puzzled that 
great writer, the great BziTon himſelf, not- 
| withſtanding the excellence of his Scotty 
education? Eaſe and elegance will, I am 
perſuaded, ſtill attend your Lordſhip as 
. inſeparably as they have ever done, nor 
vill you in this caſe be in danger of being 
forſaken by them, when, as Benedict (or 
if you pleaſe in your own botanical phraſe, 
Carduus Benedictus) ſays, now he is turned 
ORTHOGRAPHER, his words are a very fan- 
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 taſtical banquet, 9 US _— Manke 
diſhes. © 

I ſhould have added, my Lord, that the 
Pla I make an offering of is a Trapedy, 
the moſt grave and moral of all Poems, and 
therefore with a happy propriety comes'in- 
{cribed to your Lordſhip, the moſt grave, 
the moſt moral of all men. A witty comedy, 
I would never have offered to your Lord- 
ſhip, nor indeed fo any of your country- 
men. Wit is an ignis fatuus, which be- 
wilders and leads us aſtray. It is the 
primroſe path, which conducts to folly. 
Your Lordſhip has never deviated into it. 
You have marched on with ſolemn dignity, 
keeping ever the true tragic ſtep, and have 
on the greateſt occaſions (/o known, ſa Bo- 
noured——1n the Houſe of Lords) exhibited 
to the world what you learnt on the ſtage, 
the moſt pompous diction with the boldeſt 
theatrical ſwell, infinitely ſuperior to, all 
the light airs of wit or humour. The eaſy 
ſock of laughing comedy you never con- 
deſcended to wear. | 
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+ I have only one thing more to urge to 
your Lordſhip. The Play is quite impers 
fect. Your Lordſhip loves the ſtage : ſo 
does Mr. Murphy. Let me intreat your 
Lordſhip to aſſiſt your friend in perfecting 
the weak ſcenes of this Tragedy, and from 
theſe crude labours of Ben Fohnſon and 
others, to give us a compleat Play. It is 
the warmeſt wiſh of my heart that the Earl 
of Burx may ſpeedily compleat the ſtory 
of Rogers MorTiMEr. I hope that your 
Lordſhip will graciouſiy condeſcend to un- 
dertake this arduous taſk, to which parts 
like yours, are ſo peculiarly adapted. A 
variety of anecdotes in real life will ſuper- 
cede the leaſt neceſſity of poetical fiction. 
To you every thing will be eaſy. The fifth 
AZ of this Play will find talents great as 
your's, {till in full vigour, even after you 
have run ſo wonderful a career. Tf more 
important concerns, either of buſineſs, or 
amuſement, engage you too much, I beg, 
my Lord, that you will - pleafe* royally to 
command Mr. Murphy, as Mr.'Macpher/ou 
Jays you commazded him to publiſh the 


S 

proſe-poems of Fingal and Temora. Such- 
a work will immortalize your name in the 
literary, as the Peace of Verſailles will in 
the political world, and wherever the name 
of Roo ER MorTimEeR ſhall be mentioned, 
that of BuTE will follow to the lateſt times. 

Give me leave, my Lord, to offer my 
thanks as an Engliſhman, for your public 
conduẽt. At your acceſſion to power, you 
found us a diſtracted, diſunited nation. 
The late abandoned minifter of the people” 
had wickedly extended every dart of cor- 
ruption through all ranks of men, the ſe- 
nate (I ſpeak of the late venal Parliament) 
not excepted. You, my Lord, have made 
us a happy and united nation. Corrup- 
tion ſtarted like a guilty thing, upon your 
ſummons of Mr. Fox, nor have I heard of 
a ſingle inſtance of any undue, unconſti- 
tutional influence exerted in the ſenate. (L 
ſpeak of the preſent, virtuous Parliament). 
Your Lordſhip too from every foreign 
Court has received the moſt flattering teſ- 
timonies of an unbounded confidence in 
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your veracity and good faith, equal to their 
Juſt ſenſe. of your tranſcendent abilities. 
l beg pardon, my Lord, for having ſo 
long detained the patriot Miniſter of the 
patriot King, from the great ſcenes, of fo- 
reign buſineſs, or the rooting: out corrup- 
tion at home, or the innocent employments 
of his leiſure hours. I hope Doctor Hill 
and the Home will forgive me, and that 
the great Triumvirate having completed a 
glorious, and permanent peace, may in 
learned eaſe, under the ſnade of their own 
olive, ſoon enjoy the full ſweets of their 
own philoſophy; for as Candide obſerves, 
Cela eſt bien dit, Mals 1L FAUT CULTIVER 
NOTRE JARDIN, In your ſofter, more en- 
vied hours of retirement, I wiſh you, my 
Lord, the moſt exquiſite pleaſures under 
the ſhade of the Cyprian Myrtle. Your 
patriot moments will be paſſed under the 
ſhade of your Scottiſh Fir. | 
I will no longer intrude on your Lord- 
ſhip. - The Cocoa Tree and your countrymen 
may be impatient to ſertle with you the 
Army and the Finances of this kingdom. 
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] have only to add my congratulations on 
the peculiar | fame you have acquired, ſo 
adequate to the wonderful acts of your 
adminiſtration. You are now in full poſ- 
ſeſſion of that fame at the head of Tories 
and Scotſmen ; but alas! my Lord, how 
fantaſtick, as well as tranſitory is fame ! 
The meaneſt have their day; and though 
Mr. Pitt is now adored, as the head of 


IWhigs and Engliſhmen, the — can out 
blaze, and paſs away. 
I am, with a zeal and WHT equal to 
your virtues, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Very humble fervant. 
March 15, 1763. | 5 
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Letter to His Grace the Dukx of GRAPTON. 


My Loxp, 
« IT is a very peculiar ſatisfaction I feet, 
on my return to my native country, that 
a nobleman of your grace's ſuperior ta- 
lents, and inflexible integrity, is at the 
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a6 of the moſt important department of 
ſtate. ' I have been witneſs of the general 
applauſe, which has been given abroad, 


to the choice his majeſty has made, and I 


am happy to find my own countrymen 
zealous and unanimous in every teſtimony 
of their approbation. 

I hope, my Lord, that I may congra- 


tulate myſelf, as well as my country, on 
your grace's being placed in a ſtation of 


ſo great power and importance. Though 
I have been cut off from the body of his 


majeſty's ſubjects, by a cruel and unjuſt 
Proſcription, I have never entertained an 


idea inconſiſtent with the duty of a good 
ſubject. My heart ſtill reta ins all its for- 
mer warmth for the dignity of England, 
and the glory of its ſovereign. I have not 
aſſociated with the traitors to our liberties, 


nor made a ſingle connection with any man 


who was dangerous, or even ſuſpected by 
the friends of the proteſtant family on the 
throne. I now hope that the rigour of a 
long-unmerited exile is paſt, and that I 


may be allowed to continue in the land- 


and among the friends of liberty. 


T I 159 ) 

I ih my lord, to owe this to the 
mercy of my prince. I entreat your grace 
to lay me with all humility at the king's 
feet, with the trueſt aſſurances, that I have 
never, in any moment of my life, ſwerved 
from the duty and allegiance I owe to my 
ſovereign, and that I implore, and in 
every thing ſubmit to, his — s cle- 
mency. 

Your grace's noble manner of thinking, 
and the obligations I have formerly re- 
ceived, which are ſtill freſh in my mind, 
will, I hope, give a full propnety to this 
addreſs; and I am ſure a heart, glowing 
with the ſacred zeal of liberty, muſt have 
a favourable reception from the duke of 
Grafton. I flatter myſelf, that my con- 
duct will juſtify your graces interceding 
with a prince, who is diſtinguiſhed by a 
compaſſionate tenderneſs and er to 
all his ſubjects, 

I am, with the trueſt reſpect, my Lord, 

Your Grace's moſt obedient, and moſt 
humble ſervant, - 


Jony WILXXS. 
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A ſecond letter to His Grace the Duxk of 
GRAF TON, Firſt ner oner of His A 
jeſtꝰs 2. reaſury. © 


Vacare culpd magnum eſt ſalativas i 5 0 
ſertim cum habeam duas reſt quibus me ſuf. 
tentem, optimarum artium ſcientiam, & 
maximarum rerum gloriam, quarum altera 
mihi vivo nunquam eripietur, altera ne mor- 
tuo quidem. | Cicero. 


My Lonp, als, Dec. 12, 1766. 
*I AM not yet recover d from the aſto- 
niſhment, into which I was thrown by 
your grace's verbal meſſage, in anſwer to 
my letter of the firſt of November. Ina 
converſation I had with Colonel Fitzroy at 
the Hotel d'Eſpaigne, he did me the ho- 
nour of aſſuring me, that I ſhou'd find his 
brother my real and ſincere friend, ex- 
tremely deſirous to concur in doing me 
Juſtice, that he was to tell me this from 
your grace, but that many intereſting par- 
ticulars relative to me cou'd not be com- 
municated by letter, por by the poſt. 1 


( 161 )'; 


a 


fondly believ'd theſe obliging aſſurances, 


becauſe on 4 variety of occaſions your 


grace had teſtified a full approbation of 


my conduct, had thank'd me in the moſt - 


flattering terms as the perſon the moſt uſe- 
ful to the common cauſe in which we were 


embark'd, and had ſhewn an uncommon 


zeal to ſerve a man who had ſuffer'd fo 
much in the cauſe of liberty. 
I returned to England with the deen, 


and the moſt lively hopes. As ſoon as 1 


arrivd at London, I deſir'd my excellent 
friend, Mr. F:tzherbert, to wait on your 


grace, with every profeſſion of regard on 
my part, and the reſolution I had taken 


of entirely ſubmitting the mode of the ap- 
plication I ſhou'd make to the throne for 
my pardon. I cannot expreſs the anxiety, 
which your grace's anſwer gave me, Mr. 
Wilkes muſt write to Lord Chatham. I then 
beg'd Mr. F:itzherbert to ſtate the reaſons, 
which made it impoſſible for me to follow 
that advice, from every principle of ho- 
nour, both public and private. I ſhew'd 
to Ke impropriety of ſupplicating a fellow 
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fubject for mercy, the prerogative good 
Kings are the moſt jealous of, by far the 
| brighteſt jewel in their crown, and the at- 
tribute, by which they may the neareſt 
approach to the Divinity. 

I afterwards wrote the letter to your 
grace, which I have ſeen in all the public 
prints. I never receiv'd any other anſwer 
but a verbal . meſſage, Mr. Wilkes muſt 
corite to Lord Chatham : I do nothing with- 
aut Lord Chatham. When I found that 
my pardon was to be bought with the fa 
erifice of my honour, I had the virtue not 
to heſitate. I ſpurn'd at the propoſal, and 
left my dear native London with a heart 
full of grief that my faireſt hopes were 
| blaſted, of humiliation that I had given 


an eaſy faith to the promiſes of a Miniſter 


and a Courtier, and of aſtoniſhment that 
 & nobleman of parts and diſcernment 
eou'd continue in an infatuation; from 

; which the conduct of Lord Cbatban had: 
4 recover'd every. other man in: the nation. 


He was indeed long the favourite charat- 


ter of our -COUNTTYTNCRs Every tongue 


* I 
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was wanton in his praiſe. The whole 
people laviſh'd on him their choiceſt fa- 
yours, and endeavour'd by the nobleſt 
means, by an unbounded generofity and 
confidence, to have kept him virtuous. 
With what anguiſh were we at laſt unde- 
ceiv'd ! How much it coſt us to give up 
a man, who had ſo long entirely kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of our hearts! How cruel was the 
ſtruggle! But alas! how is he chang d? 
how fallen? from what height fallen? His 
glorious ſun is ſet, I believe never to riſe. 
again. | 

We long hop'd, my Lord, that public 
virtue was the guide of his actions, and the 
love of our country his ruling paſſion, but 
he has fully ſhewn omnis vis virtuſque in 
linguds fita eft. Our hearts glow'd with 
gratitude for the important ſervices he had 
done againſt the common enemy, and the 
voice of the nation hail'd him our deli- 
verer; but private ambition was all the 
while ſkulking behind the ſhield of the pa- 
triot, and at length in an evil hour made 
= quit the ne of all his glory, the 

2 | 
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only place, in which he cou'd be truly 
uſeful, for a retreat, where he knew: it 
was impoſſible the confidence of the peo. 

ple cou'd follow, but where he might in 
inglorious eaſe bear his BLUSHING Honour: 
thick upon him. 1 

l might now, my Lord, mates nit 
your grace on a verbal meſſage, and of ſuch 
a nature, in anſwer to a letter couch'd in 


the moſt decent and reſpectful terms, com- 


ing too from a late member of the legiſla- 
ture. I might regret, that the largeſt 
proffers of friendſhip, and real ſervice, 
cou'd mean no more than two or three 
words of cold advice, that I ſhou'd apply 
to another, I might be tempted to think 
it a duty of office in the firſt Lord of the 


Treaſury to have ſubmitted to his Majeſty 


a petition. relative. to the exerciſe! of the 
nobleſt act of regal power, which any con- 


ſtitution can give any ſovereign. Surely, 


my Lord, my application to the firſt Co. 
miſſioner of the Treaſury, who is always 


confider'd as the firſt Miniſter in England 


: 4 
* 


23 > 


was the very proper application. A1 | 
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had made no diſcovery of any new won- + 
lerful pill or drop, nor pretended to the 
ecret of curing the gout or the tooth-ach, - 
never thought of ſoliciting Lord Chat- 
bom for a privy ſeal. His Lordſhip's office 
vas neither important, nor reſponſible. I 
will not however enlarge on this, but I 
ſhall deſire your grace's permiſſion fully to 
ſtate what has happen'd to me as a private 
gentleman relative to Lord Chatham, be- 
cauſe I wou'd not leave a doubt concern- 
ing the propriety of my conduct, in a 
mind naturally ſo candid, and ſo capable 
of judging truly, as that of the Duke of 
Grafton. 


believe that the flinty heart of Lord 
Cbatbam has known the ſweets of private 


| friendſhip, and the fine feelings of huma- 
nity, as little as even Lord Mansfield. 
They are both form'd to be admir'd, not 
beloy'd, A proud, inſolent, overbearing, 
ambitious man is always full of the ideas 
of his.own' importance, and vainly ima- 
tines himſelf ſuperior to the equality ne 
ceſſary among real friends, in all the mo: 
M3. 
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ments of true enjoyment. Friendſhip i is 
too pure a pleaſure for a+ mind canker'd 
with ambition, or the luſt of power and 
grandeur. Lord Chatham declar'd in Par- 
liament the ſtrongeſt attachment to Lord 
Temple, one of the greateſt characters our 
country cou'd ever boaſt, and ſaid he wwor'sd 
live and die with his noble brother. He has 
receiv'd, obligations of the firſt magnitude 
from that noble brother, yet what: trace of 
gratitude or of friendſhip was ever found in 
any part of his conduct? and, has he not 
now declar'd the moſt open variance, and 
even, hoſtility ? I have had- as warm and 
_ expreſs declarations. of regard as cqu'd be 
made. by this marble-hearted, friend; .and. 
Ar. Pitt had no doubt his views in-even 
feeding me with flattery from time to time; 
on occaſions too where candour and indul- 
gence were all I cou'd claim. He may fe- 
member the compliments be paid me on 
two certain poems in the year 1754 It! 
were to take the declarations made by 
himſelf and the late My. Potter d. la lettre, 
they were more charm'd with thoſe verſes 
| * 


— 
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after the ninety ninth reading than after 
the firſt ; ſo that from this circumſtance, as 
well as a few of his ſpeeches in parliament, 
it ſeems to be likewiſe true of the firſt 
orator, or rather the firſt comedian; of our 


age, non diſpli cuiſſe illi jocos, ſed non conti- 
giſe. 

Iwill now ſubmit to your grace, if there 
was not ſomething peculiarly baſe and per- 
fidious in Mr. Pitt's calling me a blaſphe- 
mer of my Gad for thoſe very verſes, at a 
time when I was abſent, and dangerouſſy 
ill from an affair of honout. The charge 
too he knew was falſe, for the whole ri- 
dicule of thoſe" two pieces was confin'd* to 
certain myſteries, which formerly the 1 
placd and unpenſon d Mr. Pitt did not 
think himſelf oblig d even to affect to be- 
eve. He added another charge equally 
unjuſt; that I was the /ibeller of: my king, 
tho' he was ſenſible that I never wrote a 
ſingle line diſreſpectful to the ſacred per- 
ſon of my ſovereign, but had only attack d 
the deſpotiſin of his miniſters, with the 
"may 0 a ae . . 
M 4 
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lous friend of his country. The reaſon of 
this perfidy was: plain. He was then be- 
ginning to pay homage to the Scottiſh Idol, 
and I was the moſt acceptable ſacrifice he 


_. cou'doffer at the ſhrine of Burz. Hiſtory 


ſcarcely gives ſo remarkable a change. 
He was a few years ago the mad, ſeditious 
Tribune of the People, - inſulting his So- 
vereign even in his capital city, now he is, 
the abject, crouching deputy of the proud 
Scot, who he declar'd in Parliament want- 
ed wiſdom, and held principles incompatible 
with freedom; a molt ridiculous character 
ſurely for a ſtateſman, and the ſubject of 
a free kingdom, but the very proper com- 
poſition for a favourite. Was it poſſible 
for me after this to write a ſuppliant letter 
to Lord Chatham ? I am the firſt to pro- 
nounce myſelf moſt unworthy of a pardon, 
if I cou'd have obtain'd it on thoſe terms. 
Although I declare, my Lord, that the 
conſcious pride of virtue makes me look 
don with contempt on a man, whocou'd 
be guilty of this baſeneſs, who cou d in 
the lobby declare that I muſt be ſupport: 
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ed, and in the Houſe on the faine day de- 
ſert and revile me, yet I will on every oc- 
cafion do juſtice to the Miniſter. - He has 
ſerv'd the public in all thoſe points, where 
the good of the nation coincided with his 
own private views; and in no other. I 
venerate the memory of the Secretary, and | 
I think it an honour to myſelf that I ſtea- 
dily ſupported in Parliament an admini- 
ſtration, the moſt ſucceſsful we ever had, 
and which carried the glory of the nation 
to the higheſt pitch in every part of the 
world. He found his country almoſt in 
* He rais d the noble ſpirit of Eng- 


= * 
1 * ? 


enemies, His plans, when in power, were | 
always great, tho' in direct oppoſition to 
the declarations of his whole life, when 
out of power. The invincible bravery of 
the Britiſh troops gave ſucceſs even to the 
moſt raſh, the moſt extravagant, the moſt 
deſperate of his projects. Hę ſaw early 
the hoſtile intentions of Spain, and if the 
toritten advice had been follow d; a very 
few weeks had then probably cles d the 
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laſt general war; although the merit of 
chat advice was more the merit of His noble 
brother, than his own. After the ommi- 
Potence of Lord Bute in 1561 had forc'd 
Mr. Pitt to retire from his Majeſtyꝰs Coun- 
.cils,. and the cauſe was declard by himſelf 
0 be our conduct relative to Spain, I had 
. the happineſs of ſetting that affair in ſo 
clear and advantageous a light, that he ex- 
preſsd the moſt entire ſatisfaction, and 
particular obligations tomy friendſhip. I 
do not however make this a claim of me- 
Tit to Mr: Pitt. It was my duty, from the 

Peculiar advantages of information then 
tid. 
The conſtitution of our country lo no 
obligations to him. He*has left it with 
A0 beauties, and all its.blemifties. He 
never once appear' d in earneſt about afly 
«queſtion of liberty. He was the cauſe that 
in 1764 no point was gain d for the'public 
in the two great queſtions of GENERAL 
WankRkaxrs, and the Se1zuRE or PAPERS. 
The curſed remains of the court of Star 
Chamber, the enormous power of the 
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Atrorney General, the fole great judicial. 
officer of the crown, who 1s durante bene: 
placito, and not upon oath, who tramples 
on Grand Furies, and breaks down the 
firſt, the foremoſt barriers of liberty, con- 
tinued during his adminiſtration the ſame” 
as before. Every grievance; which was 
not rooted out by the glorious Revolution, 
and the latter ſtruggles of our patriots, 
ſtill ſubſiſts in: full force, notwithſtanding 
the abſolute power he exercisꝰd for ſeveral 
years over every. department of the ſtate. 
But I have done with Lord Chatham; 1 Ii 
leave him to the poor conſolation f -“K/„N 

place, a penſion, and a peerage, for which 
he has ſold the confidence of a great na- 
tn. Pity ſhall find, and weep over him. 
I am now, my Lord, once more driven 
from the Romans to the gay; the polite 
Athenians; but I ſhall endeavour: to con- 


vince your grace that Tam not totally loft | 


to my country nor to: myſelf, in this ſcene 
of elegant diſſipation, and that. I do not. 
waſte the time in unavailing complaints of 
my hard fate, and the ingratitude of thoſe 
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I have ſerv'd with ſucceſs, for I ſhall very 

ſoon beg to call the public attention to, 

ſome points of national importance, and 

in the mean time I ſhall embrace this op- 

portunity of doing myſelf juſtice againſt 
the calumnies, which a reſtleſs faction does 

not ceaſe to propagate. | 

The affair of the GENERAL Wanrranr,. 
and the HaBeas Corus, is told very un- 
faithfully, and almoſt every particular, re- 

lative to my being made a priſoner, and 
ſent to the Tower on the goth of April 
1763, has been injuriouſly miſrepreſented 
in ſeveral late publications. I ſhall there- 
fore ſtate the tranſactions of that memor- 4: 
able day, and I may appeal to the minutes 
taken at the time for the accuracy of this 
relation. 

On my return from the city early i in the 
morning, I met at the end of Great George 
Street one of the King's Meſſengers. He 
told me that he had a warrant to appre- | 
hend me, which he muſt execute imme 
diately, and that I muſt attend him to 


Lord Halifax's. I deſir'd to ſee the ar- 


(273) 

rant. He ſaid it was againſt the authors, 
printers, and publiſhers of the North Briton, 
No. 45, and that his verbal orders were to 
arreſt Mr. Wilkes. I told him the warrant 
did not reſpect me: I advis'd him to be 
very civil, and to uſe no violence in the 
ſtreet, for if he attempted force, I wou'd 
put him to death in the inſtant, but if he 
wou'd come quietly to my houſe; I wou'd 
convince him of the illegality of the war- 
rant, and the injuſtice of the orders he 
had receiv'd. He choſe to accompany me 
home, and then produc'd the GENERAL 
WarRanT, I declar'd that ſuch a war- 
rant was abſolutely illegal and void in itſelf, 
that it was a ridiculous warrant againſt the 
whole Engliſh nation, and I aſk'd why he 
wou'd ſerve it on me, rather than on the 
Lord Chancellor, on either of the Secre- 
taries, on Lord Bute, or Lord Corke, my 
next door neighbour. The anſwer was, I 
am to arreſt Mr. Wilkes. About an hour 
afterwards two other Meſſengers arri d,. 
and ſeveral of their aſſiſtants- They all 

endeavour'd in vain to perſuade me to ac- 


Lordſhip to deſine my attendance. My 
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company them to Lord Halifax's. I had 
kkewiſe many civil meflages from his 


application was rather rude and ungentle- 
While ſome of the Meſſengers and their 
aſſiſtants were with me, Mr. Churchill came 
into the room. I had heard that their 
verbal orders were likewiſe to apprehend 
him, but 1 ſuſpected they did not know 

his perſon, and by preſence of mind I had 
the happineſs of ſaving my friend. As 
ſoon as Mr. CBurchill enter d the room, I 
accoſted him, Good morrow, Mr. Thomſon. 
| How does Mrs. Thomſon do to-day? Does 
be dine in the country? Mr. Churchill 
thank'd me, ſaid ſhe then waited for him, 
that he only came for a moment to aſk me 
how I did, and almoſt directly took his 
teave. He went home immediately, fe- 
curd all his papers, and retir'd into the 
country. The Meſſengers cou'd never 
get intelligence where he was. The fol- 
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lowing week he came to town, and was 
preſent both rhe days of Mack: the 
court of Common Pleas. 

The whole morning paſsd in ee 
ſineſs of the Meſſengers being ſoon pub. 
licly known, ſeveral of my friends came to- 
me on ſo extraordinary an event. F de- 
ſi'd two or three of them to go to the 
court of Common PLitas, to make affida- 
vit of my being made a priſoner in my own 
houſe under an illegal warren, and to de- 
mand the Hazzas Corpus, The Chief 
Juſtice gave orders that it ſhould iſſue im- 
mediately. 

A conſtable came afterwards with ſeve- 


ral aſſiſtants to the Meſſengers. I repeat- 
edly inſiſted on their all leaving me, and 
declar'd I wou'd not ſuffer any one of them 
to continue in the room againſt my con- 
ſent, for I knew and wou'd ſupport the 
rights of an Engliſhman in the ſanctuary 
of his on houſe. I was then threaten'd 
with immediate violence, and a regiment 
of the guards, if neceffary. I ſoon found 
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all reſiſtance wou'd be vain. The conſta- 


ble demanded my ſword, and inſiſted on 


my immediately attending the Meſſengers 


to Lord Halifax's. I replied, that if they | 


were not aſſaſſins, they ſhov'd firſt give me 
their names in writing. They complied 
with this, and thirteen ſet their hands to 
the paper. I then got into my own chair, 
and proceeded to Lord Halifax's, guarded 
by the Meſſengers and their aſſiſtants. 

I was conducted into a great apartment 
fronting the park, where Lord Halifax and 
Lord Egremont, the two Secretaries of 
State, were ſitting at a table cover'd with 
paper, pens and ink. The under-ſecre- 
taries ſtood near their lordſhips. Mr 
Lovel Stanhope, the law clerk, and Mr 
Philip Carteret Webb, the ſolicitor of the 
Treafury, were the only perſons beſides 
who attended. Lord Egremont receiv'd 
me with a ſupercilious, inſolent air ; Lord 
Halifax with great politeneſs. I was de- 
fir'd to take the chair near their Lordſhips, 


which I did. Lord Halifax then began, 
that be was really concern d that he had been 
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ieceſitated tb proceed in that manner againſt 
me, that it was exceedingly to be regretted: 
that a gentleman of my. rank and abilities 
uid engage againſt his King, and bit Ma- 
ii government. I replied, that his Lord- 
ſip cou'd not be more miſtaken, for the King 
bad not a ſubjefF more zealoufly attach'd to 
bis perſon and government than myſelf; that 
T had all my life been a warm friend bf the 
Houſe of Britnſuvick, and the Proteſtant Suc- 
ſion ; that while I made the trueft profeſ- _ 
ſons of duty to the King, 1 was equally free 


to declare in the ſame moment, that I believ 1 


10 Prince had ever the misfortune of being 


ſerd' d by ſuch ignorant, inſolent, and deſpo- ; 


tic miniſters, of which my being there was a 
freſh, glaring proof, for I was brought ' 

fore their Lordſhips by force, under a Gene- 
W i Warrant, which nam'd no body, in 
violation of the laws of my ccuntry, and of 
the privileges of Parliament; that I beg'd 
beth their Lordfoips to remember my preſent 


declaration, that on the very firſt day of the _ 


enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament, I wou'd ſtand 
up in my place and impeach them for the out- 
N ; 
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tbat it was now his duty to examine me. 


wo d tend rather to what his Lordſhip wiſod 


. light to guide him thro” it, but that I cou'd 


come from me. Lord Halifax return'd to 


curiqſity on his Lordſbip's part, which how- | 


on their Lordſhips table ſhou'd be as milk 
white as at the beginning. Lord Halifax 


( 198) | 
rage they bad committed in my perſon againſt 
#he liberties of the people. Lord Halifax 
anſwer'd, that nothing bad been done but 
by the advice of the beſt lawyers, and 


He had in his hand a long liſt of 1 
regularly number d. He began, My 

Wilkes, do you know Mr. Kearſly ? when 
did you ſee him? Fc. Sc. I replied, that 
T ſuſpected there was a vain hope my anſwer 


to know, that be ſeem d to be loſt in a dart, 
and intricate path, aud really wanted much 


aſſure his Lordſhip not a ſingle ray ſpou'd 


the charge, Mr. Wilkes, do you know Mr. 
Kearſly ? Sc. Cc. I ſaid, that this was 4 


ever laudable in the ſecretary, I did not find 


myſe if | diſpoſed to gratify, and that at the 
end of my examination all the quires of paper 


then defir'd to remind me of my being their pr. 


8 
ſener, and of their right to examine me. I an- 
fwer'd, that I ſhou'd imagine their Lordſhips* 
time was too precious to be trifled away in 
that manner; that they might have ſeen before 
Iwo never ſay one word they def d to 
tw; and I added, Indiad, my Lords, I 
am not made of ſuch ſlight, flimſy tuff; then 
turning to Lord Egremont, I ſaid, Cor'd 
you employ torturts, I wo d never utter a 
word unbecoming my honour, or affottingę the 
ſacred confidence of any friend. God has 
given me firmneſs and fidelity. You irifle 
away your time moſt egregiouſly, my Lords. 
Lord Halifax then advis'd me to weirh well 
the conſequences of my condut?, and the ad 
vantages to myſelf of à generous, frank con- 
feſſion. I lamented the proſtitution of the 
word, GxentRous, to what I ſhou'd conſider 
as an att of the utmoſt treachery, cowardice, 
and wickedneſs. His Lordſhip then afk'd 
me, If I choſe to be a priſoner in my own 
houſe, at the Tower, or in Newgate, for be 
was diſpcs'd to oblige me. I gave his Lord- 
ſhip my thanks, but I deſir'd to remarks 
that I never receiv d an obligation, but from 

N 2 3 
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@ friend, that I demanded juſtice; and m 
immediate liberty, as an Engliſhman, who 
bad not offended the laws of bis country; that 
as to the reſt, it was beneath my attention, 
| the gdious idea of reſtraint was the ſame odi- 
aus idea every where ; that I wou'd go where 
4 pleas d, and if I was reſtrain'd by a ſupe- 
or force, I muſt yield to the violence, but 
wor'd never give colour to it by a ſhameful 
compromiſe ;, that every thing was indifferent 
to me in compariſon of my: hsnour and my li- 
berty; that I made my appeal to the laws, 
and had already by my friends applied to the 
CourT or Common PLEas for the Ha- 
EAS CoRPus, which the Chief Fuſtice had 
eftually order'd to be iſſued, and that I hott 
to owe my diſcharge ſolely to my innocence, 
end to the vigour of the law in a free country. 
Lord Halifax then told me, that I fhou'd 
be-Jent to the Tower, where I ſhou'd be treat- 
ed in a manner ſuitable to my rank, and that 
he hop'd the Meſſengers had behav'd well to 
me. I acknowledg'd that they had behav'd 
Sith humanity, and even civility to me, not- 
_ withſtanding the ruſſian orders given them by 


N 

bis Lordfbip*s Colleague. I then again turtrd 
to Lord Egremont, and ſaid, Your Lord: 
ſhip's verbal orders were to drag me out of my 
bed at midnight. The firſt man, who had 
enter d my bedchamber by force, T ſhou'd have 
laid dead on the ſpot. Probably I fhou'd have 
fallen in the ſkirmiſh with the others. I thank 
Cod, not your Lordſhip, that ſuch a ſcene of 
blood has been avoided. Your Lordſhip is 
very ready to iſſue orders, which you have nei-- 
ther the courage to ſign, nor I believe to juſtify, 
No reply was made to this. The convers 
{ation drop'd. Lord Halifax retir'd'int$ - 
another apartment. Lord Egremont cons 
tinved ſullen and filent, about a quarter 
of an hour, I then made a few remarks 
on ſome capital pictures, which were in 
the room, and his Lordſhip left me alone} 
I was afterwards conducted into anothet 
apartment. I found there ſeveral of my 
friends, in argument with the moſt infa. 
mous of all the tools of that adminiftra- 
tion, Mr. Philip Carteret Webb. He cons 
firm'd to me, that I was to be carried to 
the Tower, and wiſb'd to know if 1 had am 
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. 
fauaurs to aſe. I replied, that I was uſed 
to confer, not to receive, favours ; that Twas 
ſuperior to the receiving any even from his 
Maſters, that all I wou'd ſay to him was, if 
my valet de chambre was allowed to attend 
me in the Tower, I ſhou'd be ſhav'd and have 
a clean ſhirt, if be was not, I ſhou'd have a 


long beard, and dirty linen. Mr. Webb faid, 


that orders would be given for his admil- 
ion at the Tower, I complain'd of the 
ſhameful evaſion of the Habeas Corpus, in 
ſending me to the Tower, tho' the orders 
of the Chief Fuftice Pratt were known, 


Mr. Webb made no reply to this. He 


came to viſit me at the Tower in the be- 
ginning of my impriſonment, when I had 


not the permiſſion to ſee any friend. 1 


deſir'd him almoſt at his firſt entrance to 
take his leave, for if I was not allow'd to 
fee thoſe 1 low'd, I wor'd not fee theſe I de- 
Di ddt. | 

While I continued in the Tower, I was 
preſs d to offer bail in order to regain my 
liberty, and two of the firſt nobility deſir'd 
to be my ſecurities in the ſum of 100,0001. 


(183) 

cach. I was exceedingly grateful for the 
offer, but wou'd not accept it. I obſerv'd» 
that neither my health, nor my ſpirits, 
were affected; that I wou'd by great tem- 
perance and abſtinence endeavour to com. 
penſate the want of air and exerciſe, but if 
my health ſuffer'd in a dangerous way, 1 
wou'd then accept ſuch generous offers, 
for I hop'd to live that ſo noble a cauſe 
might be brought to a glorious iſſue for 
the liberties of my country. From the 
beginning of this arduous buſineſs, I wou'd 
not on any occaſion give bail, by which 1 
never involy'd any friend, and remain d 
the perfect maſter of my own conduct. 

I ſhall now, my Lord, proceed to do, 
myſelf juſtice againſt a calumny of Sir 
Jobn Cuſt, a perſon of the meaneſt natural 
parts, and infinitely beneath all regard, 
except from the office he bears, with the 
utmoſt diſcredit to himſelf, with equal diſ- 
glace and inſufficiency to the public. 1 
find in the volume of the Jaurnals of tbe 
Houſe of Commons, juſt publiſh'd, vol. 29. 
p. 721. “ Jovis 199 die Januaru 1764. 
N 4 
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Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houſe; that 


* he, upon Tueſday laſt, receiv'd a Let- 
ter by the General Poſt from Mr. 
Wilkes, dated Paris the 11th” Inſtant, 

-.*. incloſing a paper in the French Lan- 
„ guage, purporting to be a certificate of 
“ one of the French King's Phyſicians, 
and of a Surgeon of the ſaid King's 
„ Army, relating to the ſtate of Mr 
„ Wilkes's health, ſubſcribed with Two 
Names, but not authenticated before a 
f * Notary Public, nor the Signature there- 
4 of verified in any Manner whatloever.” 
Then follow the /e!ter and certificate. The 
inſinuation is too plain to be over-look'd, 
00 falſe to be forgiven. The ſignature 
Mas verified by my letter. It is certain 
that the certificate was in all the uſual 
forms; yet, though the affair was deter- 
min'd with reſpect to me, and I was inde- 
cently expell'd the Houſe of Commons on 
the ſame day, without any time being al- 
. tow'd for other proof, a regard to truth, 
and my own honour, made me give the 


5 molt compleat anſwer ta this wretched ſub- 
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terfuge of the abandon'd Majority: I ſent 
a a ſecond certificate in the unuſual form 
they had preſcrib'd themſelves, atteſted by 
two notaries, and confirmed by the Eng- 
Iſh Embaſſador. I wrote likewiſe again 
to the ſpeaker on the 5th of February fol- 


lowing, but neither the ſecond letter, cer- 
tificate, or atteſtation, is to be found in 
the Journals, as they ought in juſtice to 
my character. I have, however, my Lord, 
taken care that they ſhou'd be publiſh'd, 
for in a free government like ours, I will 
endeavour thro* my life to emulate the ſpi- 
rit of antient Rome, provoco ad populum ; - 
and while the people do not condemn me; 
I ſhall, perhaps in this, moſt certainly in 
every ſucceeding age, riſe ſuperior to any 
party cabal, or court faction. This ſtep 
cover'd my enemies with confuſion, but 
' was of no farther fervice to me. The party 
war againſt me ceas'd of courſe in the Houſe 

of Commons, but flam'd with equal fury in 
Weſtminſter Hall, and was attended with 
every circumſtance of revenge and cruelty, 
which the | ingenious wit of a Mansfield 
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tracted chiefly by the ſcandalous purchaſe. 
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cou'd deviſe to gratify the n. a bad 

By the Ga x EY page * 1 | 
find that I am voted guilty of writing and 
publiſhing the paper, intituled The North 


Briton, No. 45,” and that ſeveral witneſſes 


were examin'd. There is not however in 
the JourNnaLs a ſingle word of the evidence 


they gave, and it is well known that not 


one of them did, or cou'd, ſay any thing 
relative to the authorſhip. The evidence 
of the publication was exceeding light, but 
the willingneſs of the judges made ample. 
amends for the deficiency of the witneſſes, 
who were not upon oath. The Admini- 
ſtration did not chuſe to riſk either of theſe 
charges againſt me even in the court of 
King's Bench, .and T was only tried for a 
re- publication. I will never bluſh at the 
imputation of being the author of that pa- 
per, becauſe I know that truth is reſpected 
in every line. One circumſtance will ſoon. - 
fully appear to the indignant public. I 
mean the large debt on the Civil Lift, con- 
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of a Parliamentary approbation of the late 
ignominious Peace, the arbitrary Exciſe, 
and other ruinous meaſures of the Scottiſb 
miniſter. But I leave the affair of the 
Civil Lift to a future exact diſcuſſion. | 
The haſt calumny, my Lord, which I 
ſhall diſprove, reſpects the actions at law 
againſt Lord Halifax. It is faid that 1 
have neglected, or purpoſely diſcontinued 
them, ſince my exile. The imputation is 
totally groundleſs. I was fo ill at Paris in 
the beginning of the year 1764 that it was 
impoſſible for me then to return to Eng- 
land alive, but I gave the moſt expreſs or- 
ders that the law proceedings ſhou'd be 
carried on with vigour, and in fact there 
was not a moment's delay. When my 
wound began to heal in the ſpring, I was 
diſſuaded by all my friends from return- 
ing to a country, where the ſame admi- 
niſtration, which had illegally ſeiz d my 
perſon, plunder d my houſe, corrupted: 
the fidelity of my ſervants, and by the 
wicked arts of an arbitrary Judge, who 
caus'd the records to be falſified,” had juſt 


1 

obtain'd two verdicts againſt me, were 
fill in full power. I yielded to theſe rea- 
ſons, becauſe propter eorum ſcelus, nibil 
ni bi intra meos parietes tutum, nihil inſidiis 
vacuum viderem. Lord Halifax for near 
two years avail'd himſelf of every advan- 
tage, which privilege and the chicane of 
law cou'd furniſh. He never enter'd any. 
appearance to a Court of Juſtice, and the 
Common Pleas had, as far as they cou'd, 
puniſh'd ſuch an open contempt, ſuch a 
daring proof that Adminiſtration wou'd not. 
ſubmit to the lat of the land, and had en- 
deavour'd to compel his Lordſhip to ap- 
pear. Towards the end of 1764 I was 
outlawd. The proceedings continued, 
againſt his Lordſhip till that hour. He 
then appear'd, and his ſingle plea was, 
that as an ozutlaco, I cou'd not hold any, 
action. No other defence was made againſt. 
the heinous charge of having in my per- 
ſon violated the rights of the people. 
I felt this, my Lord, as the moſt cruel 
ſtroke, which fortune had given me. 
Juſtice had at length overtaken many of 
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the inferior criminals, but my oh 


prevented my puniſhing, the great, the 
capital offender, when after all his ſubter- 
fuges, he was almoſt within my reach. I 
pleaſe myſelf however with the reflexion 
that no miniſter has ſince dar'd to iſſue a 


GENERAL WARRANT, nor to ſign an order 


for the SEIZURE Or PAPERS, In the one 
the perſonal liberty of every ſubjecł is im- 
mediately concern d. On the other may 
depend not only his own ſafety and pro- 
perty, but what will come ſtill more home 
to a man of honour, the ſecurity, the hap- 
pineſs of thoſe, with whom he is moſt in- 
timately connected, their fortunes, their 
future views, perhaps ſecrets, the diſ- 
covery of which wou'd drive the coldeſt 
| ſtoic to deſpair, their very exiſtence. poſſi- 
bly, all that is important in the public 
walk of life, all that is dear and facred in 


friendſhip and in love. I was the laſt op- 


preſsd, but I was the firſ# man, who had 
the courage: to carry thro? a juſt reſiſtance 


to theſe acts of deſpotiſm. Now the opi- 
nions of our ſovereign Courts of Juſtice 
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are known and eſtabliſh'd. I rejoice that 
ſeveral others, who ſuffer'd before me, 
have ſince made their appeal to the laws, 
and. obtain'd redreſs. I hope the iron rod 
of miniſterial oppreſſion 1s at length broken, 
and that I am the laſt victim of violence 
and cruelty. I ſhall not then regret all 
the ſacrifices I have made, and my mind 
ſhall feaſt itſelf with the recollection in 
the unjuſt exile I am doom'd to ſuffer from 
my friends and my native land. + 
I will now, my Lord, only add,  how- 
ever unfaſhionable ſuch a declaration may 


be, that conſiſtency ſhall never depatt from 
my character, that to the laſt moment I 


will preſerve the ſame fix*d and unconquer- 
able hatred to the enemies of freedom and 
the conſtitution of our happy ifland, the 
fame warm attachment to the friends and 
the cauſe of liberty, that I keep a ſteady 
and a longing eye on England, that my 
endeavours for the good and ſervice of my 
country, by every method left me, ſhall 
have a period only with my life, and that 
altho* I do not mean to lay any future 
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daim to your grace's — Lwill . 
care to ſecure your eſteem, br 79 
I am, my Lord, | 
| Your Grace's moſt obedient, | 
and very humble ſervant, 
Joun Wilkes. 


Gratias tibi, Dzvs optume, maxume, 
eujus nutu & imperio nata eſt & aucta 
Res AncLicaxa, lubens lætuſque ago, 
LIBERTATE PUBLICA in hanc diem & ho- 
ram, per manus, quod voluiſti, meas, ſer- 

vati, eandem & in æternum ſerva, fove, 
protege propitiate, ſupplex oro. 
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The NORTH BRITON. 
NUMBER XII. 
pen lions, which reaſon to the wbrthy gave 


Add freſh di Honour to the. fool and knave. 
Avox. 


To the Nor TH BR IT ON. 


S I R, 

DO not know in any controverſy ſo 
ſure a method of coming at truth 
(which is always the pretence, though ſo 
ſeldom the real obje& of modern enqui- 
ries) as a juſt and ſtrict definition of all 
the words and phraſes of any importance, 
which are afterwards to be in uſe. This 
practice is univerſal, excepting only in 
theological and political controverſy. If I 
take up a book of mathematics, the writer 
defines in the very firſt page, what a ri 
angle, a circle, or a trapezium is; und 
then argues cloſely from the preciſe and 
accurate ideas of each, which the author 
and reader have previouſly ſettled. A 
book of fortification as regularly ſets out 


F 
with explaining to me what a baſtion, a 
demi-lune, or a horn-work is. I have read 
much religious controverſy ; for unhap- 
pily there is as little agreement between 
the miniſters of the goſpel, as between the 
miniſters of ſtate, I do not however re- 
member to have found in any of our di- 
vines a ſatisfactory definition of faith, free 
will, or predeſtination. We are not yet 
arrived at the ſame accuracy, with reſpect 
to the meaning of theſe words, as of a 
circle or a ſquare. The ſame remark will 
hold true in political controverſy, Who 
has with any preciſion defined the words 
faction or patriot ? The word favourite 
alone we have of late pretty fully under- 
ſtood the force of both from the defi- 
nitions of the Mon1Tor and of the Nor 
BxiToN : yet give me leave to ſay, Sir, 
that neither of you have reached the force - 
and cloſeneſs of expreſſion in the great 
kxicographer, Mr. Jonnsow, who defines 
a favourite to be a mean wretch, whoſe 
whole bufineſs i is by any means to pleaſe. But 
whether the word has been well defined or 
0 
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not,. in-former periods of the Engliſh hif. 


tory, the effect of it has been very fully 
felt, and even at this hour it is never ut- 


tered but with the moſt unjuſt paſſion and 


ill- fou nded reſentment, as if the nation 


vas now ſmarting from the fad conſequences 


of its reality, and exertion in Pride and in- 
ſolence. 


The word peut on likewiſe has of le 
much puzzled our politicians. I do not 
recollect that any one of them has ventured 
at a definition of it. Mr. Johnſon, as he 
is now a penſioner, one ſhould naturally 


have recourſe to, for the trueſt literary in- 


formation on this ſubject. His definition 
then of a penſion is, an allowance made to 


am one, without an equivalent. In Eng. 


land it is generally underſtood to mean pay 
given to a ſtate hireling for treaſon to bis 


country. And under the word penſioner 


we read, 1. one who is ſupported by an al. 


lotance paid at the will of another : a de- 


pendant. 2. a flave of ftate, hired by. a ſti- 
pend to obev his maſter. But with ſubmiſ- 


ſion to ſo great a prodigy of wan, | 
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mould think both definitions very errone- 


- ous. Is the ſaid Mr. Johnſon a' depend- 


ant? or is he à flave of ſtate, hired by a 
ſtipend to obey his maſter ? There is, ac- 
cording to him, no alternative. Is his 
penſion underſtood to be pay given him as a 
ſtate hireling for treaſon to his country ? 
Whoever gave it him, muſt then have 
read London, a Poem, &c. &c. and muſt 
have miſtaken all his diſtant hints and dark 
alluſions. As Mr. Johnſon therefore has, 
I think, failed in this account, may I, 
after ſo great an authority, venture at a 
ſhort definition of ſo intricate a word? A 
penſion then I would call an annual re- 
ward from the Prince for ſervices performed, 
or expected to be performed, to the country. 
Let us conſider the celebrated Mr. John- 
ſon, and a few other late penſioners, in 
this light. 

Mr. Johnſon's many writings. in the 
cauſe of liberty, his ſteady attachment to 
the preſent Royal Family, his gentleman- 
like compliments to his majeſty's grand- 
father, and his decent treatment of the 
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parliament, intitle him to a ſhare of the 
royal bounty. It is a+ matter of aftoniſh. 
ment that ns. notice has till now been taken 
of him by government for ſome of the moſt 
extraordinary productions, which appeared 
with the name of Samuel Jobnſon; a name 
. facred to George and Liberty. No man, who 
has read only one poem of his, London, 
but muſt congratulate the good ſenſe and 
ſpirit of diſcernment of the miniſter, who 
beſtows ſuch-a part of the public treaſure 
on this diſtinguiſhed friend of the public, 
of his maſter's family, and of the conſtitu- 
tion. of the country. Theſe rewards are 
now moſt judiciouſly given to thaſe who 
have ſupported, not to thoſe who have all 
their lives written with bitterneſs, and ha- 
rangued with virulence againſt the govern- 
ment. But with all due deference to the 
firſt miniſter's diſcernment, I rather think 
that Mr. Johnſon (as merit of ibis kind 
muſt be provided for) might have been 
better provided for in another way: J 
mean at the board of Exciſe. I am de- 
firous of ſeeing him one of the commiſ- 
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Fioners, if not at the head of that board, 


that the gentlemen there may ceaſe to be 
wretebos hired by thoſe to whom exciſe is 
paid. His definition of exciſe'ts, that it #5 
a hateful tax levied upon commodities, and 


adjudged not by the common judges of pro- 


perty, but wretches hired by thoſe to whom 
exciſe is paid. Is the exciſe ſtill on the ſame 
footing ? Is wiſh to know who hires theſe 
wretches, the commiſſioners of exciſe. Mr. 
Johnſon ſays #0 whom is exciſe paid? If that 
is indeed the caſe, I am not at a loſs ts 


whom exciſe is paid, nor who of conſequence, 


in Mr. Johnſon's idea, hires theſe wretcbes. 

Theſe are fair extracts from the cele- 
brated Eugliſb Dictionary, which was pre- 
ſented by a noble lord in ſuch pomp to the 


academy della Cruſca. It Will N give the 


country of the old Romans the juſteſt ideas 
of Engliſh liberty, and of the preſent pa- 


trons of it among us, who have ſo liber- 
ally rewarded the author. But the literati 
F [taly will not only find the work an ex- 


cellent literary dictionary, but a complete 


{yſtem of Engliſh politics and hiſtory, and 
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every 'rhing r recorded i in the manly ſtile of 
old Rome. As we have had our tyrahtsas' 
well as they, a Roman ſpirit has roſe 
againſt them here, and, as it ever will, has 
bore down all before 1 it, The expulſion 
of the Tarquins is not told by any old 
Roman hiſtorian in more animated lan- 
guage, and more glowing words, than the 
expulſion of the inveterate enemies of li- 
berty, the whole race of the Stuarts. Mr. 
Johnſon ſays, the Revolution is the change 
produced ly the admiſſion of King William 
and Queen Mary. What noble words 
what a bold glowing expreſſion ! I ſhould 
not have dwelt ſo long upon Mr. Fohnſer's 
literary merit, if I did not believe that his 
writings had done more real ſervice to the 
family on the throne, than any man's 
excepting only Mr. Secretary Murray's; 
another name ſacred to George and Liberty. 

I moſt heartily beg lord LircaritLD's 
pardon, I have been ſo uſed to find him 
at the bead of the country party, and the 
Oxfordſhire old intereſt, that I did not ex- 
pect under a prince of the houſe of Brunſ- 
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wic, to have ſeen him at the head of, the 
penſioners. I ought to have paid 1 my firſt 
compliments to his lordſhip. * He is at the 
head of the penſſoners, and at length baſks 
in the ſunſhine of court favour, 1 — hav- 
ing in the moſt critical times diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf as a warm friend of the houſe of 
Hanover. When the whole nation roſe 
up, like one man, in defence of their ſo- 
vereign and their liberties, lord Lrren- 
FIELD ſtood forth amongſt the moſt zealous, 
and put himſelf at the head of amazing 
numbers of true freemen of the old inte- 
reſt in Oxfordſhire. 1 hope that ever 
memorable year 1746 will never be for- 
got. In that perilous year the family on 
the throne ſaw who were their real friends, 
and undoubtedly have profited by an ex- 
perience ſo happily made. Read over the 
lit of thoſe generous aſſociators, who 
tormed a ſacred band for the defence of 
all that ought to be dear to an Engliſh- 
man : there you will find the name of the 
earl of Litchfield. Every man in Oxford - 
ſhire will tell you, how nobly he TIE 
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ä himſelf, when Hannibal was at our gates; 
what real ſtrength the nation derived from 
his great and ſpirited efforts; what ſums 
he ſubſcribed; what immenſe, expences he 
' bore with chearfulneſs, to encourage his 
friends to the ftraining of every nerve 
againſt his and our common enemy. Ido 
not indeed recollect that he raiſed any re- 
giment, though many others of the nobi- 
lity did: but I readily comprehend why 
he did not. The adminiſtration were at 
that time ſo over-run with groſs prejudices, 
that they thought his lordſhip, and thoſe 
friends of his, could not be truſted, The 
preſent miniſtry think more juſtly ; and 
ſhould ſuch another day come, I am ſa- 
tisfied they will be found as zealous in the 
cauſe of their country as before, It is 
plain then, that Lord LircnrizLy is at 
the head of the penſioners on account of 
real ſervices performed in times of real 
danger. 
t chink that I am right in declaring that 
a penſion may not only be given for real 
ſervices attually performed, but likewiſe for 
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ſervices eupetted to be performed. This 1 
take to be the caſe of the perſons gene- 
rally given to the teen Peers, who re- 
preſent the whole nobility of Scotland. 1 
am far from meaning that they are the only 
ſixteen Scottiſh peers who enjoy penſions: 
I ſpeak of them now, as having votes in 
the houſe of Lords, from their being re- 
preſentatives of all the reſt. Penſions have 
commonly been given to them for the ſer- 
vices they are to perform to their country 
there, and to give them the true bias, 
which they might otherwiſe miſtake. 
When lord Burg was in a former parlia- 
ment one of the ſixteen Scottiſb peers, he 
actually enjoyed a penſion on this truly 
honourable footing ; and therefore he has 
the faireſt right to the title of Grand Pen- 
fionary, In this more liberal conſtruction 
of the word penſion, I ſhould imagine the 
Lords of the Bedchamber in general were 
included: and this I take to be the true 
reaſon of the increaſe of their number in 
the preſent reign from elve to eighteen ; 


which is ſtill kept filled up. This is by 
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no means want of œcοοõꝙqmy, that darling 
attribute of modern ſtateſmen ! It is done 
that ſo many more noble perſons may be 
ready to perform in parliament any ſervices 
which their country calls for; and is thus 
in reality only a more honourable penſion. 

I beg to be underſtood. Not only real 
ſervices in parliament, but every ſpecies 
of elegance and refinement in the polite 
arts may, I think, without cenſure, be re- 
_ warded with a penſſon. A politeneſs equal 
to that of Lord Tauzor's—horſe ought 
not to paſs unnoticed. At the coronation 
he paid a new, and for a horſe, ſingular 
reſpect to his ſovereign. I appeal to ap- 
plauding multitudes (who were ſo charmed, 
as to forget every rule of decency, and to 
clap him even in the Royal preſence) whe- 
ther his, or his Jord's dexterity on that day 
was not equal to any courtier's. Caligula's 
horſe had not half the merit. We remem- 
ber how nobly he was provided for. What 
the exact proportion of merit was between 
his lordſhip and his horſe, and how far the 
penſion ſhould be divided berween them, 
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I will not take upon me to determine. 70 
leave this knotty point to be decided be- 
tween them by the earl of Eglingtuun, be- 
cauſe Mr. Jobm Hume, alias Home (for ſo 
it is printed in the new ſweet noſegay of. 
Scottiſß thiſtles) els the dn y * 11. 
p. 230. that he is 11 5d 01 299 ] 


47 riend of pri inces, poets, "wits, _w 15 
. A juage. infallible of tits. 7 | . 


Some of the tegulations of the courtiers 
themſelves for that day had long been ſet- 
tled by former lord ſtewards. It was re- 
ſerved for lord Talbot to ſettle an etiguette 
for their horſes. I much admire many of 
his new regulations, eſpecially: thoſe for 
the royal kitchen. I approve the diſ- 
chargirig of ſo many turuſpits and cooks, 
who were grown of very little uſe. I do 
not however quite like the precedent of - 
giving them penſfons for doing nothing. It 
was high time to put an end to that too 
great indulgence in eating and drinking» 
which went by the name of Old Engliſh 
hoſpitality, when the houſe of commons 
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had granted a poor, niggardly ci ip f 
only Soo, oool. I ſincerely venerate his 
lordſhip's great abilities, and deeply re- 
gret that they are not employed by go. 
vernment in a way more confidential, more 
ſuited to his manly character. | 

There is one Scottiſp penſion J have been 
told of, which gave me real pleaſure. It 
is Mr: Hume's : as I am fatisfied that it 
mult be Mr. David Hume, whoſe writings 
have been fo juſtly admired both abroad 
and at home, and cannot be Mr. John 
Hume, who has endeavoured. to bring the 
name into contempt, by putting it to two 
inſipid tragedies, and other traſh in the 
Scottiſh miſe ellanies. 

1 muſt, in compliance with a few vulgar 
_ writers, call the inadequate reward given to 
Mr. Pitt for as great ſervices as ever were 
performed by any ſubject, a penſion. In 
the ſame light we are to conſider the duke 
of Cumberland's and Marlborough's, 
Prince Ferdinand's and Admiral Hawke's, 
Mr. Onflow's, &c. I was going to call 
it the King's gold box ; for Mr. Pitt having 
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before received the moſt obliging marks 
of regard from the reſt of the public, the 
teſtimony of his ſovereign only remained 
wanting. The circumſtances however at- 
| tending it convince me, that at that mo- 
ment it was artfully contrived by courtiers 
to be given to Mr. Pitt, neither for Louiſ- 
bourg, Quebec, nor Pondicherry, but to ruin 
him in the opinion of mankind, and from 
the hope of putting an end to that popu- 


larity, which he has through life courted |. 


with ſuch painful zeal, proſtituted to ſuch 
flagitious purpoſes, and made uſe of above 
all to raiſe the flame of diſcord, which 
raged for the laſt ſix years, but 1s now, 


under the auſpices of lord Bur E, happily 
extinguiſhed. 


I am, &c. 
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W 07 UMBER XI. V. A | 
7; he follnoing advertiſement: appeared i in all 
he papers on the 13th of April. 
Tus Nox ru Briton makes his ap- 
peal to the good ſenſe, and to the 
candour of the ExncLisn nation. In the 
preſent unſettled and fluftuating ſtate of 
the adminiſtration, he is really fearful of 
falling into involuntary errors, and he does 
not with to miſlead. All his reaſonings 
have been built on the ſtrong foundation 
of fatts ; and he is not yet informed of the 
whole interior ſtate of government with 
ſuch minute preciſion, as now to venture 
the ſubmitting his crude ideas of the pre- 
ſent political criſis to the diſcerning and 
impartial public. The ScorrisgH mini- 
ſter has indeed retired. Is Eis influence at 
an end? or does az ſtill govern by the 
three wretched tools of his power, who, 
to their indelible infamy, have ſupported 
che moſt odious of his meaſures, the late 
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ignominious Peace, and the wicked ex- 
tenſion of the arbitrary mode of Exciſe ? 
The NorT#. Briton has been ſteady in 
his oppoſition to a Angle, inſolent, incapa- 
ble, deſpotic miniſter; and is equally ready, 
in the ſervice of his country, to combat 
the triple- headed, Cerberean adminiſtration, 
if the Scor is to aſſume that motley form. 
By hin every arrangement 70 this hour has 
been made, and the notification has been 
as regularly ſent by letter under nts 
Hanp. I therefore ſeems clear to a demon- 
tration, that nx intends only to retire into 
that ſituation, which RA held before nz 
firſt took the ſeals; I mean the dictating 
to every part of the king's adminiſtration. . 
The Nox TH Briton deſires to be under- 
ſtood, as having pledged himſelf a firm 
and intrepid aſſertor of the rights of his 
fellow-fubjefts, and of the liberties of 
Wartcs and ENGLISHMEN. 
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Genus ORATIONIS atrox, & vehemens, cu 
n. lenitatis & manſuetudinis. 
Cicero, 


THE King's Speech has always been con- 
ſidered by the legiſlature, and by the pub- 
lic at large, as the Speech of the Minifter. 
It has regularly, at the beginning of every 
ſeſſion of parliament, been referred by 
both houſes to the confideration of a com- 
mittee, and has been generally canvaſſed 
with the utmoſt freedom, when the mini- 
ſter of the crown has been obnoxious to the 
nation. The miniſters of this free coun- 
try, conſcious of the undoubted privileges 
of ſo ſpirited a people, and with the ter- 
rors of parliament before their eyes, have 
ever been cautious, no leſs with regard to 
the matter, than to the expreſſions, of 
ſpeeches, which they have adviſed the ſo- 
vereign to make from the throne, at the 
opening of each ſeſſion, They well knew 
that an honeſt houſe of parliament, true 
to their truſt, could not fail to detect the 
fallacious arts, or to remonſtrate againſt 
the daring acts of violence, committed by 


al... 

my miniſter.” The Speech at the d:/# of 
the ſeſſion has ever been conſidered as the 
moſt ſecure method, of promulgating the 
favourite court creed among the vulgar ; 
becauſe the parliament, which is the con- 
ſtitutional guardian of the liberties of the 
people, has in this caſe no opportunity of 
remonſtrating, or of impeaching any wick- 
ed ſervant of the crown. - 

This week ha? given the ponte the 
moſt abandoned inſtance of mitiiſterial ef- 
frontery ever attempted to be impoſed on 
mankind. The miniſter's ſpeech of laſt 


Tueſday, is not to be paralleled in the an- 


nals of this country. I am in doubt, whe- 
ther the impoſition is greater on the ſove- 
reign, or on the nation. Every friend of 
his country muſt lament that a prince of 
o many great and amiable qualities, whom 
England truly reyeres, can be brought to 
give the ſanction of his ſacred name to the 
moſt odious meaſures, and to the moſt 
unjuſtifiable, public declarations, from a 
throne ever renowned for truth, honour, 
and unſullied virtue. I am fure, all fo- 
& : 
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reigners, eſpecially the king of Pruſſia, 
will hold the miniſter in contempt and ab- 
horrence, He has made our ſovereign de- 
clare, My expectations have been fully an- 
ſwered by the happy effetts which the ſeveral 
allies of my crown have derived from this (a- 
lutary meaſure of the Definitive Treaty, 
The powers at war with my good brother, 
the king of Pruſſia, have been induced to 
agree to ſuch terms of accdimodation, as that 
great prince has approved ; and the ſucceſs 
which has attended my negociation, has ne- 
cefſarily and immediately diffuſed the bleſſings 
of peace through every part of Europe. The 
infamous fallacy of this whole ſentence is 
apparent to all mankind: for it is known, 
that the king of Pruſſia did not barely ap- 
prove, but abſolutely dictated, as con- 
queror, every article of the terms of peace. 
No advantage of any kind has accrued to 
that magnanimous prince from our negocia- 
tion, but he was baſely deſerted by the 
Scottiſh prime-miniſter of England. He 
was known by every court in Europe to 
de ſcarcely on better terms 4 
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bere, than at Vienna; and he was betray- 
ed by us in the zreaty of peace. What a 
{train of inſolence,, therefore, is it in a 
miniſter to lay claim to what he is conſci- 
ous all his efforts tended to- prevent, and 
meanly to arrogate to himſelf à ſhare in 
the fame and glory of one of the greateſt 
princes the world has ever ſeen ? The ki 

of Pruſſia, however, has gloriouſly kept 
all his former conqueſts, and ſtipulated ſe- 
curity for all his allies, even for the elector 
of Hanover. I know in what light this 
great prince is conſidered in Europe, and 


in what manner he has been treated here; 


among other reaſons, perhaps, from ſome 
contemptuous expreſſions he may have 
uſed of the Scot : expreſſions which are 


every day ecchoed by the whole body of 
Engliſomen through the ſouthern part of 
this iſland. 

The Preliminary Articles of Peace were 
ſuch as have drawn the contempt of man- 
kind on our wretched negociators. All . 


our moſt valuable conqueſts were agreed to 


be reſtored, and the Eaſt India company 
P 2 


N 
would have been infallibly ruined by 2 
ſingle article of this fallacious and baneful 
negociation. No hireling of the miniſter 
has been hardy enough to diſpute this; 
yet the miniſter himſelf has made our ſo- 
vereign declare, the ſatisfaction which he 
felt at the approaching re-eſtabliſhment of 
peace upon conditions ſo honourable to bits. 
crown, and ſo beneficial to his people. As 
to the entire approbation of parliament, 
which is ſo vainly boaſted of, the world 
knows how that was obtained. The large 
debt on the Civil Lift, already above half 
a year in arrear, ſhews pretty clearly the 
tranſactions of the winter. It is, Lowever, 
remarkable, that the miniſter's ſpeech 
dwells on the entire approbation given by 
parliament to the Preliminary Articles, 
which I will venture to ſay, he muſt by 
this time be aſhamed of; for he has been 
brought to confeſs the total want of that 
knowledge, accuracy and preciſi6n, by 
which ſuch immenſe advantages both of 
| trade and territory, were facrificed to our 
\ﬀ inveterate enemies. Theſe groſs blunders 
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ire, indeed, in ſome meaſure ſet right by 


the Difinitive Treaty; yet, the moſt im- 


portant articles, relative to ceſſions, com- 
merce, and the Fisntery, remain as they 
were, with reſpect to the French. The 
proud and feeble Spaniard: too does not 
RENOUNCE, but only DEsISTS from all pre- 
tenſions, - which he may have formed, to the 


rioht of Fiſhing—where ? only about the 
and of NewrounDLanD—till a favour- 


able opportunity ariſes of i»/, ing d on it, 
there, as well as elſewhere. 

The miniſter cannot forbear, even in 
the King's Speech, inſulting us with a dull 
repetition of the word zconomy. I did not 
expect ſo ſoon to have ſeen that word 
again, after it had been ſo lately exploded, 
and more than once, by a moſt numerous 


audience, hiſſed off the ſtage of our Eng- 


lib theatres. It is held in deriſion by the 


voice of the people, and every tongue loudly 
proclaims the univerſal contempt, in whick 
theſe empty profeſſions are held by hit 
nation. Let the public be informed of a 


lingle inſtance of economy, except indeed 
P 3 | 
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in the houſhold ? Is a regiment, which 
was completed as to its compliment of of- 
ficers on the Tueſday, and broke on the 
Thurſday, a proof of #conomy ? Is the pay 
of the Scottiſh Maſter Elliot to be voted by 
an Engliſh parkament, under the head of 
economy 7 Is this, among a thouſand others, 
one of the convincing proofs of a firm re- 

ſolution to form government en à plan of 
ſtrict zconomy ? Is it not notorious, that in 
the reduction of the army, not the leaſt at- 
tention has been paid to it. Many unne- 
ceſſary expences have been incurred, only 
to encreaſe the power of the crown, that 
is to create more lucrative jobs for the 
creatures of the miniſter? The ffaf in- 
deed, is broke, but the diſcerning part of 
mankind immediately comprehended the 
mean ſubterfuge, and reſented the indig- 
nity put upon ſo brave an officer, as mar. 
ſhal Ligonier. That ſtep. was taken to 
give the whole power of the army to the 
crown, that is, to the miniſter. Lord Li- 
gonier is now no longer at the head of the 


army; hut lord Bute in effect is; I mean 
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that every preferment given by the crown 


will be found ſtill to be obtained by bis 

enormous influence, and to be beſtowed 
only on the creatures of the Scottiſb factiom 
The nation is ſtill in the ſame deplorable 
ſtate, while be governs, and can make the 
tools of his power purſue the ſame odious 


meaſures. Such a retreat, as he intends, 


can only mean that perſonal indemnity, 

which, I hope, guilt will never find from 
an injured nation. The negociations of 
the late inglorious peace, and the exciſe, 
will haunt him, wherever he goes, and the 
terrors of the juſt reſentment, which he 
muſt be to meet from a brave and inſulted 
people, and which muſt finally cruſh him, 
will be for ever before his eyes. 

In vain will ſuch a miniſter, or the foul 
dregs of his power, the tools of corruption 
and deſpotiſm, preach up in the ſpeech that 
ſpirit of concord, and that obedience to the 
laws, which is eſſential to good order. They 
have ſent the ſpirit of diſcord through the 
land, and I will prophecy, that it will 


never be extinguiſhed, but by the extinc- 


ee. Is the ſpirit am 
+ | 
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cord to go hand in hand with the PRAcr 
and ExcisE through this nation? Is it to 
be expected between an inſolent Excisk- 
MAN, and a peer, gentleman, frecholder, or. 
farmer, whole private houſes are now made 
liable to be entered and ſearched at p 
ſure ? Glouceſterſhire, Herefordſhire, and in 
general all the cyder counties, are not. 
ſurely the | ſeveral counties, which are al- 
luded to in the ſpeech. The ſpirit of con- 
cord has not gone forth among them; but 
the ſpirit of liberty has, and a noble oppo- 
ſition has been given to the wicked inſtru- 
ments of oppreſſion, _ A nation as ſenſible 
as the Enghſh, will ſee that a ſpirit of con- 
cord, when they are oppreſſed, means a tame 
ſubmiſſion to injury, and that ſpirit of li- 
berty ought then to ariſe, and I am ſure 
ever will, in proportion to the weight of the 
grievance they feel. Every legal attempt of 
. 8 contrary tendency to the ſpirit of concord 
will be deemed a juſtifiable reſiſtance, war- 
ranted by the ſpirit of the Engliſh conſtitu- 
lion. | | | Sen 
A deſpotic miniſter will always endea- 
vour to dazzle his prince with high- flown 
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ideas of the prerogative and honour of the 
crown, which the miniſter will make a pa- | 
rade of firmly mainiteining” T wiſh as much 
as ay man in che kingdom to ſee the 2 
nour of tbe croton maintained | in a manner 
truly becoming Royalty. I lament to ſee 
it ſunk even to proſtitution. What a ſhame 
was it to ſee the ſecurity of this country, 
in point of military force, complimented 
away, contrary to the opinion of Royalty 
itſelf, and facrificed to the prejudices : and 
to the ignorance of a ſet of people, t 
moſt unfit from every conſideration” to 55 | 
conſulted on a matter relative to the ſecu. 
rity of the houſe of Hanover? ] wiſh to ſee 

the honour of the crown religiouſly aſſerted 

with regard to our allies, and the dignity 

of it ſerupulouſly maintained with regard 

to foreign princes. Is it poſſible ſuch an 
indignity can have happened, ſuch a fa-' 
erifice of the honour of the crown of Enz-" 
land, as that a miniſter / ſhould already 
have kiſſed his majeſty's hand on being 
appointed to the moſt inſolent and un- 
grateful court in the world, without a pre- 
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vious aſſurance of that reciprocal nomina 


tion which the meaneſt court in 
would inſiſt upon, before ſhe proceeded 
to an act otherwiſe ſo derogatory to her 
honour ? But Eleforal Policy has ever 
been obſequious to the court of Vienna, and 
forgets the inſolence with which count Col. 
loredo left England. Upon a principle of 
dignity and gconomy, lord Stormont, a Scot- 
tiſh peer of the loyal houſe of Murray, 
Kiſſed his majeſty's hand, I think, on Wed- 
neſday in the Eaſter week; but this igno- 
minious act has not yet diſgraced the na- 
tion in the London Gazette, The miniſtry 
are not aſhamed of doing the thing in pri- 
vate; they are only afraid of the publi-. 
cation. Was it a tender regard for the 
honear of the late king, or of his preſent 
majeſty, that invited to court lord George 
Sackville, in theſe firſh days of Peace, to 
ſhare in the general ſatisfaction, which all 
good courtiers received in the indignity 
offered to Lord Ligonier, and on the ad- 
vancement of ———, Was this to ſhew 


princely gratitude to the eminent ſervices 


(219) 
of the accomplifhed general of the houſe 
of Brunfwic, who has had ſo great a ſhare 
in reſcuing Europe from the yoke of France ;, 
and whoſe nephew we hope ſoon to ſee 
made happy in the poſſeſſion of the moſt 
amiable princeſs in the world? Or, is it 
meant to aſſert the honour of the crown only 
againſt the united wiſhes of a loyal and af- 
fectionate people, founded in a happy ex- 
perience of the talents, ability, integrity, 
and virtue of thoſe, who have had the 
glory of redeeming their country from 
bondage and ruin, in order to ſupport, by 
every art of corruption and intimidation, a 
weak, disjointed, incapable ſet of —— I 
will call them any thing but miniſters —by 
whom the Favourite ſtill meditates to rule 
this kingdom with a rod of iron. 

The Stuart line has ever been intoxi- 
cated with the laviſh doctrines of the ab- 
ſolute, independent, unlimited power of the 
crown. Some of that line were ſo weakly 
adviſed, as to endeavour to reduce them 
into practice: but the Eygifs nation was 
too ſpirited to ſuffer the leaſt encroachment - 
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on the ancient liberties of this Em b 
The king of England is only the firſt ma- 
giſtrate of this country; but is inveſted 
by law with the whole executive power. 
He is, however, reſponſible to his people 
for the due execution of the royal func- 
tions, in the choice of miniſters, Sc. equally 
with the meaneſt of his ſubjects in his 
particular duty. The perſonal character 
of our preſent amiable ſovereign makes us 
eaſy and happy that ſo great a power is 
lodged in ſuch hands; but the favourite 
has given too juſt cauſe for him to eſcape 
the general odium. The prerogative of 
the crown is to exert the conſtitutional 
powers entruſted to it in a way, not of 
blind favour and partiality, but of wiſdom 
and judgment. This is the ſpirit of our 
conſtitution. The people too have their 
prerogative, and, I hope, the fine words 
of Davpex will be engraven on our 
hearts, 


Freedom is the Engliſh ſuljechs Pre- 
rogative. 
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To, te NORTH BRITON. 
'S'I R> 
Pleaſe to ſtate the following fakt, which is 
of a nature almoſt entirely new, and I 
will ſoon trouble you with my obſerva- 
tions on ſo remarkable a nn 
L. = - 


By the Right Honourable W elbore Ellis, 
His Majeſty's Secretary at War. 
HAVING received His Majeſty's com- 
mands, do hereby diſcharge AnTaony 

Nichols, a private man, from the Cold- 
ſtream regiment of foot- guards, command- 

ed by general James lord TYR AWI EV, from 
any further ſervice in the ſaid regiment. 
Given under my hand and ſeal, at the 
Waxr-Orrice, this 26th day of 
March 1763. 


W. ELLIS. 


To all His Majeſty's officers, civil and 
military, whom it may concern. 


By the ArTrIcLes or Wag, Sect. 3, 
Art. 2. After a non-commiſſioned officer, 
or ſoldier, ſhall have been duly enliſted, 
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and ſworn, he ſhall not be diſmiſſed our 
ſervice, without a diſcharge in writing; 
and no diſcharge granted to him ſhall be 
allowed of as ſufficient, which. is not ſigned 
by a Field-Officer of the Regiment into 
which he was enliſted; or commanding . 
officer, where no Field-Officer of the re. 
giment is in Great Britain. 

Quere. Is the Secretary at War a Field- 


Officer? or what Officer is he? 
I am, Sec. 
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Obſervations on the papers relative to the 

Rupture with Spain, laid before both 

Houſes of Parliament, on Friday the 

29th day of January, 1762, by his Ma- 

. jeſty's command, in a letter from John 

Wilkes, Eſq; late Member for Ayleſ- 
bury, to a friend in the country. 


Nuit fer 
Bellum curet Iberiæ? Hos. 

Dran Sir, Marth 9, 1762. 
MUCH regret that it is not yet in 
my power fully to gratify the curioſity 
you expreſs of ſeeing all the papers relative 
to the rupture with Spain. The ſubject is 
fo very intereſting, that I am not ſurprized 
at your impatience. My concern 1s, that 
ſo much is withheld from the public, and 
that a perſon, uninformed as I am, cannot 
pretend with clearneſs to unravel the thread 
of a negociation, deſignedly kept intricate 
and embarraſſed. I fear you will find 
ſome things rather obſcure ; but I will en- 
deavour to pour all the light I can on the 
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ſubject, and to diſſipate every cloud of 


obſcurity which is meant to cover it. Had e 
the public been gratified with a ſight of : 
the memorials and papers relating to the | 

18 © ; 


demand of liberty to the Spaniſh nation to 
fiſh on the Banks of Newfoundland (a mat- 8 
ter held ſacred* ) and to the other claims, Il © 


W 
Eu will again on this occaſion let M. Wall cher h; 
underſtand, That this is a matter held ſacred ; and that (n 
no conceſſion on the part of his Maj:fty, fo deftrudtive 10 
this true and capital intereft of Great Britain, will be 7 
| yielded 10 Spain, howewver abetted and ſupported. Mr. of 
| Pitt's letter, p. 3. With regard to the Newfoundland 
4 fiſhery, M. Wall urged, What had prihcipally given f. ſe 
ö fence here as to that article, vas my being /o frequently 
ordered to declare, and the Conde de Fuentes having qu] 
been as often told, that England would never hear of Sp 
| that inadmiſſible pretenſion. Lord Briſtol's letter to the hi 
| Earl of Egremont, Dec. 6. 1761. p. 53. | an, 
The declaration of the Count de Fuentes, that Mir. 7 
Pitt's ordinary and laſt anſwer was, That he would cur 
not relax in any thing, till the Tower of London was (a 
taken ſword in hand,” p. 45. is undoubtedly a groſs 1 
miſrepreſentation. That expreſſion muſt have been ſtr 
confined to the Spaniſh claim of fi/hing on the Banks of. fur 
Newfoundland ; tor it is apparent from theſe papers _ Mc: 
that Mr. Pitt was ready to make greater conceſhons Ml 
4 to preſerve the friendſhip of Spain, than any former 
| miniſter had ventured to offer; witneſs the para- | 
1 graph in Lord Brifol's letter of Auguſt 31, p. 8. 5 
Faith, concerning the diſputes about the coaft of Hon= WM. 


| 
| 
| 
f 
j 
| 


duras, I could add nothing to the repeated declarations I 
hed made in the King's name, of the /atisfaftion with, * 


f * 


„„ 
equally unjuſt, made by the Count de 
Fuentes, which were moved for in the 
Houſe of Commons on the 11th of De- 
cember laſt, we might, with a tolerable de- 
gree of accuracy, have known ſomething 
more of the merits of the preſent quarrel 
with Spain. Not one of theſe appears, nor 
have we any paper or memorial from Spain 
(not even that delivered to Lord Briſtol in 


January laſt *) nor any anſwer of the Court 
of England, ſince the acceſſion of his pre- 


{ent Catholic Majeſty (important as that 


which his Majeſty would receive any juſt overture from 
Spain upon conditicn that France was not to be the 
channel of that conveyance) for terminating amicably, _ 
aud to mutual ſatigfaction, every reaſonable complaint or 
this matter, by propoſing ſome equitable » egulation for ſe- 
curing to us "the long-enjoyed p tvilege of cutting logwood 
(an indulgence confirmed by treaty, and of courfe autho- 
rized in the moſt ſacred manner); nor could I give 
ſtronger aſſurances than the paſt, of his Majeſty's fleady 
purpoſe to cauſe all eftabliſhments on the logawcod coaſts, 
cnt) ary to the territorial juriſdiction of Spain, to be e- 
moved, 


* Yet awhen the ſtile of General Wall's encloſed paper 
is compared with that which was given to me laſt ſa- 
nuary, · I hope it will appear there ts leſs peeviſone/s at 
preſent here than what was Jo ſtrongly exhibited ſome 
months ago, p. 11. 
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period muſt naturally ſeem to. be) to the 
laſt Autumn. In vain have I wiſhed | for 
the famous memorial which the Court of 
Spain returned as inadmiſſible, that I might 


| have compared it with M. de Buſſy S3 ſince 


the late miniſter publicly declared that was 
the precedent he followed with reſpect to 


the memorial of Spaniſh affairs given in by 


France. It is undoubtedly of much con- 
ſequence to know both the matter and er- 


pref ons of that memorial returned by 


Spain, as it might probably relate to one 


of the three points in negociation, prizes, 


logwood, or the fiſhery. In the preſent col. 


Lection (which was laid before both Houſes 
of Parliament on the 29th of January, but 


not printed and delivered to the members 


till the 12th of February ) there is not 2 


line previous to the memorial delivered to 
Mr. Secretary Pitt, by M. de Buſy, July 23, 
1761; nor is there any intelligence from 
Paris, where the Family CompaR of the 
Houſe of Bourbon was negociated and 
figned by Grimaldi, and where, it is ſaid, 
the meaſures. to be taken againſt Porigg 
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were concerted. An EXTRA of one let- 
ter only of Mr. Pity's is inſerted, which is 
dated July 28, the anſwer to which is re- 
ceived September 11. Not a ſyllable after 
that period from this Court to Lord Bri/- 
tol, till the 28th of October, when Lord 
Egremont declares he opens his correſpon- 
dence; p. 20*, It is indeed very aſtoniſh- 
ing, and gives no great idea of the vigi- 
lance or attention of adminiftration, that 
while affairs were fo critical between the 
two nations, no directions for the conduct 
of Lord Briſtol were ſent to Madrid during 
fo long a period . But can it be ĩimagined 

* How can this be the truth, when Lord Briftal 
writes, November 16, 1761. The meſſenger Ardouin, 
delivered to me on the 10th inſtant, at the Eſcurial, the 
honour of your Lordſhif's diſpatches of the 28th paſt, 
with the ſeveral incleſures therein referred to; and by 
the laſt poſt I RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF THE 
20th oF TRE SAME MONTH, in hich your Lordſhip 
iuformed me, that all mine to the 21% of September, 
had been regularly laid before his Majeſty, p. 36. I 
ſuppole the public could not be truſted with 4l that 
etter. a ä 4 

+ How is this to be reconciled to the declaration 
of Lord Egremont, Mr. Pitt's ſucceſſor, that the new 
miniſtry avill avoid every pofſible imputation of indecificn 
or indalence, which ignorant prejudice might ſugge/t ? 
. 23, | 
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G 
that ſo acute, ſo well-informed a miniſter 
as Mr. Stanley certainly was, ſhould not 
tranſmit from Paris any intelligence of that 
moſt alarming treaty, which was nego- 
ciating all the ſummer at Paris? It appears, 
by the accounts publiſhed by the French 
Court, that the Family Compa#t was ſigned 
at Verſailles tne 15th of Auguſt, and rati - 
fied the 8th of September. Lord TxuprTx, 
in a great aſſembly, did declare that in- 

telligence of the higheſt moment relative 
to theſe matters was tranſmitted to this 
Court before the advice in writing, dated 
the 18th of September, which occaſioned 
certain reſignations. Nothing df this kind | 
is publiſhed in the papers relative to the 
rupture with Spain, though undoubtedly If « 
intelligence conſtitutes a moſt material part 
of thoſe papers. If we have not the ſatis- | 
faction of judging for ourſelves from the c 
c 
t 


whole of a caſe, I will do the late miniſter 
the juſtice to ſay, that it cannot be im- 
puted to him. He preſſed with honeſt 
zeal the laying before the public eyery 10 
paper relative to the fix. years negocia- n 


ee . 

tion with Spain, that the juſtice and can- 
dour of the crown of England on the one 
hand, and the chicanery, inſolence, and per- 
fidy of Spain on the other, might be appa- 
rent to all the world : But this was refuſed ; 
for had it been granted, all the atrocious ca- 
lumnies ſo induſtriouſſy circulated, of his 
averſion to peace, and his endeavours to 
perpetuate and encreaſe the war, had been 
laid open to mankind, and the authors of 
them held in juſt abhorrence. I own the 
appeal to ſo much written evidence, ſpoke 
to me the ſtrongeſt language of conſcious 
integrity, and I was charmed with an ex- 
ample, which I am ſure Mr. Pitt did not 
draw from any of his predeceſſors in this 
country.—They have ever ſought, like 
Mr. Pitt's ſucceſſors, to cover and conceal, 
or at leaſt to perplex; he wiſhes to lay 
open and reveal to the unerring public, 

both the motives and actions of every part 


I ſhould be particularly curious, for certain rea- 
ſons, to ſee in what manner, and to what extent, 
the Spari/h Court had been flattered by that of London, 
with an impartial diſcuſſion of their diſputes, from the 
Jear 1754, before Mr, Pitt accepted the ſeals, p. 55. 
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of his adminiſtration, mA retroſpect cat 
ries no terrors but to the guilty—to an, 


upright miniſter it muſt give the trueſt ſa- 
tisfaction to the public that conviction, 
it has in many caſes a right to expect. 
I was not a little ſurpriſed, and I own 
greatly concerned at the alarm you men- 


tion, ſpread every where | in your. Parts, 


of the melancholy and ruined ſtate of our 
country, and the neceſſity we were under 


of accepting almoſt any peace. The French, 
Lord Briſtol. ſays, have never. diſcontinued, 


aſſuring the Spaniards of our being exhauſted 


by the preſent long and expen/ive war, p. 29: 
and they may add that we have thoſe. 
among us (but, happily for this nation, 


they are few, and their credit: but. ſmall) 
who repine at our ſucceſſes, and declare 
they weep over our victories. This is the 
true picture of that moſt malignant and 
infernal fiend, envy, ſo well deſcribed by 
by Ovid; 


 Vixque tenet lacrymas, quia ni html 
cernit, 


SBS © A Ak nm 
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And a little before he mentions what 
rankled at the heart; 


Sed videt ingratos, i intabeſetg vidende- 
| Succeſſus hominis. LE 


doubt not theſe men do very fincerely la- 
ment the ſucceſſes even of their own coun- 
try; for I well remember the favourite - 
language they held a few years ago, © Give 
the new miniſter the reigns—he 15 equally | 
a impracticable as impetuous—in a very 
ſhort time he muſt annihilate his preſent 
credit with the public, from the failure 
« of every ſcheme he adopts.” Now Hea- 
ven has given ſuch glorious ſucceſs to up- 
right intentions, and well-digeſted * plans, 
while the reſt of their countrymen are con- 
gratulating each other on all our noble 
conqueſts and real acquiſitions of ſtrength, 


In Europe, Cherbourg, and Bells. Ie; in 4 
Pondicherry ; in Africa, Senegal, and Goree ; in Ame- 
rica, Beau Sejour, Leuiſbourg, Fort du Queſne, now 
Pitiſbur g, Cs &c. Niagara, Ticonderoga, 
Crown Point, Yu by Montreal, Dominico, and, to 
crown the = Hg we may hope Martinico. Let me 
add the annihilation of the French marine and cam- 
merce. All during Mr- Pitt's AP 
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theſe men, as well as our declared enemies, 
are found in ſorrow and tears. How pre- 
poſterous i is ſuch a conduct ? Yet did not 
ſome of theſe very men execrate thoſe as 
traitors to their country, who were not 
fired with rapture at the victory of Culle- 
den? a victory as juſtly dear to every 
friend of liberty as any our annals can 
boaſt. 

But jeg us on the other hand exult, and 
rejoice to ſee how greatly this country now 


figures in the unprejudiced judgment of 


foreigners, even. of our enemies. The 
prime miniſter of Spain tells Lord Briſtol, 
That the Court of London was in the moſt 


fouriſbing and moſt exalted ſituation it had 


ever known, occaſioned by the greateſt ſeries 
of proſperities that any ſingle nation had ever 
met with, p. 10. Can we wonder after 
this, that ſo much abuſe, ſuch groſs ſcur- 
rility, on Mr. Pitt, appears in Fuentes's 
papers? Is it not the higheſt panegyric ? 
I am perſuaded, had the direction of the 


_ Britiſh counſels been ſuffered to continue 


in the ſame hands, the name of Pitt had 
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 foon.. been as much dreaded” at Madrid as 
it is at Paris, or as it is dear to his grate- 
ful countrymen. I ſpeak-with the honeſt 
warmth and pride of an Engliſhman,” who 
really feels with his ſovereign the great and 
important ſervices * of Mr. Pitt, and glories 
in ſeeing his country recovered from the 
moſt abject ſtate of deſpair to ſuch a pitch 
of grandeur and importance, as to hold 
the firſt rank among the powers of Europe. 

The other report you mention, that 
the late miniſter courted a war with Spain, 
will receive as full a confutation from theſe 
papers. I ſhall, from among many, pro- 
duce only two paſſages, but too expreſs 
to admit the leaſt ſhadow of a doubt. 
The firſt is from the concluſion of the 
EXTRACT of the only letter we have of Mr. 
Pitt's in this garbled collection. After 
the inſolent memorial of France relative to 
Spain was delivered here by M. de Buffy, 
little ſhort of a declaration of a war in re- 
verſion, and that not at a diſtance, Mr. Pitt 
writes to Lord Briſtol, In caſe, upon enter- 


* Vide Londm Gazette of OF. 10, 1761, 
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ing imo remonſtrance on this affair,” you ſhall 
perceive a diſpoſition in M. Wall to explain 
away and diſavow the authorization of Spain 
to this offenſive tranſattion of France, any 
TO COME TO CATEGORICAL AND SATISFAC- 
TORY DECLARATIONS RELATIVELY TO THE 
FINAL INTENTIONS or SPAIN, your Excel. 
lency will, with readineſs and your uſual ad- 
dreſs, adapt yourſelf to ſo deſirable a circum- 
ſtance, and will open to the Court of Madrid 
as handſome a retreat as may be, in caſe you 
perceive from the Spaniſh miniſter that they 
ſincerely wiſh to find one, and to remove, by 
an EFFECTUAL SATISFACTION, he unfavou- 
rable impreſſions which this memorial of 
France has juſtly and unavoidably made on 
the mind of his Majeſty, p. 3, 4. Is this 
the language of a miniſter who courts a 
war? Is it not the reverſe ? Does he not 
W Honeſtly point out the means of avoiding a 
HW war, yet with the dignity and ſpirit becom- 
ing a great power, which did not tremble 
at the haughty menaces of the Spaniard ? 
The other ' paſſage contains the teſti- 
mony of the Earl of Egremont : M. Wall 
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muſt. himſelf know that' there has been a par- 


ticular delicacy, obſerved,. in concerting our 
plans for military operations, to'avoid carry- 
ing hoſtulities towards objetts, which: might 
give the leaſt jealouſy or umbrage tothe Court 
of Spain; and therefore his Majeſty can only: 
conſider ſuch unjuſt ſuggeſtions and groundleſs: 
ſuſpicions,. as deſtitute of probability as of 
proof, as a. mere pretext, in caſe that, con- 
trary to all good faith, and the moſt: ſolemn" 
repeated profeſſions of friendly intentions, the: 
Court of Spain ſhould have meditated or re- 
ſolved.on hoſtilities againſt England, p. 31 *." 
I. think it appears to demonſtration; I 
even from theſe papers, that before the firſt 
overtures of France for the particular [ 
with England, Spain had reſolved, at a; 
proper time, to take an efficient and openly 
hoſtile part againſt us. M. de Buffy, in 
the memorial relative to Spain, ſo early as 
| Fuly 23, talks of the engagements, which tbe 
one and the other Court may have taken'prior- 
to their reconciliation, p. 4. Mr. Pitt's: 
„M. Wall owned, how cautious % had been to 
avoid attacking theſe poſſeſſions belonging to our enemies, 


ewhich had any connection with the Spaniſh territory. 
Lord Briſtol's leiter, p. 63. 


e 
letter of Fuly. 28, declares, The Duke. de 
Choiſeul avows the engagements with Spain, 

concerning our diſputes with that crown, to 

have been taken before the F1RST OVERTURES 


of France for the particular peace with Eng- 
land. The firſt overtures were dated the 
26th of March, 1761*. Lord Briſtol, 
Aug. 31, gives an account of the conver- 
ſation he had with General Wall, in which 
M. Wall declared, that M. Buſſy's memorial 
was verbatim what had been ſent by order of 
the Catholic King to Verſailles, p. 6. T In 
the ſame letter, p. 11. The ftrong avowal 

of a moſt intimate cordiality between Spain 


* Vide Memoire Hiſtorigue, &c. publiſhed by the 
Court of France. | 
+ In the paper of the 28th of Auguſt, Spain with 
her uſual perfidy repeated in anſwer, that ſhe only 
CONSENTED that France ſhould take this flep, p. 15. 
This is of a piece with her veracity, when ſhe ſays, 
Frem a freſh proof of his pacific ſpirit, the King of 
Spain wrete to the King of France, his couſin, that if 
the union , intereſt, in any manner retarded the peace 
vith England, he ConsE:. TED to ſeparate himſelf from 
it, not to put ANY OBSTACLE 70 /o great @ happineſs, 
p -· 46. It is notorious in France, that every obſtacle 
poſſible was put to it by the Spanih miniſter, in con- 
junction with the imperial, at Paris, and in reality - 
Spain only wiſhed, not to be RxPUTED an impediment. 
to the concluſion rf a peace between England and France, 


p 55. Another proof of her veracity may be ſeen 
10 p. 44 of this pamphlet, 
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and France contained in this laſt production 
of the Spaniſh ſecretary of ſtate has hurt me. 
This production was the famous memorial 
of the 28th of Auguſt, which (with Lord 
Briſtol's letter of the 31ft, and an enclo- 


ſure) was the laſt paper Mr. Pitt ever 
received from the Court of Spain, as ap- 


pears from the date of his reſignation, 
October 5. The memorial which M. de 
Buſſy preſented to Mr. Pitt, is a ſtep, which; 
his Catholic Majeſty will not deny has been 
taten with bis full conſent, approation, and 
pleaſure. Paper delivered to the Earl of 
Briſtol, p. 13. which next holds out mu- 
tual aſſiſtance, as their union, friendſbip, 
and relationſbip require: then proceeds to 
a menacing parallel, 17 being grounded upon 
this, that if England ſaw that France at- 
tacked the dominions of Spain, particularly in 
America, ſbe would. run immediately to. her 
defence for her own conveniency, as well as. 
becauſe ſhe had, equally with France, gua-+. - 


rantied them: and concludes with a ſimile- 


of obliging delicacy betwixt crowned heads, 
with regard to our eſtabliſhment" on tie 
logwood coaſt, Hard proceedings certainly,,.. 
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for one to confeſs that he is goue into the houſe 

of another, to take away bis jewels, and to ſay, 
« [will go out again, but firft you ſhall en- 
« gage to give me what I went to take.” 
So much for becoming apologies * ! p. 16. 
There is the greateſt harmony between the 
% Courts (France and Spain) p. 14. 
Particularly fince the King (of Spain) ſen! 
your Excellency (the Conde de Fuentes) 10 
that Court, (of London) proving the incon- 
teſtible grounds of our complaints and juſt 
cares, and, repeating that without ſatisfying 
them, it is impoſſible to fix the good correſ- 
| Pondence of the two monarchies, nor the 
friendſhip of the two monarchs, p. 59. The 
memorial itſelf preſented by M. de Buffy, 
Fuly 23, which was verbatim ſent from 
Spain, threatens a new war in Europe and 
America, if the differences of Spain with | 
England are not adjuſted, of which, the 
French King ſays, he ſhall be obliged to par- 
tale, p. 4. And in p. 39. General Wall 
ſays, What other diſcuſfion of the matter of 
This paper is ſtiled by Spain, a Memorial, p. 40, 
and contains thoſe becoming - apologies, on the part o 


the Catholic Court, mentioned in the Exg/i/þ declara. 
tion of war. Apologies equally becoming and convincing J. 
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eur diſputes, than what has been agitated, 


 dering fo long @ negociation ; what other ex- 


pedients can be found to ſave the bonour and 
dignity of the two Kings, that bave not been 
propeſed and exhauſted in a conteſt of ſin years ? 
And again, p. 40. A negociation ſo ſtrongly 
diſcuſſed that it bas been reduced during 

your embaſſy (Count de Fuentes s) to the laſt 
Tes, or to the laſt No: In p. 60. What 
greater di ſcuſſion, upon the points of our diſ- 
putes, can be made than that which has been 
in ſo long a negociation? What expedients 
can be fallen upon now to ſave the honour of 


the two Kings, which in arguments and di. 
putes of fix years have not occurred ? Lord 
Briſtol, Nov. 2, writes, I have Lone ob- 
ſerved the jealouſy of Spain at the Britiſh 
_ conqueſts *, and am now convinced, that. the 
conſciouſneſs of this country's naval inferio- 
rity has occaſioned the | SOOTHING DECLA- 


0 11 ; is important to know in what terms, and at 
what time, Spain firſt manifeſted this jealouſy; as 
alſo in what terms, and at what time, ſhe. renewed 
her Hale and inadmiſſible claim ta the fiſhery, which, M. 
Wall ſays, all Lord Briſtol's inſtructions bad run to dt 
clare their claim to be, p. 27. 


- + In the London Gazette of Saturday, October lo, 
3761, which firſt announced Mr. P:z:'s reſignation, 
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RATION, ſo repeatedly made, of a defire to 
maintain barmony and * with Eng ' 
Hand, P. 29. | 
(the 1 notice of which was purpoſely iel the pre- . 
ceding Tugſday, for reaſons I will not now enter into) 
is an article dated Madrid, September 4, A report 


having been lately ſpread here, upon the arrival of the 
lad litters from France, as if there was reaſon to ap- 


prehend an immediate rupture between our Court and 


that of Great Britain; wwe u»derſtand, that the Spaniſh ' 
miniftcrs, in a converſation which they had latth with” 
he Earl of Briſtol, Enbaſſador "nur lens Ao his- 
Britannic Majeſty, expreſſed their concern thereat, and 
declared very explicitly to his Excelltncy, that, on Tas - 
PART OF THEIR COURT, THERE. WAS NOT THE, 
LEAST GROUND, FOR ANY SUCH APPREHENSIONS, 
As THE CaTHoLic KinG HAD, AT NO TIME, 
BEEN MORE INTENT UPON CULTIVATING A GOOD: 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH ENGLAND, THAN IN 
THE PRESENT CONJUNCTURE, ; 
General Wall, in relation to this, declares, p. 38. 

T do not remember any thing, at this time, more parlicu- 
lar, than on an infinite number of other otcaſions ; neither * 
do 1 myſelf comprehend the motive for beighteninz this. 
And again, p. 59. J do not remember having maadt it 
then in a more particular manner than at many other 
times, neither do I comprehend. the. motives for their. 
mating. ſuch a point of it. The motives for the heigh- 
tening and making ſuch a point of it, are well under- 
ſtood at London, though not at Maarid. Mr. Pitt 
does not ſeem to have been the dupe of theſe /corhing. 
declaral ions, which were only the ſame Lord Briſtel 
had juſt before given from M. Vall, in his letter of 
the 31ft of Augu/t. His Catholic Majeſty's diſpe/ition. 
ard profe Mone had invariably been the Jame, and were 


24) 

I believe I may even from theſe pre- 
miſes take it as proved beyond contradic- 
tion, that Spain had come to a final reſo- 
lution, and only waited for ſome favour- 
able events to throw off the maſk of de- 
ceit and treachery, The denouement 
quickly followed, though probably rather 
ſooner than Spain herſelf intended. Lord 
Briſtol explains the true reaſons. In his 
letter of Sept. 21, which was received here 
02. 16, he ſays, A meſſenger arrived at St. 
Ildephonſo laſt week, with the news of the 
ſafe arrival of the Flota in the Bay of Ca- 
diz, p. 17. In the letter of Nov. 2. Two 
ſhips have lately arrived at Cadiz, with 
very extraordinary rich cargoes from the Weſt 
Indies; so THAT ALL THE WEALTH THAT 
WAS EXPECTED FROM SPANISH AMERICA 
IS NOW SAFE IN OLD SPAIN, p. 29. And 
again, p. 35. Eleven large ſhips of the line, 
now Hing at Ferrol, are rigged, manned, 
and ready to put to ſea at a ſhort warning, 
ever meant t nt an 1 ö p /o bap- 
, or pe 


poſſible to think the adminiſtration was deceived ? or 
did they mean to deceive the public? 
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together with two frigates, one of tobicb is 
bound to the South Seas, with cannon-ball, 
powder, and many other implements of war. 
By advices from Barcelona I Bear that two 
of the Catholic King's ſhips of war failed from 
thence the end of loſt month, with two large 
ſhips under their convey, loaded with 3500 
barrels of gunpowder, 1500 bomb-ſhells, 

500 theſts of arms, and a confiderable quan- 


tity of cannon-bails of different dimenfions, 


which cargo, it is imagined, is deſtined for 
the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. Many more war- 
like ſtores are ready to be ſhipped from Cata- 
lonia. Five battalions of different regiment; 
of infantry,. and two ſquadrons of dragvons, 
are at Cadiz, waiting their final orders to 
embark for America, This corps makes in 
all about 3600 men, p. 35. Lord Egre- 


mont ſays, And his Majeſty baving after 


wards, (that is, between the 31ſt of Au- 
guſt, and the 28th of O&ober,) received in- 
telligence, ſcarce admitting a doubt, of troops 


marching, and of military preparations mak- 
ing in all the ports of Spain, judged that 


bis Dion fr, as-well as bis prudence, re- 


* 
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the rupture. LO 
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gquired him to order his Embaſſador at the 


Court of Madrid, by a diſpatth dated the 
28th of October, to demand, &c. p. 48. 


General Well, thus prepared, at laſt 
comes out of his intrenchments: for Spain 
no longer found her account in diſſembling. 
She had already taken her part, and the 
old traffic of words and ſoothing declara- 
tions was almoſt at an end. On“ Novem- 
ber 2, (eight + days before Lord Briftel 
received the very firſt diſpatches + from 


the new miniſtry in England). His Lord- 
ſhip writes word of the ſurprixing change 


in General Wall's diſcourſe, and an unlooked 


for alteration of ſentiments, and complains 


* This letter cannot be too much attended to, as 
it ſtands immediately connected with the Span pa 
per or memorial of the 28th of Augwf, is explana- 
tory of the real purport of it, and evidently lays the 
foundation of the rupture, which the new e 
have made with Spain. 


EF (NR TT 
inſtant,” at the Eſcurial, the © honour of eur —— 


diſpatches of the 2 81 paſt, p. 36. 
7 The new miniſlry never received any res 


the matter of theſe firſt diſpatches, of 19. — 28th of 
OFeber, till the 2 bs of December, à fortnight after 


Briſtul's letter, Dex. 11; p. 41. 
R 2 
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of the haughty language now held by this 
Court. M. Wall declares the conduct of 
England unwarrantable, for his Catholic 
Maj efty never could obtain an anſwer to. any 
memorial or paper—that we were intoxicated 
with our ſucceſſes—and that it was evident 
all we aimed at was, firſt to ruin the French 
power in order more eaſily to cruſh Spain, to 
drive all the ſubjefts of the Chriſtian King, 
not only from their ifland-colonies in the new 
world, but alſo to deſtroy their ſeveral forts 
and ſettlements upon the continent of North 
America, to have an eafter taſk in ſeizing 
on. all the Spaniſh dominions in thoſe parts, 
thereby to ſatisfy the utmoſt of our ambition, 
and to gratify our unbounded thirſt of con- 
queſt ; and afterwards, that he would him- 
ſelf be the man to adviſe the King of Spain, 
fince his dominions were to be overwhelmed, 
at leaſt to have them ſeized with arms in his 
ſubjefts hands, and not to continue the peſſive 
victim he had. hitherto appeared to be in the 
eyes of the world, p. 26. Now what new 
event, on the part of England, ſince the 
reſignations, had happened to give occa- 


(245) | 
Gon to ſuch a furious, futile, and menacing 
declamation ? Lord Briſtol writes indeed, 
p. 64. What had occaſioned the great fer- 
mentation during that period at this Court, 
the effetts of which, I felt from General 
WalPs animated diſcourſe at the Eſcurial, 
was the notice having, about that time, 
reached the Catholic, King, that the change 
which had happened in the Engliſh admini- 
tration, was relative to meaſures ' propoſed 
to be taken againſt this country : But ſurely, 
almoſt in Lord Egremont's own words, 
p. 32, uſed by Lord Briſtol himſelf to 
General Wall, the notoriety there was that 
every thing in the Royal Councils, which 
could tend towards the interruption of a 
friendly intelligence between our Courts (which 
bis Majeſty was ſo ſolicitous to maintain) 
bad alſo been avoided, p. 62, with the con- 
ſequential reffgnations, mult have produced 
in ſound argument a directly contrary ef- 
fect; whereas the notice ſent by his Lord- 
ſhip of the Spaniſh preparations, and his 
other reaſonings, account very fully for 


the General's animation at that time, 
R 3 


—— 
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1 think the queſtion then is reduced 1 to 
1 ſhort point Does not the war with 
Spain, even in September, appear to. have 
been unavoidable? Moſt evidently fo, from 
all the proofs contained in the foregoing 
Pages, and even from what is given us of 
Lord Briſtol's letters, in particular that of 
Auguſt 31, with the memorial incloſed, 
which was received here September 11, and 
was, to be ſure, no ſmall part of the 
ground, on which Lord Temple's and Mr. 
Pitt's. written advice of September 18 to re- 
call Lord Briſtol, was founded, Every 
practice of the moſt civilized ſtates, every 
formality preſcribed by the law of nations, 
every proceeding which the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous rules of good faith, could require, 
might have been obſerved, and the nobleſt 
opportunity of expeditiouſly and gloriouſly 
terminating both a French and a Spaniſb 
war been feized, which is now irrecover- 
ably loſt, The firmeſt nerves of Spain, 
and with them the laſt hopes of France, 
might ſoon have been withered, and the 
Britiſb empire have received greater, and 


1 


06 | 
more important, acquiſitions, than any# 
yet can boaſt from the unparalleled, and 
dazzling ſucceſſes, even of this glorious 
war. 1 

Whoever conſiders che ſituation of Spain 
(unprepared as ſhe was at the time the 
written advice was given“) with reſpect 
to her ports, her ſhips of war in thoſe 
ports, her colonies, her commerce, her 
own as well as the riches of France on 
board her ſhips, can never ſufficiently la- 


ment the loſs of an autumnal campaign+. 
If we add that the fleet of England was at 


* All advices concur in proying that the ſtate of 
Spain was at that time much the ſame as at the 
breaking out of the war in 1739. The city of Ma- 
nila might be well ſuppoſed to have been in the ſame de- 


feucelgſi condition with all the other Spaniſh /ettlements, 
juſt at the breaking out of the war : That is to ſay, 
their fortifications neglected, and in many places decayed ; 


their cannon diſmounted, or uſeleſs, by the' mouldering of 
their carriages ; their magazines, whether of milita y 


ſtores or proviſion, all empty 3 their gar: hen: unpaid, 


and conſequently thin, ill-afferd, aud dijpirited; and 


the Royal cht in Peru, whence aloxe all theſe diſerders 


could receive their redreſs, drained to the very bottom. 
Anſon's Voyage, quarto edition of 1748, p. 3. 

+ 3 the Fn Tos woe ts. i» 
£ America, may rom Lord Briftal's 
Tehimony, p- 23 of this pamphlet. Ng 
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no time ſo formidable, her ſeamen never 
fo full of ſpirit, and Aluſh*d with repeated 
victories, in Europe only upwards of 140 
ſhips of war, in the other parts of the 
world above 100 more, we mult fink in 
amazement at our ſupineneſs and negle& 


of ſo critical a period, after ſo long tame- 


neſs under injuries. I will add long tame- 
neſs under injuries; for I think the conduct 
of Spain, even during the fix years nego- 
ciation, was ſo groſsly partial to our pro- 
feſſed enemies, as would have juſtified any 
overt acts on the fide of England, from 


. every principle of juſtice ; but motives of 


moderation and policy reſtrained us. The 
affair of the Antigallican was alone of ſuch 
magnitude as to have called for repriſals 
againſt a Court, which avowed ſuch groſs 
partiality and injuſtice, and committed 
ſuch repeated acts of the higheſt indignity. 
Not the leaſt ſatisfaction was ever offered, 


though often demanded. On the con. 


trary, it was followed by many flagrant 
acts of notorious violence. It is a known 


fact, that both the law of nations, and the 
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eſtabliſh'd cuſtoms of all maritime ſtates,” | 
have been violated by Spazn in every one 
of her ports, from a declared partiality to 
the French. They were treated almoſt as 
natural-born Spaniards, though the Family 
Compact did not at that time ſubſiſt, and 
the Engliſp as enemies, though called 
friends, to whom the King of Spain was 
ever declaring much cordiality and re- 
gard. | | 
Ruinous indeed it may prove for this 
country, that the adminiſtration, which 
for ſo many years has continued UNAaNn1- 
MOUS in carrying on the war in Germany, 
UNANIMOUS likewiſe in rejecting the terms 
of peace offered by France, ſhould have 
differed in opinion (if indeed they did fo) 
with regard to the glaring duplicity, and 
hoſtile intentions, of the Court of Spain ! 
It required, alas | no great ſcope of judg- 
ment, nor any deep ſagacity, to diſcoyer 
the real views, p. 24. of Spain, and that 
the war with that power was inevitable. 
A truth which moſt plainly appears from 
the very papers publiſhed to conceal it. 
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The only queſtion moſt evidently was, 
whether we ſhould enter into it with every 
advantage on our fide, or from weakneſs, 
indeciſion, or a deluſive hope at beſt, give 
to our determined enemy that time to pre- 
pare, which it was notorious ſhe wanted, 
boſe the ſeaſon for action, and ſacrifice to 
the imbecility of a few more laſt words three 
moſt important months, at the end of 
which we find ourſelves reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of breaking with Spain, exactly as 
we ought to have done fo long before. 
Whoever can now pride himſelf in the pro- 
craſtinating advice he gave to his ſovereign, 
may he enjoy in full luſtre that eminent 
glory of bis life! If ſuch are the glories, 
what muſt the digraces be! I mean not to 
draw any uncandid picture of the preſent 
adminiſtration : I am forry I muſt ſay that 
we have had too much experience of one 
part of them, and too little of the other, 
to be very ſanguine. Two Secretaries of 
State, in theſe dangerous times, be- 
come miniſters by inſpiration! We have 
as little experience of them, as they have 
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| of buſineſs. In no department of the ſtate, 
nor in parliament, has either held any 
rank or eſtimation. But theſe defects will 
be amply fupplied by the induſtry and ex- 
perience of a laborious gentleman, who has 
lang paced in the trammels of the ſtate, with 
no ambition or avarice to gritify. A decla- 
ration the public has heard er from 
himſelf. He neither 


Ambitione mala, aut argenti pallet amore. 
Hon. 


But may the dgnity of a crown, the/ho- 
nour of his majeſty, the glory of the na- 
tion, and the important acquiſitions made 
during the late miniſtry, be ſafe in their 
hands! Their hands have been ſtrength- 
en'd in every manner they could aſk or 
wiſh; and no oppalition has been made 
to them; unleſs it is call'd oppoſition, to 
endeavour to preſerve the confidence of 
our allies once boundleſs, and to keep up 
the high ſpirit of the nation under the 
enormous, but neceſſary, burthens of the 


War. 
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In no truly Britiſh quarrel, but in the 
cauſe of our allies, the Spaniſh, marine was 
deſtroyed by Sir George Byng, in 1718, 
without any previous declaration of war. 
We were not, in conſequence of that ſtep, 
treated in Europe as an uncivilized nation, 
ſpurning at all laws, or as a neſt of pi- 
rates; but the policy and ſpirit of the mea- 
ſure was univerſally admired. As to the 
juſtice of ſuch a proceeding, I determine 
nothing: I leave it to thoſe ſtate caſuiſts 
who ſeized the French ſhips before a de- 
claration of war . The intereſt of Great 
Britain was not then immediately concern- 
ed, as in the preſent caſe, but our allies 
wiſhed, and obtained, our vigorous and 
effectual ſupport. By that deciſive exer- 
tion of our ſtrength, the conteſt between 
the two nations was in effect finiſhed al- 


W moſt as ſoon as begun. The impartial 


public will judge for themſelves, how 


great the probability is, that the like ſuc- 
| | ceſs had followed meaſures equally ſpi- 


| rited, preceded 2 a declaration of war, which 


* Vid. Memoire Htorigue, No. 17. Art, 12. 
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in this caſe had been founded on the cleareſt 
principles of - juſtice and equity. I am at 
leaſt certain no man of candour could have 
cenſured England as accelerating precipi- 
tately a. war, long reſolved by Spain, I. 
mult ſay, too Jong delayed by England. I 
rather fear the example of the ſpirit of the 
late meaſures Þ will be thought to be al- 
ready forgot; and as thoſe meaſures were 
decried as too bold and daring, more fee- 
ble, more puſilanimous, leſs encouraging 
to our real friends, leſs hoſtile to our ene- 
mies, will be found to be adopted. In 
the preſent caſe, Lord Briftol is ordered, 
ſo early as Fuly 28, to come to categorical 
and ſatisfactory declarations relatively to the 
final intentions of Spain. My. Pitt's letter, 
p. 3. to which Lord Briſtol, on the part 
of Spain, never returns either a CATEG0- . 
RICAL or SATISFACTORY anſwer. The in- 
genious General Yall, through the whole 
negociation, appears reſerved and artful 


* Vid. the Declaration of War a Spain, 
Jan. 2, 1762. 


+ Vid. Lord Egremont's letter, p. 23, 
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at leaſt, not to ſay full of duplicily. A. 
e General Wall replicd, He had no order: 
e acguaint me with any meaſures but what 
Le bad formerly. towmanicated to me; and. 
__ /gnificd bis nat being at liberty to ſay any. 
1 more, Nov. 2. p. 27. All that 7 conld, 
WO with Wifficulty, extort from General Wall 
was, that his Catholic Majefly bad judged it 
expedient to renew bis FAMILY COMPACTS 

(thoſe were the expreſs words ) ith the Moſt 
Chriſtian King Here the Spaniſh minifter 

apt ſhort, and, as if be had gone beyond 

what he intended, he ſaid, that the Count de 
Fuentes, and M. Buſſy had declared to his 
Majeſty s minifters all that was MEANT to be 
communicated to them, Nov. 2. p. 29. Can 

any thing. be imagined more contemptu- 

ous, or more inſolent? But what follows 

is excellent Spaniſb humour; and the in- 
imitable Hogarth could, from theſe few 

lines, give us a moſt diverting frontifpiece 

to the papers, if adminiſtration did not 

ſeem reſolved no more to employ men of 
ſuperior parts and genius. Lord Brifto! 
ſays, 1 beg an to flatter myſelf I might obtain 
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the categorital anifiver, I was ordered to * 
mand, without the Spaniſh miniſters fuſpet#- 


ing my ultimate orders. When I was going 
out of his room, he took me by thi band, ant 
ſaid, with a sR, be hor kb; but there 
he topped. ] aſted hin what br HOPED, 
#hat I might alſo more, and that all might 
concur in the ſame novyes : But bis Excel- 
lency only then bowed, and took his leave of 
me, p. 63. General Wall is too much of 
a Spaniard ever to laugh ; but his ſmiles are 
very ſignificant. Lord Brifto! declares, 
M. Wall ever a#ed in too ingenuous a man- 

ner for me to ſuſpet? the leaſt duplicity in his 

contuf?, p. 19. Now was he ever ig 
ous and frank enough to communicate to 
Lord Briſtol, the leaſt article of the family 
compa, or did he ever hint that ſuch a 

thing was in agitation ? From the Catholic: 

King's very particular partiality towerds 

Lord Briſtol, p. 66. I fuppoſe M. Wall 
was ordered to ſpare his Lordſhip the 

concern ſo alarming a treaty muſt have 
occaſioned, and onby, from time to time, 
do uſe the ſoothing ſounds of friendſlip, bo- 
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our, cordiality, affetiion, &c. &c. to mile, 


to. bow, to take him by the hand, and to 


—bope. What? I know no more than 
the preſent miniſtr7, 

Lord Briſtol ſeems totally uninformed 
of ſo important an affair as the family com- 
pact, till long after that treaty was ſigned 
and ratified, and only a few days“ before 
he is told of it from England. O#ober 28, 
Lord Egremont writes to Lord Briſtol : His 
| Majeſty cannot imagine that the Court of 
Spain ſhould think it unreaſonable to defire a 


communication of the treaty ACKNOWLEDGED 
to have been lafely concluded between the 
Courts of Madrid and Verſailles, p. 21. 
When was this acknowledement made? 
Surely this relates to the rupture with 
Spain? Yet not a line of this intelligence 
is among, the papers. 

By this time, I think it muſt appear 
how much Lord Briſtol, though poſſeſſed 
of real talents, was deceived by the Court 
of Spain; a Court as inſidious as that of 
France. Let me next remark, how dex- 


* Vide his letter of Now. 2. 
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trous the new mitiiftry here were in en⸗ 
deavouring to deceive themſelves. In the 

anſwer delivered to the Count de Fuentes, 
by the Earl of Egremont, Dec. 3 r, it is 
ſaid, The Embaſſador at the Court of Ma- 
drid, by a diſpatch dated the 28th of Octo- 
ber, vas ordered to demand, in terms the 
moſt meaſured, however, and the moſt ami- 
cable, à communication of the treaty recently 
concluded between the Courts of Madrid and 
Verfailles, or, at leaſt, of the articles which 
might relate to the intereſt of Great Britain— 
and—TO CONTENT HIMSELF WITH ASSUR- 
ANCES, in caſe the Catholic King offered to 
ive any, that the ſaid engagements did not 
contain any thing that was contrary to the 
friendſhip which ſubſiſted between the two 
crowns; or that was prejudicial to the inte- 
reſts of Great Britain, ſuppoſing that any 
difficulty was made of ſhewing the treaty, p. 4.8. 

The new miniſtry are now got off from 
the true ground, which was the memo- 
rial of Spaniſh affairs verbatim ſent from 

Madrid, and the letter of Lord Briſto!'s 

of Auguſt 31, with the encloſures; and 


8 
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Save confined their view to che ſingle point 
*of the late treaty, or the family compa. 
Every thing relative to the fnal intentions 
of Spain, concerning which Lord Briſtol is 
ordered, in Mr. Pitt's letter, ſo early as 
July 28, to come to categorical and ſatisfac- 
tory declarations, is omitted in this de- 
mand, and Lord Briſtol! is ordered to 
confine himſelf to the new treaty. This 
I agree with Lord Egremont is certain- 
ly no equivocal proof of dependance on 
the good faith of the Catholic King, in 
| ſhewing him an unbounded confidence in ſo 
important an affair, p. 49: How merited, - 
we have ſeen from what paſſed in the lat- 
ter months of the negociation ; and in all 
probability ſhould ſee more glaringly, if 
the whole negociation, ſince the acceſſion 
of his preſent Catholic Majeſty, were com- 
municated to us. From that anbounded 
confidence the new miniſtry entirely loſt 
ſight of the moſt offenſive and hoftile mat- 
ter in the memorial of Fuly 25, and the 
papers of Auguſt 31, attacking the dignity 
of the crown of England in a manner ſurely 
far more unbecoming and inſolent than 
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that ſpirit of haugÞtimeſs and diſcord, which, 
ſays M. Wall, difftated that inconſiderate 
ep, and which, for the misfortune of man- 
king, ftill reigns ſo much in the Britiſh go- 
vernment, which made in the ſame inſtant 
the declaration of war, and attacked the 
King of Spain's dignity, p. 67. It is plain 
they were accommodating themſelves at 
any rate tamely to become the dupes of 
Spain; for all they deſired, by the diſ- 
patch of the 28th of October, was an aſ- 
ſurance of the innocence of the treaty in queſ- 
tion, p. 23; and they paſſed by every 
thing elſe, though of the moſt hoſtile ten- 
dency. Confcious of this, Lord Egremont, 
at the end of his anſwer to the Conde de 
Fuentes, December 31, pleads guilty for him- 
ſelf and his brother miniſters, to the charge 
that may be exhibited againſt them of an 
intentionally facile and willing credulity, 
when he ſays, But fortunately the terms in 
which the declaration * ( Fuentes's) is con- 
* That the ſaid treaty is only a convention between 
the family of Bourbon, wherein there is nothing that 
has the leaſt relation to the preſent war. Fuentes i note 


delivered to Lord Egremont, Dec. 25. p. 46 
8 "7 
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ceived, ſpare us the regret of not having re- 
ceived it ſooner ;, for it appears, at firſt fight, 
that the anſwer is not at all conformable to 
the demand. We wanted to be informed, If 
the Court of Spain intended to join the 
French, our enemies, to make war on Great 
Britain; or to depart from their neutrality ? 
Whereas the anſwer concerns one treaty only, 
(all that was aſk'd by the diſpatch of the 
28th of October,) which is ſaid to be of the 
15th of Auguſt; carefully avoiding to ſay 
the leaſt word that could explain, in any man- 
ner, the intentions of Spain towards Great 
Britain, or the further engagements they may 
have contratted in the preſent criſis. In the 
diſpatch indeed of Lord Egremont to Lord 
Briſtol, of November 19, in anſwer to Lord 
Briſtol's letter of November 2, p. 32, the 
new miniſtry amend their own queſtion, 
and at laſt demand @ PRECISE and CATE- 
GORICAL ANSWER from the Court of Ma- 
drid, relative to their intention with regard 
to Great Britain in this critical conjuncture, 
which brought on the rupture on the 10th 
of December, and is preciſely what was 


directed by Mr. Pitt fo early as July 28. 
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I cannot paſs by that other part of Lord 
Egremont's anſwer delivered to the Count 
de Fuentes December 31, in which it is ſaid, 
the Embaſſador (of England) having ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the miniſter of Spain for that 
purpoſe, could only draw from him a refuſal, 
to give a ſatisfattory anſtver to his Majeſty's 
JUST REQUISITIONS ®, which he had accom- 
panied with terms that breathed nothing but 
haughtineſs, animoſity, and menace, and 
which ſeemed ſo ſtrongly to verify the ſuſpi- 
cions of the unamicable diſpoſition of the Court 
of Spain, p. 49, without obſerving that 
this cannot poſſibly be the real ſtate of the 
fact, (though his Lordſhip but a few lines 
before ſays, he will confine himſelf to fatss, 
with the moſt ſcrupulous exattneſs) for Lord 
Egremont receives no anſwer from Lord 
„The following paragraph of Lord Brifol's.let- 
ter of New. 2, p. 25, demonſtrates that theſe ift re- 
ui/itions were not made in conſequence of any orders 
rom the Court of Englund : Such ſtrong reports of an 
approaching rupture between Great Britain and Spain, 
grounded upon feveral authentic aſſurances ] had received, 
that ſome a;reement had been ſettled and fizned between 


their Catholic and Moſt Chriſtian Majeſties, DET ER“ 
MINED ME 70 enquire minutely into this affair. | 
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Briſtol + to the orders. to make the jus 
REQUISITIONS contained in his two diſ- 
patches (of the 28th of OFober, and 19th 


It is remarked in the Gazette of Madrid, pub- 
liſhed by authority, in theſe words: And what is 
more ſingular, is, that they attribute the laſt endeavour, 
cohich they ordered Lord Briſtol to make, and which | 
f | cauſed the rupture, to the language of haughtineſs, ani- 
4 | moſfity, and menace, . with which (according to them) 

| our Court anſwered to the civil and amicable demand that 

| miniſter made in conſequence (ſay they) of an order of the 

| 28th of October. Unfortunately fer them, they have 
not confidered that in an interval from the 28th of Octo- 
ber /o the t or 2d of December, the day upon which 
Lord Brifto!'s laft letter arrived, it is impeſſible an ex- 
preſs can come from London 70 Madrid, return to Lon- 
don with an anſever to his diſpatch, and go back to 
Madrid with the reply. Gazette de Amſterdam Du 
Mardi 23 Fevrier 1762. De Madrid le 2 Feyrier 
1762. Par le meme courier, qui a apporte au Roi 
la nouvelle de la reſolution priſe à la cour Britannigque 
de nous declaxer la guerre, le Comte de Fuentes a 
envoye à 8. M. un Memoire remis a cet Ambaſſa- 
deur avant ſon depart de Londres par le Comte 
d'Egremont, Secretaire d'Etat de S. M. Britannique, 
en reponſe à la declaration que le Comte de Fuentes 
lui avoit donnẽ par Ecrit quelques jours auparavant. 
Ces deux pieces ont cte inſerees, par ordre de notre 
cour, dans la Gazette de Madrid, avec les obſerva- 
tions ſuivantes ſur le memoire delivre par le Comte 
d' wee, g ce qu'il y a de plus fingulier, ce 
9 i 


attribuent la der niere tentative qubon a fait faire 

au Lord Briſtol, et qui a cauſe la rupture, au ton de 
hauteur, d"animofite, et de menace, avec lequel (elon 
eux}) notre cour a repondu aux demandes honnetes et ami- 
alles que ce miniſtre fit en vertu ( diſent-ils) Pun ordre 
du 28 Ofobre, Malheureuſement pour eux, ils wont 
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of November, ) till the 24th of Deceniber, a 
fortnight after the rupture, which hap- 
ied on the roth. p. 41, & 43, except 
what I will now ſtate, which is far from 
containing the repeated” and the moſt ing 
ing refuſals to give the haſt ſatisfaftion, 
p. 50. Extract from Lord Briftol's letter 
to the Earl of Egremont, November 23, 
p. 37: It will not be poſſible for me to re-diſ- 
patch a. meſſenger to England for ſeveral 
days, notwithſtanding my having had another 
long conference with M. Wall, at which I 
entered minutely into every argument ſig upgeſt- 
ed ta me by your Lordſhip. Although I dare 
not flatter myſelf with having gained any 

ground upon the Spaniſh miniſter, yet I never 
Aae obſerved his Excellency liſten with 
greater attention to my diſcourſe, than at our 
late meeting. M ben be ahſwered me, it was 
without warmth ; when be applied to me, it 
was friendly ; and, after long reaſonings, on 


foint fait attention fue, dais un inter valle comme celui 
du 28 du dit mois au ler ou 2. dr Decembre, jour aupuel 
arriva le dernier courier du Lord Bri ol, al f impoſſible 
u o expris vienne de Londres à Madrid, retourne & 


Londres avec la reponſe & ſa dipłcbe, tr reviennt a Ma- 
drid avec la repligue. 
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both Ades, ve "Int With. reciprocal-pro- 
teftations to each other of. our earneſt dere 


to continue in peace. General Wall alſo 
. promiſed me, to acquaint bis Catholic Ma- 
ſeſty, circumſtantial, , with what had paſſed 
between us. I entreat your Lordſhip not to 
think me inconſequential in what I relate : It 
zs my duty to mention the reſult of each in- 
terview with the Spaniſh ſecretary of ſtate. 
All ſent an account of in my letters of the 
2d inflant, was literally what had happened 
at that time; and the change I have juſt 
hinted, when I laſt _ M. 8 85 10 N 
certain. 

J will obſerve but upon one — 2 
more, and that is from Lord Egremont's 
diſpatch of November 19, becauſe when 


he is drove to the neceſſity of defending 


the proceedings of the preſent miniſtry, 


he gives (what poſſibly was not his object) 
the fulleſt juſtification of Mr. Pitt. As to 
the aſſertion of that miniſter (M. Wall) 
4 That his Catholic Majeſty never could 
* obtain an anſwer from the Britiſb mini- 


4 ſtry, to any memorial or paper that was 
& ſent from Spain, either by the channel 
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c of the Coir de Fuentes, or through 
& your hands,” it would be a uſeleſs con- 
deſcenſion to appeal ſo repeatedly to thoſe 
ample materials in your Excellency's poſſeſſion, 
or the confutation of a propoſition ſo notori- 
up groundleſs, that it ſcarce deſerves a ſe- 
rious anſwer. The language M. Wall Held, 
relative to the late negociation with France, 
as well as with gerd e our ambition and 
unbounded thirſt of conqueſt, as it conſiſts of 
mere abuſive aſſertion, without the leaſt ſhew 
of argument, deſerves nothing but plain con- 
tradition, p. 31. oF 

Before I quit the papers, it may be ne- 
ceſſary to add, that ſee nothing ſo alarm- 
ing in the war with Spain, had it been 
entered into in time, and were well con- 
ducted. I have read the hiſtories of both 
nations, and am happy to agree with our 
miniſters that experience has ſhewn that 
when in contradiction to the obvious princi- 
ples of our common intereſts, that harmony 
has been unhappily interrupted, Spain has 
always been the greateſt ſufferer, p. 21. 
Need I do more in ſupport of this opinion 
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than mention the late war againſt the com- 
bined forces of France and Spain, united 
before the French marine was annihilated, 
as it now is; and at a period, when the. 
navy of England had not reached its pre- 
ſent greatneſs, and irreſiſtible ſuperiority ? 
The evidence to be drawn from theſe 
imperfect and mutilated papers, is now 
fully and fairly ſtated. I call them im- 
perfect and mutilated, becauſe they have 
their commencement, only from the very 
point, when the long negociation between 
England and Spain being become hopeleſs, 
the inſolent attempt was made by the two 
branches of the Houſe of Bourbon, then 
united, to force on his Majeſty and the 
Engliſb nation, the conceſſion of thoſe in- 
admiſſible terms, which Spain alone de- 
ſpaired of being able to compel us to grant. 
An attempt of inſidious perfidy, which at 
once proved the particular peace betwixt 
England and France to be hopeleſs and 
impracticable; for what ceſſions to France 
could an Engliſb adminiſtration be juſtified 
in making, while ſhe declared herſelf 
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eventually engaged to take part with 
Spain in a new war for Spaniſh objects, to- 
tally inadmiſſible; from which proteſt it 
doth not appear that either Court ever de- 
parted? The ſpecious and falſe appear- 
ances of candour, which the publication of 
papers in ſuch a ſtate is meant to convey, 
are as eaſily ſeen thro* and detected, as 
they are unfair and ungenerous. A great 
deal of very important intelligence, rela- 
tive to the point in queſtion, is plainly 
withheld. The ſuſpicions ariſing from the 
ſuppreſſion of evidence are, no doubt, in 
the opinion of government, more tolerable 
than the conviction founded upon full 
proof. Even the particulars of the nego- 
ciation with France are ſtill ſecreted from 


the public, as far as it is in the power of 


our government; leſt, among other good 
reaſons, as it ſtands naturally connected 
with the Spaniſb, they might, if conſidered 
together, throw too ſtriking a light on 
the whole. The infinite importance of 
what is ſuppreſſed, I do not pretend to 
determine; but the papers are evidently 
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thus partially laid before the public by 
adminiſtration, to juſtify, if poſſible, their 
delay: with what ſucceſs the public will 
determine. As to the wiſdom of the 2writ- 
ten advice, it ſtands already proved by the 
event: but before we can enter fully into 
that diſpute (if there can be ſtill a doubt) 
all the materials, all the evidence, both 
from papers and facts, on which that ad- 
vice was founded, ought, in common juſ- 
tice, to be laid before the public. From 
what we already know with certainty, even 
from theſe papers, as to what Spain had 
already done, not from what that Court 
might further intend to do *, I cannot but 
own my ſurprize, that there ſhould . be 4 
difference of opinion with regard to meaſures 
to be taken againſt Spain, of the higheſt im- 
portance to the honour of the crown, and to 
the moſt eſſential national intereſts *. When 
I am told that only one noble Lord, and 
the late Secretary of State, of the moſt 
confidential ſervants of the crown, con- 


« Fide A letter from aRight Hon perſon to 
in the city. 
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curred in an opinion ſo evident, ſo clearly 
deduced from ſuch x. variety of proofs, I 
cannot but imagine that there muſt have 
been ſome powerful combination, ſome 
underhand intrigues, among mininſters of 
more denominations than one, to force the 
reſignation of the Right Hon. Gentleman. 
He muſt long have been looked upon with 
an unfriendly and jealous eye by miniſters, 
to whom it is his honour that he was ſo 
very unlike; and who, though real una- 
nimity attended it in the nation, could ill 
brook his poſſeſſing in ſo high a degree, 
(what they never had the leaſt ſhare of) the 
confidence of a diſcerning and enlightened 
people. A point of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to every miniſtry, in this kingdom. 
The glories of this gentleman's adminiſtra- 
tion, (that is, while he was allowed to 
guide * the meaſures of this nation) and the 


lf one miniſter on re/igning the ſeals may not, in 
the true ſpirit of the conſtitution, ſay that he reſigns, 
in order not to remain reſponfible for meaſures, which he 
was no longer allowed to guide in his own department, 
to the execution of which he muſt ſet his hand ; what 
an idea of parliament and of the conſtitution muſt an 
other have entertained, who could, juſt before taking 
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applauſes of his grateful country; have 
given him at leaſt a due portion of envy, 
which 1s a certain attendant on ſplendid 
Sure Fate of all, beneath whoſe riſing ray, 


— 


Each ftar of meaner merit fades away ! 


Oppreſs d we feel the beam directly beat; 
Thoſe Suns of Glory pleaſe not till they ſet. 
| Popes. 


That only two reſignations have accompa- 
nied that of the late Secretary, is no ſur- 
prize to me. 


Fe ſuis Anglois, je dois faire le bien 
De mon pays, mais plus encore le mien, 


the ſeals, write the following circular letter, not ye 
. bead = 15.8 
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«© The King has declared his intention to make 
« me Secretary of State, and I (very unworthy as I 
« fear I am of ſuch an undertaking) muff take the 
« conduct of the Houſe of Commons. I cannot there- 
4 fore well accept the office till after the firſt day's 
debate, which may be a warm one. A great at- 
« tendance that day of my friends will be of the 
« oreateſt conſequence to my future ſituation, and I 
45 would be extremely happy, if you would, for that 

« reaſon, ſhew yourſelf amongſt them, to the great 

% honour of, Oe. * 3 


T 271 


ſays — who 1 a good while in 
this country, and ſeems to know it pretty 


From theſe few and ſcanty materials, ſo 
ſparingly dealt out to the public, I have 
endeavoured to give you all the ſatisfac- 
tion in my power, I could poſſibly have 
amuſed you more, but I have all along 


preferred the deſire of informing to that of 


entertaining you. Perhaps you had been 


better pleaſed, if I had deviated more, and 


had not confined myſelf ſo ſtrictly to the 
evidence of the papers, and to fas which 
will not be denied. 

To conclude, Let me add to hopes not 
very ſanguine, very ſincere and very fer- 


vent wiſhes : May the moſt perfect harmony, 
mutual confidence, and unanimity, which, 


Lord Egremont, October 28, ſays, p. 23, 


now reign in his Majeſty's councils, for the 
ſake of the public, long continue] May 
the expedition now failed to the V- In 
dies prove, by ſucceſs, to have been timely 


in preparation, adequate in force, to the 
object, whatever it may be! May our 


ä 


amy in * „(mince it is ſtill to con- 


tinue there, though Mr. Pitt is retired,) 


5 and the Kings of Pruſſia and Portugal find 


* that example has indeed been taken of the,. 


3 _ ſpirit of the late meaſures , p. 23. and that”... 


the meaſures of government will ſuffer 10 re- 
taxation, p. 22. from feeble, procraftinat- 
ing, and undecided counſels, founded in 
weakneſs and duplicity. And, to grace 
the whole, may the beſt-diſpoſed prince, 
that has at any time ſwayed the ſceptre of 


Alfred, never live to want a miniſter as 
able, and ſucceſsful as Mr. Pitt. 


Lam, Re. ä 


21818 confidently afſerted i in honour of the Se- 

of State of the Northern department, that 
he likewiſe did immediately on Mr. Piti's reſignation 
give the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the German allies, 
that the reſignation of that min ſter would not occa- 


fion the leaſt change in meaſures, except only that 


they would be carried on with redoubled vigour. 
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